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The Diſcovery of the! P LAGUE of our. 
Hearts, in order to the ealing of < 
that in our Fleſh. 


—_— 


By M. AM. 


LAMENT. 3. 39,49,40- ' 
J Wherefore doth a living man complain * Aman for the puniſh» 
op bis fans ? 


h and try our Wayes , and turn again to the 
Let 14 lift up our heart, with our bands , unto God in the 
Eleqvens. 
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Theo provoked him to anger with their inventions | and 
the Plague brake i in upon them. 2 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


Reader, 
] Had more Objeftions in my own thoughts to the ſending forth this Paper , 
and can fore-think more fanlts like to be found with it when ſent forth, 
then I ſhall naw ſtand to tell thee of, or make any anſwer for. But becauſe 
amongſt all thoſe Objeftions, I met not with this, That it Was impoſſible it 
ſhould do anie good, I thong ht the reft anſwerable;, and becauſe amongſt al 
its faults, thou canſt not ( trulie ) find this, That it Was net intended for 
anie good, ] perſWade my ſelf all the reſt are pardonable. What the deſign 
of it ts, if thow art in haſte, the Title will tell thee ,, if t how art at leaſure, 
and als it worth thy while, thou may ſt find it in the Book it ſelf, ſo ej- 
ther way I might be excuſed from ſaying ought of it here. But ſomewhat 
for thy ſatiofattion knoWv, when I conſidered the ſore Fudgment wherewith 
we have beewviſited, which ſo evidentlie declares Wrath to be gone forth 
from the Lord againſt us, I thought it nejght be an Eſſay verie acceptable to 
God, and profitable to our ſelves, to dot { could to wake the woyce of the 
Rod Articaulate , that in the print of its laſbes, nut onlte Gods Wrath , but 
the ſin he ſcomrgeth us for, and the duty he wonld drive us to, might be found 
#n legible Charafters, that even he that runs may tgad them. When 1 looks 
on A ffliftion as a Medicin: for a diſtempered Nation, I thought it was ex- 
ceeding neceſſarie, in order to its kindlie working with us, to tell the nature, 
import and uſe of it ; and to give direttions how it ought to be received. And 
though I acknowledge my ſelf the meaneſt of Ten thouſand for ſo great a 
Work,, yet when I [aw or heard of nothing ſo particular and diſtintt, as [ 
thoug ht the matter required humblic d:p:nding upon, and imploring Divine 
a ance, I made this attempt ; wherein, whil ft I bave guided my ſelf by 
the Phyſitians own Rules, and an impartial conſideration of the nz- 
| tare of the Patient, ! hype ] have made no material (1 am ſure no wil- 
fol) miſtak:s. This then was my great defore and hope, to be by this under. 
taking, worker together with Gods Providence for ſome good to the Nation. 
| And ſurely no man hath cauſe tobe angry with this intention, or with any 
thing that ſlows ſincerelie fromit, Had anie man though the meaneſt «- 
mong the People, in the time when Ninzv:h was threatned with deſtru Tin, 
- | given in a Cotaligat of thoſe ſins 1h: y were gailrie of, thenemoval of wich 
.. of} could onlje prevent their Ruin ;, I am perſwaded his endeavors would hiv+, 


es ei” 4 IS 
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ben ovateial to the Prince, his Nobles, and the People though he had ſpoke to | 
them ak adbmere plainneſs and boldneſs, than I have done. And 1 dare 
confidentlie expeft the ſame, if our Faſting and Prayers be not onlie for 
faſhion-ſake, but in as good earneſt as theirs. 

T wo great miſcarriages moreover 1 was prone to fear the moſt would be 
guiltie of, which T have efpeciallie conſulted againft. The firſt , of being 
ſwallowed up ſo much with a ſenſe of their Suffering, 45 to be ind ſpoſed for 
all profitable Refief ions ; and therefore fain world 1 turn mens ejes. and 
thong hts oy off this, to the ſin that w__ it ;. and have them onlie to 
conſider the former, ſo much as to inform themſelves more clearlie of the & 
vilof the latter. Oh what Omt-cryes We may hear up and dovon,what dele- 
ful times theſe are ! So manie Thouſands dead this Week ſo manie another ! 
The Plague got to this Town, and then to that | All Trading, as well as 
Perſons,,dead and gone! But were People formerly thus i fitted, whit ne 
were bringing this upon our ſelves ? Did they cry ont then, Oh hiw manie 
Thouſand Oaths are ſworn ina week? And how manie Lyes told? How 
manie Thouſands Drunk, and how manie commit Lewadneſs? Had we had 
weeklie Bills of ſuch Sins brought inthe) would far have exceeded the lare 
geſt Sums that ever yet the Mortahitie made. But alas | theſe with the 
moſt were light matters. Not half ſo mane groans and tears for theſe, nor 
anie ſuch complaints of them ,, nor didthe cenſideration of them make anie | 
ſenſible alteration amongſt us. Now this I Wonld fain obtain, to have theſe 
dayes thought as much worſe than theſe ; and thoſe atl ions as, much worſe 
than theſe ſufferings, as the Diſeaſe 1s werſe than Phyſick , and a Obilds 
diſobedience to his Parents, worſe than his being Whip't : And he that ſhawuld 
weep ont of pitie to the Child, when he ſees it laſy't ;, and yet conld be content 

thear him revile and abuſe his father, I ſhonld think to be a perſon of more 
Fondne{s, than Diſcretion; and for him to be more concernea for the Childs 
Smart, than the Parents Honor argues him to have no true love for either. 
- And here by the way let me givea Canticn, vid. That no man bewray fo 
much follie as to argue, That becauſe immercie G 0d ma) abate aud remove 
his heavy Judgments, before manie, or perhaps an) of theſe fins I have men- 
tioned are put aWay from amingſt us |, and betanſe we may have our former 
health and phntie reſter'd, Whilſt there is no ſuch Reformation of diſcrders 
us I have exhorted to, that therefore our Sufferings Were net intended to cha- 
PMſe us for thoſe fins, ner to bring us tothis Reformation. Tf thou be an A- 
theift or, Infidel that makeſt this Argument,whe believeſt not there ts a God, 
or that he concerns net himſelf with our Affairs, but that all things come by 
Nature or Chance, or 1 know not what, 1 ſhall then leave thee to receive ſa- 
riefaftion ( if nothing ſooner will give it ) there, Where all {ach as thou 't 


" hs 
pd \£ 24. \ 


TIRAI 4AC 


the feehimig of Divine V+ engeance, are at once convine*t what the 
hath 


% no A ws p F , wa . . - ' , & 


| deſerved it, and that there is a God pho nfl} it ,, but if thow be 
Chriſtian, rhen { would wiſh thee well roexanine Knack . the ode 
( that 1 mean, Which thou thinkeſt God hath not prni/t/t ms for, becanſe its 


yu continued ) and up01 the i([ue of that examination, paſs thy judgment. 


It's much to be feared thou Wilt ſee Drunkards,and hear $wearers after the 
Plag ne may be ctas't ,” and wilt thou think therefore that theſe, and the like 
phos, wor oy did not provoke God to afflift us ? But rather ftay,if thow art 
in doubt, till the great reckoning day, till thou haſt heard all mens Accounts 
caſt up, and thoſe Atl ions which are then approved confident lic pronounce na 
fins ;, but not all thoſe that ſurvive the heavieſt ?udgments here an earth, 
which may be ſent topumſh and reform thoſe that were guiltic of them, ſince 
hardned finners may fruſtrate ſome ends of an Afliftion, and at are nat fol- 
lowed here, as Pharaoh Was. Ns, 1 ſa), do nt juftifie al ſuch Ations, 
though thow ſbouldft. hear theys. openlie defended, and, applauded, and theſe 
men puniſh't that dare to oppoſe and comtraditt them,and that oppoſition made 
the onlie fin. ' T his lower World is full of ſuch mad miſtakes and confuſions, 
but all will ſhortlie be ſet ſtrate. 


© The other miſcarriages that I feared men would be af2to ran into, and. 


which I have laboured to provide againſt, was, That thangh they might be 
conmvinc't that ſin in the benerals was the cauſe of all our miſeries, yet hardly 
that it was their ſin,or their friends but ſome bodies elſe that they dow't love; 
and ſo ſhift it off to this or that Party, whom they would have puniſs't, had 
theybeenin Gods ſtead. Such a ftrong ſelf-love there is in everie man, that 
his fancie ſhapes God verie much i 4 likeneſs to himſelf. Even the vileſt 
finnets, P/a/. 50. 21. thought God ſuch an one as themſelves. 4nd con- 
fequentlie th'y account themſelves, and all their Concernments dear to God, 
and ſo would interpret all his Providences in favour of them, to right their 
quarrel and to avenge them of their enemies; for thus would they preſcribe 
God, might they be Call d to his connſel, All would fain carrie it, that Goa 
is of their Partie,and againſt thoſe Whom they are againit , everie man will 
be more inclined to accu{e others, than himſelf: Nay, and hence it oft falls 
ont, that they who have eſpouſed ante [in,will be ſo far alone from thinking ill 
of 4t, that they'l rather accuſe the contrarie vert: ; and ſo godlineſs it ſelf 
may ſometimes bear the blame, or however the moi# goalie and unblameable 
men. The Pillars of a Land ſometimes are. accounted the Peſts of it , on 
which whilſt ſome men blind with rage, lay their hands topluck them down, 
they are about to do themſelves, and the people with whom they ave, the ſame 
conrteſie that Sampſon did to the Philiſtine Lords. They who were the Salt 
10 [avonr 4 corrupt world, were acconnted the filth and off-ſcouring EG all 
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him/el*, a troubler 'of Iſrael, 
Hnd when anie miſchief brfalls the Empire, thin the proy Chriſtians maſt 
be throws to the Lyons. Thus I fear amm;(t 44, mani” bitter a#d nnde- 
(erved cenſurts will be paſt by one ag ainft anther , which great fin « have 
done my beſt to conſult again, whilſt 1 hav: chieflic Iabonred to bring eve- 
rie man to a reflettion upon bimſelf, whil'ſt Thave ſtudied faithfulbe to 
deal, beth to this man and that, bis hare in procuring our miſeries ; and 
whilſt 1 havemade thi Diviſions and Partiey that a:e ammgit ue which 
occaſion this Cenſoriouſneſs, one great cauſe of our Sufferings. ' However 
one or other may interpret what [ have ane, I am prettie indifferent , only I 
hope I have ſaid nothing, which n:ed make anie man preſemiic fall a confu- 
ting me, which, [ le promiſe you, it s an hard thing intheſe deyes to eſcape ; 
Jay What you will, *tis ag ainſt Sin onlie I have a quarrel : If any guettie 
perſon ( as the Phariſees when Ghriſt preach't ) ſhall'think 1 meg him; 
let him once again know, T hat it u not againſt 9 mall or Great, bat the Sins 
of * Alt, that I am entered into the Liſts ; an [ bope thy'l rather ſee to for- 
ſake, thamvindicatethew. - But if. otherwiſe, if leave may be gramed,, 1 
dare undertake to evidence, That Sins that which brings Suffering , and 
that thoſe things Iii mentioned as the fins of our Nation, are indeed {uch. 
Tea, atvaif_ it be not thought Immndeſtie to foreft all the Reader judgment, 1 
dare add] Thav I hive ſpoken verie great Truth and Reaſon in the matters 
moſt liable to E xception, not withſtanding all the weakneſſes and diſatvanta- 
ges in the repreſenting, which [ readilie acknowledge to be manie and great 
But I have alreadie exceeded the due bounds of a Prefate., -wherefore to 
conclude, Lt all cenſure as they ſhall find meet ," only let me make 'a ſolemn 
Profeſſion (which is the more credible from one, Who hath no great 'reaſes to 
expe to out-live the General Deſolation ) that, ſo far as I kn1w my own 
heart, I bav: ſpoke nothing with a d:fign'to exaſperate any, or to humor and 

ratifi: one Fattion,by di/gracing of inveighing againſt another ; but it hath 
Now my care to ſpeak the v2ry truth, according to the infallible word of God, 
and the clrarft appr:henfions of my own Soul ; With an unſrirn:d deſire ta 
diſcover what inJted thiſe fins are, Which we _—_— {mart for, that the 
anconſiderate and ignor ant may be informed, the guiltie humbled, wickedneſs 
reed out, God appeaſed, and all our mercies, both Firitual and temporal, 
reſtored and conrinued , and theſe deſigns ſhall be followed with my prayers: 
( and [ he with thine too that real'ft me ) but how. far the ſucceſs may 
anſwer tither, I muſt leave tothe Readers improvement of,an1Gods bl:ſſing 
pon m) Well-intended, though weak endeavoars. 


Thinein the Service /of the Gaſpely._ 
: M1, M. - 
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If thertbs in the Land a Famine, if there be Peffiler ce, Blaſtin Mildew, 
| © Eoruft, or if there be Caterpillar : of if their Enemy beſiege thems 


in the Land of thiir Citits, whatſoever Plague , whatſorver" Sickpeſs 
there be : 
What Prayer and Supplication ſoever be made by any man, or by all th | 

Iſrael , which ſtall know every man the Plague of bis = Joan year 
* | © fred orb ir bands wrt Boſe 
® | * Then bear thewin Hiiven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and ds and give to 
ad ever y man according to his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt, ( for thou, even 
-- thou ory knoweſt the hearts of the children of men, ) | 
h. T——IHE good and pracious God, the Ruler and Governour of the 
o World, and the diſpaler of all events, doth nothing raſhly'or-; 
n in-vain, and thereftre hath made it the duty of the ſans-of:; - 


MK - an; wiſely toweigh -and Confider of bis Providences 3-and: 
a _- --— * to learn Infirudtions thence, as well'as from the Revelations of + 
0 | tis mind in dis written word; Aficab 6, g, We are bid to bear the Rod... 
p And theugh in the bounteous diſpenſatir ns of bis faycurs, we can affign no- 
” higher caufe than his own meet Grace and goed will, which is accompliſhe 
; in the doing good to his Creatures ; yet 10 the infliting of Judyment which. 
b is his ſtrange Work, we may be ſure to firid ſomething cut of himſelf mo-; 
/ "ving him! to it. | Tt cannot be well conceived how man ſhould ever be the; 
, a ſubje& of itt cr ſorrow , <4vid not fin rend T Im pafſible, and open de > wp 
- for the Sword to enter his Bowels, -and give it tht edge and force which - . 
n cauſeth it to pierce the deeper , ard to wound more ſenfibly,. Now as a. 
) ditemper which atiſeth from! a Surfeit, isto be look't at only as an effeRt of 
: Intemiperance, and'is not to be quar; el dat, but the cauſe cF- tt tobe bland; ©» 
and as the Chyrutgions ſearching into the-feſtereg place;/is not a wound, tut, - © $ 
4 a diſcovery of the depth of the ſore, in otder.&9 its cure; ſoare the'Jugg- 
; ments which God ſends on a pecpl. , only-to be regarded a5 the, Sympt- mes 
of, and m- ans to cure that diſorder and diſtemperedreſs within cur ſelves,, 
which doth as it were naturally produce ſuch ſufferings. It is not the. breok 
. log focth of ſome invard ditiemper, Wiuch is oue ——— 
2: Dog My '. 2aiNe.. 
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- -rather the effe& of it. The ſpots diſcernable upon the infe&ed,are notthe- }- 


42 bo but the Tokens.” Thus are we to account the moſt} | 
- that iieaoon us, but as the manifeſtations and Fug of 0p pl. x | 


within us. Now look when men by curward: ſigns find out thoſe ill hu- 
mors that lodge within them , they labour not ſo much to repreſs the 
out-lide ſore, as to corre and remove the inward cauſe. He that when the 
Pox' comes out upon a child; wiguld: driye them-in, ſh/l but make ſure and 
haſten kys death , bur racher will rhe- wiſe Phyſigign preſcribe, means for 
their kindly coming forth and ripening, chat b the corrupthumors 
may be vented and vaniſh, He that is troubled withiheats and fluſhings, 
ariling from his Liver, would but play the fool te lay plaiſters. to himſelf, 
bur wit rather take Phyſick thatmay inwardly purge, him, Eyen thus alſo 
ſuffering baving its birth and nouriſtunenc from fo,che way forthe redreſs 
of that, is the removal of this, And by no other means can a kindly.cure be 
effe&ed. Indeed ſometimes an aMiQion may be taken off in. greater wrath 
than'it was laid on, when people fo reyolr, that God will ftrike them no 
more, but becauſe they are joined to their Idols, wilt let them alone ; but 
this is but the making way for ſorer judgments to follow. And thus will it 
be whereſoever we are taken from, underthe Rod, before we axe 
under the yoke. If outwardſufferings turnto hardneſs of; heart , deſpe- 
rate is the caſe of ſuch a people or perſon ,. however may applaud 
themſelves in their delivergnice , thisis but like a venom which may ſeem 
to leave a finger or hand, but'{trikes up to the heart, chis is but a skinning 
over the ſore which will wrankle. beyoad the ilicy.of a cure: It.js but 
a kind of lightning before death,che ſureſFfore-runner & ſaddeſt preſage, 
that all our happineſsis giving up the ghoſt, and departing from us, Now 
we muſt necds acknowledye tt.infinite merey and goodneſs in our God, 
when we have reduc't our felves to fuch a dangerous eſtate by ſin, anyway 
roGicover it to-us though by ſharp and ſmarting means, ſo that theſe pre- 
vent out final raine. Oh chatT could inculcate this.into my own, and the 
Readers ſoul, that before we felt any pain, we ws Ar jr us a greater 
evil: and that what we now feel, proceeds from the of love,if we ate 
wiſe to improve it, Poor mar, thou crieſt out of poverty, loſs of Rela- 
tions, ſickneſs and pain, but didſt thou not know it ? Thou carriedſt theſe, 
ye, and worſe than all theſe about thee before,when yet thou couldſt go 
u and down quietly enoughagd never complain, Couldft thou not ſwear, 
drunk, commit lewdneſs,over-reach, defraud and oppreſs thy brother, 
profane the Lords day, negle& the Worſhip of God in publick and 
| ris make  jelt of Scriprure,and mock ar holineſs,and ſcorn & deride, 
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and perſecurorhe molt ſerious Chriſtians? 1heſe., theſe, oh ſcnſlels 
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igri at) he of dreadfa 
potry prone -but alas chou ad, ed Gare = allthin/Thout 
0 me God, andtrample ander foot thy Redeemers 
ood Cdrns tram gear oery iy hand and feet, 
& Yee Never 6nee in ary ſober ſudoeks refle& upon thy: fay,Whar 
hove Ide? Ty fines ch pln —_ thy ſpore, thy trade, fo feet, fo 
proficable, that thot thought ro: thee, 'as thy life it felf and 
Cs Ek ea drinth ſelf fo much miſchief, white thou 
walt pleaſing thy fleſh, or filling thy . | How hard a task had he un- 
dertook, thar would have gone to have conrinc'e thee-thar thy 
moſt de kpainſul ins were indeed/thy wounds,thy loffes, and:wonld 
be thry urid rings us it was, a ii hen ren ror | 


ke feelsic buec his hiearr "and gripe hs eh, ;&torrure his inward parts, 
wil then ery varhe-is poiſoned, and roar oi in the and bicrer ror- 


mem which hore ke feels; [ayrromen paiti,is bur the of thar poiſon 
enbebime mortal, whilltivxrent down i plenmey. You won 


TEE 
ar ner enero nem ar on ory 
 6r Husband, of Chil@'is dead't Wiar tt 1.49? How 


AkSthey i NE er ater ench with the. viſible hand of 
alot ages Tents ink" Whit hoas tha ſtocie 2: Hoi pule- and 
ghafHie do their 100ks of a fadtienbrrome PNow they are even ur theft 
wages reyrf An, cory thing for help? Whithiegous womrnow they 
can mak» ! oh their head;their heart:theie back! Now with-whar aftbniſh- 
mentsand horrors, do Dn to gs out their laſt) 
with what amwting fears; whit darken ons of ;che ſtare 
they are entering upon, #re-they hw &#4d ? wine paſlionate'cur-cties 
hop? Vi they thenten -wkar muſt they dis ? ls theys' no remedy ? ns 


ago x world th - nes wry antes 
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wihin thereach of tlie! at! [death of all/o-1 
thers:fhoul#befatl cherir b That ſhould be thus deſolate and for-: 
lord/forfakerrof all; abandoned of their neareſt relations, in this time of 


Ras, mares extremiry,when they moſt need ſuccor and comfort) Thou- 
hhearcy groanuigs, and bitter wailings- may. you bear; bur bad 
you come in amorigſtrheſe people; a few: daysſfince ,, ob whar quite ozher 
kind of men werechey? How joHyand-(ture; following their pleaſures 
or bufineſs, and-would it's like, have {aught at 'him that ſhould have told: 
them ofa death ſo near, or of the t that follows after. How few, 
alas! how very few ſhould you bave then found amongſt them, who did-ar 
any timecry our, oh blind man that is fo ignorant of God. ob catnal. heart; 
that isſo-averſe-fror his Laws} /Ob:how naevenly 'dv-1-walk1-Baſe.thea- 
cherouswretchthac Lam thus to:departfrom;Go&1!,Yile-and aunthankful 
creature, that ever Iſhould offend a God of ſuch mercy and love*oh that 
I was delivered fromthe power-of my luſts, the'temprations of Satan,and 
all the diſeafes of my ſoul | Alas! inſtead-of fych becoming language as 
zhis,you might from the-moſt have heard (1 and cyrſingyjd/e;longs, 
filthy and-ribbald: ifro orworidly uepeo- 
fable diſcourſe. Poor ſtupid ſinner;then thonawalt Rabbing and deſtroy- 
ingrhy {|f,then thou-walt (ciz'd with the molt deadly infection. Then had 
it been nouncharitableneſs wer 1s 5 tw-bave _- aptnne day 
upon me, in Capital-Letrers,,0n Ea Yea WHE an men Jaw 
it there in-tharwickedneſs that broke on in thy life," and-lonk't on4hee; as 
fazer for @ Peſthouſe, thzn conyerſe'; as one not.ta be aceompanied wich, 
except in-order to thy retovery.. Now.amuſt we avt all in general ſay, that 
is aderrompaiveis the yroee BogeſaBitn 10: menking. that berillo 
far concert himſelf with us in our miſerable eltace, as by any means- £0 .4- 
waken-us.to a ſenſe of: it ENDO biliry-of a, Cuxg?Sotriſh 
wrerches,thar meaſure allevents by ncyie flaſh blood; 


will not believe there can he{ovein-ſach ſore Aﬀlictions.. They to whom - 


Sin was ſweet, will-bardly wn to. like well of thoſe potions which 
are adminiſtred'on-parpoſe to-make'it bitter, How will they the Phy 
lick, who love their very Sicknels 2; But all whoſe eyes God ſhall open dy 


bis Frovidences ;, wilidee abundant .caulc 40 bles and praiſe him'tor his / 


Love; in working:them'to a timely apprehenſion of. zhat, which otherwiſe 
had-been their ruine, Tell me man. Is.irnor a-wonderful mercyto-be a- 


aerated" any aye If th pocket 
rtmakes thee-j otherW! as UIOU Di ne $o/the ſpe 
"Rel | We : | 
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on id tookſt not gone thee to find\Qur; and docs tw bet qenges 

' Fisrhan all theſe, and fo to eſcape much ; rote. than yer T chow 
haſt fk} 'ris bur a tntle while defore chou nd Arguments-reachi 
to thy'vety/ ſoul, which will make theeac whar 1 nowTay. 
then; when thou findett chy ſelf under the vials-of divine vengeance, and 
haſbrakerup thy refidence it the Devilsand damned Ghoſts inthe 
midft of the burning Lake poraney rh inconliderable chings-nor worth the 
mentioning, will allthe miſeries thou underwenzeft in thy life-rime,appear 
t6 thee?" har deſirable things wit! the moſt pinching. Poverey;,: the molt 

rievGus pain thenſcem; compar's to what chow wileentiare 2 Wharvery 
amines, Plagyrs.and heavi- 


-nieer fled]. bicings wilechou then 
ED, inthe bed y-Olwhac wouldtt 
thou kn eo where how qſloken hd doi oy lc 


fuch a rare aryl wotrarets Mpek t6:thote damnedpirits mrhe 

| {| ofj rheir'Forcures ; Juchanone' as thy Predeceſſot Fudas felcithe 
© ren are ew thou ſhale _= 
- Rew. 16:14; ponrobe laſphemi cs againſd God; the 

Rick whoſe fury; li cam of -briv [tore kindles :ancb 


vier accuſations,chan ever atytof Gods Miniſters did whil ft thou waſt upon - 

wore ors Ye elf ſtark mad & befatred.and 
arthy;own:tupent!: eyed 

and reſplutche Nunge ty Gbinto-thyplech adn acl toon 

ofthe leaſt aggravenions of. thy torment, wo reflect y 

which Godus'd with-thee,to have convince rs by {in and prontne 

Gag ithad been too late;.of ———_ thou madeit bgbt,apd wouldſ not. 
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offers of re ndernbens m And when wewere ſunk into fach 
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kewogr mol en'd member, thee 
to. ave this2; Mill then: here is Mercy TT 
wt pen, te Es 
informing light in 4 moment ; 
Earth. #9, Hell, and there have convine't thee ip ſuch a manner; 4s: Jeeves: ao . 
zoom for thy Reformation , when as now he hath taken ama thy Negh- 
rs threatned thee with death ,a0d\affacded thee':lpmg. 
for thy preparation, -andfor.the- prevention ob #8 .endiels, 
oart theſe Lives , Jnighteftbave been! the- fiſh; at yeaow- 
. God had level'd his Arrows ; thou have been ſnaje\'t out: of the 
World. ſuddenly , without'any. other W than, the Word -hath given 
tees © it may bave hapned to otbers;:1! But is -hath nor 1thus befaln 
thee, - whatever:thaw mail feel or fear furthges thou cant nat but ackeion- 
ledge Ced treats thee very graciouſly; Whil'&thogarbon "this.G4e bloll,. 
aw _ learn much by the ſeyereft Diſpenſations;;' this ſeem 
» piercing way of mayer we modes 1a vited- 
b thy dloctzand ona, and moR like[y to-prevath worn thee y :48 Not 
needing ſo machy.the -a particular Application toithy falls. winch 
thou would i not be oth to in thehearing of the: maſt»fe#Thing Ser- 
mone, FTI) Fae 479 otbr al lck fenhroiy m_—_" 
God ſpeaks wo w felt, longer) 
upen which be will ie ty meſie nbng minke i roof | 
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ae i them, whil'tt 
ſhall manifeſt 
Trey ca wit)” of ſit, by deimotiftratiors 
E7 he thatigroang under theſe toads, tray vety retdil: -irfer, 
per nb cs ing great Evil,wbich pulls down ſuch Fadgments 
from ny) tertytord God: which yet at the higheſt, ate- but Para 
- 6f infrnitely worſe to follow, even Everlaſting defiruRion ft 
of wants, wrt Repentance, - > Rua wher thou 
age of "ry ArftiAtiens, 2s thehce to-infottin'thy ſelf of thoLhilof fi fin 
e's of -ehy particular fin ; to know that fin is's Plague,and to 
know what I the Plague - of thy'own heart, then thou'art in'a very fait 'way 
-tovards deliverance and healing, And this is made -evident tof vs, bythe 
Word!'of Solomon which-we atthe beginning, which” T intend 
4 or ord they the funda & Omore 
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09%": 'Fws things 6n:the'B only, 1 ſhall hintfrom theſe words, 
abihy Thir we may-ver tern this Prayer of: Slower! ine a Prochiſe, 
—_— Twine bo of ot anfporeyann in -fefe- 
Fence t6 the of all be gramre$teceveryman” in any place, 
the:Conditions here deſcribed. | 

"2, Note, Thitunder the work Know, is compriz'd the whole performance 
of alt thar-if! required in other places of Scripturs;in zhder to the obtaining of 
the. pardbn of fins, and the removal of 1thofe Judgments which it had pro 
cwed;” 6+ r-rrany fu common in holy: Writg thin the” making 
words bf: , Inclufive  6f the affeions and” pratice-alſo, To 
knowGod, fi comprehends or whole duty to him ; for” our know- 


pate. ne Rr. os ground-work of all other Duties 
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ſerved them; if the P adrs fortron em nadaggr a 7 

ng OX} this much; That there is.2 in the-hearts of that People; ſome: fuchi 
of Wickedne(s which pravok'd God'to pear out his Wet "ther! / Sin? 
ns x bay, ſukrg will a the har tar mes a war Is. 45 


\ cfca threatwed Wrath, 
: JE peghe /e0 ;aſtue Es 


'ClearneG and power 5 wayoyery' 


pur! for teen , Flemake Nw: : 
endyobe neon ermmbaarky >, wot woe "$6 heth ado thy. 


Plazie of curonn heart (bywhich is meant Sin,the diſeaſe of the Soul) is ' 
28 much as to be convinc't of it, to ſee its Odiouſnef#;" to bettuly humbled 
for ," and fincerdly reſolved toforſake it. Thit mud be i working: - 
cal Knowledge, not reſting in meer conviQtion, is evidene from the' 

words ; whieh mention the _— er eqn ocreding from thoſe who know bh 

Plague of heir own\beares ;, ſo follows , e/fnd \cherr 
baxd* torhjv Howſe'; that i is, —_ their Addreſſes to G ; with ſome [kind 
of particular reference to the Temple, where he did in a-more/ſpecial 
mannex refide ark] manifeli himſelf ; and thus Dayiel in opened: 
his Windoye-towatd Jernfalens, Dan. 6. 16; Now te that ſhould thus core 
to God, what'is irfor * Notonly for werent alſo to confeſs fin, 
the cauſe of his miſery 3 and: if ſo, the) mult be be truly grieved for. his 
provocatiotisof the molt holy. God, and this could not be with out > a 
and es'of | a Reformation. 
[need not and £0: lorem thetwracund That when, is 
thus affected ſhall; if! not be freed fromthe temporal Afﬀlictionihe lies yn«- 
der, yet be ſecured fromthe hurt of 'it ,, and have greater OW 2 
ed; this, 1 ſay; Tneed not and toprove,, the Scripture being evetywhere- 
fo full of Examples and Promiſcs that demonſtrate it, Andindeed irisfully 
evidenc't/inithe very tenour of the” Covenant of Grace,which aſſures Par-! 
don | and all ibgeney) good for us ,uipoh «the condilitn; of) 
our C , and receiving Chrift ;- which nane canto, bot chey who ace! 
ſenfible of x need of him. who have ſeen the evil of fin; botty as to it 
nature andeffeRts , and are defirbus to be delivered from the gailt and pdl- 
lution; | and this ſenfe of —— fromirin keartand. tife;; vis! rae 
Repentance:; and bpen.condyion of This it was that Gulbbwn! pra dfor; we | 
Godfr ptomiſeth-Mercy 3 ;andpacticutyſortirmer wedirnny 
prayer, and thepromiſehe made-to grantit, 2'{bron.7.14;14, * 94] 

Whirevyer then the Judgments of -God are more Eminently inflicted on© 
People, it is a fign there are ſome:hemous Tranſgrethotis' which have | dev: 


23s ſmoke that proccedefromir. -Wheref, 
plain, 1F\chit knbwicdge) 


| AOpRSALs tn eve to them it ooly Way to procure 


S—_— en xe plingd te monde me han when ntice 


tha Spreima<ffcientendlecF al thaSulbcriogs wa iews: 

Poryr< orwmcy pert {of afflitian that's.) audihach zot be d:28 ar? 

2/1c.is forthe Sia of : People,that God lays ſu fferings upon: them, 

3. Itis a moſt proper ſeaſonable Duty, in times nb ghee. - 
make enquiry int@our Wayes, that we may. diſcover what is moi 

be: the Cauſd{,mhat inthitia Aches thatte@ubles ng:? is the.grear thi 

whereof | weare call'&in\the day of | Advetfity to and F; 

the moſt of-my bufineſsin my following Diſcourſe, ſhall: be the praRtice of 

this DireSon-hor T{dall abt particular y handle any of theſe Obſervations. 

4. If we our our Choral end aber i gn 11 far from us;and be- 

take our {elves'th God for merey:and ro rOratye 2 vo 

fergym's remove item us cur Miſcricas,aptrefioce fig 

anſwer one ObgtcBen bytliteray, acdc ſo: paſs on. to! what I 

They have been -ſenhble 'of y and. in ſame 

> have bety hold: _ as 
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[65 ) If the hadement beNational Sd Famine, © ; forme 
A nes fent for a National common Stn, 1t caynot be 
That theHutothation-of: fame few 'Perors-fhould al- 


hog anon futh Calamities,” ::Nay'y ' the Righteeus:them/ 
No nerbe echoed 25 we find there 'were- "many good Mien 
carried with the teft 1 into Babylon, amongſt which , were Dime! , 
andthe: Children. Indeed ſomerimes weread of ene or mare, Lands 

e Gap,andpreventing « delage 'of Wrath, as: Afaſes oft- did}; 
there wasthendifoſfome kind of general-Humiliarion: ;3 for of 'the:' people';] - 
rages Hrs yee rhey exo bins, Pſa). 78; 34 1 And\thoug! 
cepreviiledthusfar, that ow cru rg xy 


| then : Nach: deliver'd him: 
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werethe fins of the  neſdo10% rae nem 
wet incl om Th Gods hay iver their-own fouls, #2. 
14,14.Ordinaril /ris an Humiligtion in ſome competent meaſure proporti- 
te. Wien. ud wats yr mar eter rue. 

W Nineveh inned, ani was threatned, it be ral 
nce that could prevent the Execution of thoſe T ws mo. 


= iGrular Parſdes mayined by their Riſes 

Se wEoleTne, nor yet free themſelves et pocate 
Whic upon the Body of the Nation, yer- ſhall not their labour be 
ſol, but God will have a ial eye to them in the common Ruine, and 
what js in wrath to/ochers,. ſhall be in love tothe. *; They ſhall have ei 
ther fuck preſervation from, -or deliverance out of the temporal Calami 

- or fuchſupportio, and; advantage by 'it, that they ſhall have abun+ 

it reaſ6nto acknowledg, thar-their Repentance and Supplications were 
not inivain; | Fear nor, [poor Chrillian, it thou be buc a mourner in- Z ion, 


Aogbemt bleeds for thine-0wn and others cranſgreſſions; thy 
be in the midſt of profane, rebellious Sinners, Prnen 
Rs ins croud. Itis noethe Oaths, and Blaſphemies, and Crying Smof 


thoſe about thee, that ſhall drown thy Prayers : but God will hear , 

pak 4} Aardapragh cept anſwer them. If thy Soul, prom evertin 

Life be given thee for a prey ( as aremporal Life was ed 
a 39 Ae TB ; Jer. 45: $5.) thou kak yy are 
ſame Diſeaſe; and Death ſeize 
doth them'? It comes not the fame Reaſon, - nor ſhall ic have 
effet; What though thou walt carried in the ſame Ship wich Traicors into 
rage nan. where they are tobeecxecured , and thou advanced to 
Dign! ty, was this any hurt to- cheg 2/1f Death cake. ifram, 

der os yan under which chow-mayeſt now: groan; 1a 
 bgeonmoanre eranſlace. thee into the glorious, Preſence addGult 
Ever-blefled God, hisjs ſure 4 diffecent rthjngfrom:being 
Cy ſony happineſs intorhefociery and tormentsof-the De- 
vil arid his Angels. Wherefore thou haſt good reaſenro acknowledg Gods 
ngs with thee, which zo ſepſe-may be 
the ſame with wha: others meet with, Tmught dd ale ſpiricual advan- 
rages which accrue to, che Godly by Aiftions | buc the ocher: 
3:5 Thy Alive may pertaps be more for Trial, c Trl, hn Pu. 

3 may more 
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ror” aTeſtirtiony 
doin them ;" 05740 'torfeek qe NT 
Whatever they. be,//fee-chou chro of:them; to'be more \deeply 
bled for, andferagainſt ſit; which is: remoreſpar leaſt, the: cauſe of 


4h, .rand todervean/thyfelf - mm fabmiſlively _— the 
mighty hand of G64;/ ancd'in his hs wittexalt'thed/! 5115779 2.71 


[-\ ir being-therrevidem, That che wf'Sin;'s fo invethty to the 
| removing the heavyrhand of an offended C d fron off ari afflicted 'Nati> 
ori;Surely,che grear Work we are all-ealfd to inhis day of our. fore Vili- 
ration,” is ro prve all nce'to know why it is thar God contenderh wich 
us;; andrwhereinwe havelincenſt him" thaib to-pout ouphis wrath upon: uſer. 
that ſo ve fromouy parricular ſins, he Sy his 
eomfortus;! ||And in'orderitothis, it is-the quty'of every Lurie an 
Inhaditanvef the Land, irche firſt place to call f ro-a- ftri& xc; 
and \impartiatlyto' look intd his heart, and review his life, and ſeewhache 
toward'the haſtening theſe James = us, mack part 1s 
apply _—_ do his wine? foe thei | 
the kindling of che Ovmmor fame i "wherefore eve 
hi butket"to 'quenelt! ir;/ * And here let me warn 
: par ey nal: ot amoſydangerous'temptation, wherewith- its hkerhey*l 
beaſfauicell3trowit, ro'think but very tneanly, and ſlightly of oy own 
particalari{ing;! avifrhey had{ictle or no\ influence, ts the bringi > 
= vious Catamities'+ ant thao parely ourof ſelf-tov&fwhicly 
ov how weactuſe our: ſelves, und ready ro exrenuate all our book 
Gann; partly, becauſe” we'friay yet be free from the'ſmart., and therefore 
rake dura c91d iabview of our'ſelve;/and partly, becauſe when we 
imakupois the &vi{s in grofſe underwhich <6 Nation lies, 'we' cary Jiſcerts 
brawive hen; anÞdur perſonal” offerices; and rhis'romes 
ttinghbftomonr ignorance of the ious HarttWaſthbiealt fin; "Now ods 
fecbdnoty ſe)f, Reader; and tell me2Halt rhok not Beet vety teadycirtth8 
getieral-rocry our, Thav?tis for thelfifs ofthe Nation wenve pat dep + 
and © fie out yery dirterly a this parey;or that: His abuſe; and the 0- 
ther/Corruprionh in 'Chubeh of Stare, 'biriri the mean rite} baſt 
© If as thou 61 keeſt, as if thoitwaſt hot 
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yy do not think when thou, hafi diſcovered. ,, agd. confefs'd. ſin'; 
rhen thy work is over, as if by thy formalities thou hadii purchaſed.c co _ 
felf a diſpenſation to continue init, like many thar. think they ſerve G God 
fufficiently by going to Church and ſaying their Prayers, andin the "eas 
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0+ Sabbath-breaker! 4nd Nepleter of -Dity-ro God; publick or pri- 
vate; ; bf haſt hy*d i anythe like ſins; - enter new-1nto a ſolemn: Covenant 
with God; ther by'theaſlifiance of his . thou wilt never 
pres ir fucha courſe vf Impiety;/ -If thou ha abuſed thy 
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it when it was 
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vil21Fas a Miniſter, thow haſt bee regardie(s of the ſouls of thoſe .com- 
mitted wid overſight, onely rivingto-encich thy progeny better thy 


le, thoſe fins thou haſtpreach'd againſt, Or, ifas. Ruler of 3 
prop : thous | been negligent, not ſetting up the Worſhi of Godin 
thy Houſe, e from one day ro another withour ſo much as a ſerious 


gy thy Children, nor Servancs in the fear of the 

ever} 1n aword, thy truſt; and uifairhfulneſs) ro hack been; 

Dd wharf fn ard, and reſolve for the futureto do- hy utmofi 
to diſcharge thy duty, to anſwer andfill thy ſevera{ Relations. 
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tp C8 wr repentance-do co n al Of that flow 

= > ey anus > hy who is it muſt -pacifie 

wrath by their Reformation? But, if choufor rhy: part wilt practiſe 

what T have kereeurſority dire&ed; thon knowſt not chars may do 

Falſo; and {5 ifevery one would 'ferto this Work, thy Cav: = Sor) 


'F&whoſly filericed-and anſwered. - But again,- chou-wouldett grant it to 


ſome purpoſe for the whole body of the people ro join im hearcy bumiliari-. 
on and amend ment of their ways, and know', NR be- 
nefir anger ”__ toaNatien by ſucha general repentance,thou thal 
Procuxe it to 7 how this-perſona/ performance of thy Duty , that is, 
eſther the AMi ifſhell be kept, or taken of thee, or laid ori. in ſo 
much. 


_r 


: = God ry ory gr 
ME hong 
Attiſe rhy 


DE 

Tins 27 W0ULN4E SB 1 

all us up INCL 

|  —_— ah T019uH Wa 


Lott bug Gud;from whath;#2 Ta 
we fid-ofthis wiſe and daxifu! 'dempanor Oh paw 1 
ſwade pobr ſouls'te din core, blo hy x 
doth-all he canto harden gnd-{6 

paſt at! pollibilityefn teliyery.q- 


ly: 'q 
_— widydundelh for worearal $818 
wy Tore brim, nod bp, aleds, if thay 
art ſo far pbrfwaded this duty have been preſlj 
ems, po on thou ps womb le I" rect gr 
out;/rhap rhou mghtel , expel. Y: Wwe heart + 
may\#&ſonirhin rote nl} amugreed ue 
enfdeavenrro di out Nationarey/fenwhichieſper 
ywednaonl lagied ele tand ot Cod. Andthe Lord awar 
ken is alfſerioutly t& lay10 al" remove then. far, from:as, char { 
God bing atomptohomn deg upon whe by his R qr arp 
ſhew whis w bhes, Rendered 
ay rhe with hy Conrad la 


Cty ay Fawnewadl Noe] an ha EEE 


"08 _ 


Mall. 


> 2:2 =oa 32 0D & a 2 oth =. 82 rn oem 


Opn, CIIIOY 3-as.1 


toriots o 
es Gees 


I pays EE 
er TDs are;ankt dec; EE 


refs them 12. I\fhall; probeeboto-lay open "XY 
is amongnswhith wedptoplydiokul mibemicives, bunalſe £74 
in part, ſecxeteduſewofhy former which. yer perhaps. may not be apparent JG." 
r&/nor ackmo wid dgodgs fudh by all:16 7bod 510d w a f20! 101 Sraqug 2m 
-And once gaingtetane deſing every Reader:te. placg K.95 at the Bar oa 
© of God, 'and forepaſhatrus judgment pon ha ae 49.quarrel $6 
with the Phyftian, inſteadrof;falling-out with, the: diſeaſe ; hox-be yr nd 
2 _ from henving the-diſcqyeries ofthe Phagucaſhis awe: heart,'s 


wou x1 


CB Os” | 


EEE ah es 

wilinghy thee! thy Sores; rharchey might" time whiter Te- 
ſolution a_ to have them ſearcltints; —_——— incurable,though may 
rev avi hag thanks forthe offer —_— Hyetl know whom thou, wilt 


Fvodidbfain thye prevented, 
yh pn Sper gem rrp ifl nicfhiv ba, gi 2 
- 14) In the Frotbft Iubomihriven wider the Ef ty herecd we 
prodn,we may well place Aduſtery; Ebrnjcation ard Laſdvioudrels, whe-: 
we" confiderthe omen ena "© the: tommooneGs.hereof. a, 
'rabo/ :Thisis a fre'we ofteh Kcended: ary nts 
ante ——— tle d 


d 
-— 
_ 


mirror 
eo th6end®; as that whichiin a —_—_ lea 


won ped fb inxdwellirips. vf.ahÞ Holyrpini 


h 
Na 
id 
fo 
mw 
na, 
nd 
16 
ml 
2 
ly 
er 
Var 
JS 
be | cor , 
8g 
ae 
2 01 BE 
no- Iu 
ced 
7 
and * 
le 
rent F6. 


1 
> 


TEL 


ww 
= 
= 


(+ Th 
Soils in nah rad henfragininl/ 
endured 


| reaſog fqr-the 
nance of! to nddarte nh prettn TE 
eo degenerate ito ſucſr effeniinate irhpotene, as to; be burcied away: 
their own-tuſts;to ſuch beaiiial uncleannefs. | EL; 
But alas! How notorioully; Baa hate veg for Gchjna 
and lewdneſs ! It cantotnowh Repacy Pablick 
Stews are ereRed within his (arr peer yes barbs difference , 
Repor:penk.)T enc't; Qurs 
' are not demoliſti't,' [Nor yet; mon mares hte mr 5: ergo! 
known, bur ESI dilgroer of ogy. | 


Thoſe are (if Hiſtory, and Cemmen Urs 


Eveni wiom Wine ndver | for 
ing ence e- 
eoAnd ; if lengch; Ge 


habohene filed neſs 4 bo þprening ny t6, his Slarep 
; Who cr of parer ejer thao tueare to thedeaft inigniny,) His Word 
condemn 4 rang 


70 | 


_— 


ſelves will prevail with them, God hath judgments in ſtore thar ſhal exrorr 
tn them, will they, or willthey not;moR paſſionate and hearry acknow= =*-* 

kdgments, tharwhifſt they were ſatisfying their Luſts chey-were molt flu= * 

diouſly contriving their own ruine, & treaſuring up wrath/for themſelves 

againſt the day of wrath, If neither Poverty, nor Shame, Pox nor Plague 

can bring them to fuch a confeſſion, Hell ſhal bring them to this,and mucts 

more.” 

-” Biifas if we were not content with thoſe ordinary ſins of Adultery and 

Fornication,*tis reported that we have amongſt us , beſide the effeminare, 

abuſers of themſelves with mankind atfo, This in 7raly had been noſuch 

monſtrous thing; bur can it be accounted leſs in Eng/and? Boch Heathen 

and Popiſh Rome indeed, hath ſtill been infamous for this, amongſt other 

abominations/and rhence*ris mott probable, we have derived Sodomy , as 

well as Popery. And *tis well, if among all other projets, for the pro- 

motionof Holy Church, this be not one,to debauch our Gentry, the better 

to diſpoſe them for the embracing of that Religion, which can afford chem 

Indulgences at ſo-cheap aRate. Now let any man but ſeriouſly conſider the 

Holineſs of God, his infinite purity and juſtice, and withall refle& upon 

hisOmnipreſence,hisall-ſearching eye that is uponthemoſt ſecret actions, 

think bat how he hath been a Witneſs of all-that LewdneG thac hath been 

commirred in all places, in the greateſt privacies and retirements, not bars 

and bolts could keep him our, not drawn curtains, norhe darkeſt / night 

could hide impure ſinners from his view, conſider we but theſe things,and 

- ſhallwewonder if for theſe wickedneſſes the Lord be wrath with us , and 
pour out the Vials of his fury _ us ? -How juſtly might: God rake up 
the complaint againſt.us, which he did againſt 7/ael, Jer. 5. 24 8. wha 7 
have fed them to the fall, they then committed Adultery, and aſſembled thenw* 
ſelves by Troops in the Harlots houſes + They were as fed Horſes in the moyn- 
ins, every one neighed after his Neighbours wife, And whar follows, ver. g. 
Shat # not viſfit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? ana ſhall not my ſoul be a- 
wvenged onſuch a Nat.ou as this ? And-obrnow, that all: choſe whoſe Con- 
ſciences condemnthem for theſe things, would preſently ariſe,&take ſhame 
tothemſelves,& do no mere ſo wickedly,leſt worſe things yet befal them, . - 
Andthe good Lord awaken thoſe that are in Authority , to greater vigi- 
lance and induftry for the future, in ſearching after , puniſhing and ſup- 

_ preſſing rhis Impiety wherewith we are ſo pojuted, that the Viſitation now 
upon'us;which harh fo much the ſame cauſe with that laid 9n the 1frachices 
Naunb.25. may alfo have the ſame ſpeedy and eff:ualcure ,: which we 

' may read, Pſal.106.29,30, Thus they provok't him to a_——_ their inven- 
F095, and the Plag ue brake in upon them. T hen ſtood wp Phinchas, and execur 

tet? ndgment and ſo the Plague Was ftayed. D The 
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- The two next Sins T ſha[l mention, may paſs for Appendices to this firſt, 
' ashaving been t00 8pparent promoters of it; which yet if they were nar, 
may upon other accounts be deſervedly reckoned amongit the provoking 
fins of the Land. | nigf thnge 3g Birth, 9 | 
2, The former, is the Licentiouſneſs of the Stage , where wickedneſs, 
and amongſt other ſorts, wantonneſs is more effe;tually taught, han it is 
decried-in the Pulpit. Let their favourers talk what they will; of their.ad- 
yancing Virtue,and ſhaming Vice,Lſhould put it anongſt one of the won- 
ders of the Times, to hear of any man Reform'd by a Play.If ro hear oachs, 
be the way to make men leave them:; if ro-hear the Sacred Name of God 
profaned, his Word jeſted with, Religion it ſelf derided , be the way to 
make men Devout; if to hear Laſcivious Diſcourſe, and ſee Impudene-Per- 
ſons and Actians, be the way to get Modeſty , then let usall flock.td the 
Play-Houſe, And next, from the ſame Reaſon,Jlet Youth be broughi up in 
&Brothel-Houſe, to-learn Chaſtity , at a'Tavern, to avoid Drunkenneſſe, 
at a Gaming-bouſe,to kegp them from Curſing and Swearing. I have heard 
but few count itany wiſdom in thatNation,where they were wontto 
make their Servants drunk , to ſhew their Children the odiouſrck of ir, 
and ſurely there was leſs charity in it, ro make ſome commit wickedneſs, 
tharthey might prevent it in others, When Vice ſhall be repreſented, 
yea, nw commendably ro0;*tis very great offs, but chat rhey will ſoon 
tmrnActorswhenthey are gone away, who were even now Spectators of 
it. Whiar is to be learn't attbe Play-houſe, . let the Converſations of moſt 
that plead for,and haunt them, evidence. And from the Livesto theConſci- 
ences of the greateſt Admirers of a Play, do [, Whether ever they 
go any real good-fromthiem, and-whether they have not oft-gor evil. The- 
precioustime that is miſpent either in ſeeing,or afrerwardstalking of them, 
is not to be lookton asa thing of nothing, bowever it be: {lighted by 
thoſe wretched Sotts,that knowing neither God nor themſetves;have more 


time than they know wel what to-do with, and therefore are glad -torun'to- 


theit Plays and Sports, for nothing elſe but to helptheni away. with it; and 
let not ſuch complain,ifa Plague at once eaſe them of all that trouble,and 
carry them intoan Erernity,where they ſhal never more have one of thoſe 
-- precious moments Which here they were weary of , and knew nothow to- 
- 4mprove. Andif =P knew nothing they had to do here, but pleaſe them- 
flves, God wit caſt them-into a world; where he will find chenvemploy- 
ment.eaough, but of ſuch a natare , thatrhey ſhall wiſh a thouſand and-g;; 
thouſand timezover, that they had ſpent all their days in the greateſt _ 
gence and t{ricnefsto have prevented it. Letythe giddy careleſs ones 
the world; cry as longasthey will, What hurtisHhere in this, or the other | 


*\2 


= 


UMI - 1 


| Recreation or Merriment , that aly waſts their time? If, there was any 


- them fo, to hinder its return: Whoever mayhbe,diſpleaſed 


hurt if the fire and brimſtone that fell uponSodow, that which caus'd.it,was 
no ſach harmlef thing , and amongſt the ſins of the City, abundance of 
idleneſs is nam*d for one; Ez. 15.49. : ht "a" g 
Again, were it nothing elſe but that vanity and frothinels 'of mind, and 
unficneſs for all Religions duties, which Plays naturally produce , I think 
thiswas enough to make all ſober perſons regard them as little Better than 
Peſt-bouſes: And had our Gallants look't on them as ſuch,and accordingly 
ſhun'd them, rhey might not have had occaſion to avoid thoſe which are 
more dreadful, but leſs hurtful. Would our wanton Youth,and idle Dames - 
have kept out of theſe places of Infet.on, where folly and lightneſs raint-, 
ed them both by their eyes and ears,there might have been no ſuch infec- 
ed places,which they are now ſo careful to ayoid.:For my own part,] my 
needs ſay , That Itook it for adiſhonorable reflectionuponour Enj 
Prelacy , which a modern Poet makes bis ebſervation, in. a Preface tog® 
Book of Comedies., put forth in theſe lare times, That Biſhops and Plays © * 
went down together. And ſure,if they could have hindred it, *cis as littlefor © © 
their Honor, that they have both been reſtor'd again,I can ſcarce(but tha © 
I ſhould prevent my ſelf ) forbear crying out, when Preachers mouths ar 
ſopr, and Players opened, What ſad e are like to-ſellow! Surely. 
Primitive Chriſtians, whoſe moroſeneſs in refuſing to behold the Romar 
Speftacxla(whateves difference there may be betwixt them,and our Stag! 
oh s) was one grgat crime objected againitthem,would not have thoug 
Tach lewd and al {t Shews agreeable wich cheir Profeſſion, But what. 
talk 1 of them, a company of ſullen Souls, auch what like the people. 
are wontto laugh at for Puritans? Ir ss 20607 yuliceſs pam to argue,thar 
aPlayisin it ſelf , or whatit may ger refig'd ro; but 1 (ras. 
them with all cidſe corruptions with whith, they are now attended; Ang” * 
I would hope the ſame policy, a little more jimproy'd , which hath ſhutup 7. » 
the Play-houſes now, to prevent theiſpreading of . the infect;on,, will ec | 
Wi 


motion; I am very confident, God is net, and then bang indifferent who 
is. | | 
- 3, The latter of the two Sins, which I mention'd, as related to url. 

particular, is Pride , and amongit all the ſorts of it., which might, war 
wel teſerve our notice, and with which no doubt God.is provoked, het 
mean eſpecially Pride of Apparel; a Sin grown either ſq jmpudent, or TW. 
univerſal, that our P#lpirs do of late dayes ſeldom meddle with it. 1am 
ſometimes ready to think, Miniſters are *dro concera themfelves with © 
ſuch low ndridicyl us things(though I wiſh they are net ſilent for fear of 


& 


Fr YORI | NP ” 
- Sehdingthe{F fine bearers; which may diifice to be of the beſt inthe Pa- 
riſh.)Bur if people tit be ſo ridiculous and vain, & manifeſt ſuch childiſh- 
neſs andfolly, furefy their Teachers muſt follow:rhem, and condiſcend to: 
diſcover to them all their miſtakes, and the ſubtle ways of the Deceiverof 
fouls, who is very ready to play at any Game forthe ruine of poor -Crea- 
cures; and holds more in his flavery by this very vanity we are now infiſt- 
ing on, than is ordinary thought - we may find the great Apoſtles not 
chinking it befow them to give-precepts imthis matter, 1Pet. 3, 3,4, 5.99hoſe 
adorning , let it nat be that outward my of pla.ting the hair, or wear- 
eng of oold, or puttino on of apparel, &c, fo alſo 1 Tim. 2,9, 10; In like 
waner alſo, That women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel , with ſhamefaſt- 
s and ſoby qty, not with broidered hair, or gold , or pearls, or coſtly array; 
wt, which becometh women profeſſins goalineſs , w.th good Works, Which 
commands how they have been violated; it concerns the guilty, to. lay co 
Heart. As I would not be thought of their opinion , who place«lieir Reli- 
gion ſo-much in Meats, Driftiks or Apparel, whether Papiſts in the former, 
or Quakers in the fatter ; ſo I am as far from thinking, that Religion ex- 
tends not to theſe things; for though it be ſeated in the hearr, it gives laws 
tothe outward. Man, Iremember, it is an Obſervation of a moſt, judi- 
cious and learned Divine , That few of thoſe Errors or Secs that have 
rofe up amongſt ns, but have call'd upon us, ro have regard to ſome neg- 
| lected truth or duty, as be inſtanceth in ſeveral, And to add one more, [ 
think the 2uakers are riſen up, keeping fuch a ſtir abgyt Ribbands,Cuffs, 
and Lace, andfach like things, to ſhame and condemnAll, efpeczally 'the 
more {tri profeſſors of Religion , for that very great liberty they have 
aſſunrd ro themfelves in their bravery, gaudineſs, and: changeableneſs of 
- Apparef.. Had the profeſſors of theſe latter times; made thoſe of the. for- 
mer (who were yet as careful of their hearts as any ) theiPpatreras in this 
matter, they had ſpoil'd the poor Baker of half his Religion , and not 
ven himan orehiioit co bring up a Se&-rhar ſhould go in plain and mo- 
deft clothing. Bur wiſe are they-who ſhun both extreams, :;- | + 
Doubtleſs; this Pride in the outward man, is no ſuch a {leight matter as 
*cis commonly made, See [/a. 3. 16. Becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 
bawghty ,” and walkt with ftretch- forth neths, and wanton eges-—--T herefore 
— will che Lord [mite with''a ſcab the crown of the head of the Daughters , of 
Zo. And have we not had multitude; ſuch-walking in our: ſereecs ? Read 
> oa thac Chap, from the 15 ver totheend, audtel me then, wherher,God 
- rake not yotice of, and is not difpleas'd with that vanity, and curioſity in 
apparel, Is not this indeed to be proud of our ſhame, fince cloaths them- 
' *lves bad not been us'd, bat for that ſhame which fin introduc'c ? And. I 
ns* 5 may 
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may well annex this to the T: 


, 


c neſs , both as diſcovering" and | 
moting- i : Fot-what's the dtfign of 'al{that art, colt and pains that paiſogs | 


£ 


beſtow-uporiattirihg themſelves , bates appear handfom and welbſeteutÞ - | | 


And what's this foryhut'to court otherge yey tobe fix't or them ?: What are 
naked breaſts, and painted, and ſpotted Faces Uefign'd for, 'bur as trapans and' 
ſnares for the wanton beholders ? Ahd the dreſs 1t ſelf by the laſctvious,, 18 
made but4 more plauſible kind of Pander,” | It may be worth the noting', 
thatthe word rendred*eff:minate, wart Cor. 6. 'gy;is joyned- with 
budria4, and fignifies fofc clothing, CAL; 11, 8; which'may intimate to 
us, that theres ſome relation berwixe ſuch cloaching and effeminency, And 


* whereas bythe Texts above mentioned, it ſeems that Wanien only were 


wont to be guilty of this folly ; the delicate Youths of onr time, will 'not 
ſuffer that'Sex toengroſs this fin, and ſham? to themſelyes, but are rc ſolved 
to go ſharers, Ohthe intolerable Expence of- Moh&y-and Time:,, for. the 
fatisfaction of ' this baſe monſtrous Pride ! How many-naked: backs might be 
cloath&d with-balf that coſt, which islaviſh't toput a man ina fools Coat,or 
to hang about them ſuch baubles as may ſerve People tore at ? And let the 
ouilty bethink themſelves how to anſwer this 'their Liberality upon their 
Eutts, in the day of ſevere Account, when all Talents ſhalb be reckoned for. 
By that time at thefartheſt, if. they be not convinc't:that perſons of Honour 
and Eſtates ,/ had been better diſtinguiſh'd by-theirExamples of - Charita- 
blereſs , than by gaudy Garments, or rich Jewels, -letme paſs for a falſe 
Propher. Though I ſpeak not this-of thoſe Robes and Ornaments of the 
Magiſtrate, which are neceſ{ary for diftinRion ſake, and to acquire greater 
Reverence to hisptace:and perſon, But let /alt thoſe who -are at ſo much 
charge in theic Attice, to let the World know they are Some-hody, remem- 
ber this, 7 hat God extrufted hem not with Eft ates for: them thus ta make-ſheip 
of, but t; uſe for bis Service, And I think any body will ſay , that he's: an 
unfaithful Steward with a witneſs, who when- his Lord hath given him-mo- 
ney to lay:out in neceffary uſes., thall throw it about ſireets aato; Jet people 


' know what tore of money he hath the: keepitg:of1:-Thow who canſt-con- 


demn fuch an one, fee thou donothing'bke/bim; Whoever thou art that 
haſt been guilty of - this fault, ſurely thou wiltacknowledge this is a day that 
calls for thelaying afide of thy braveries and'ortiaments , and rather: to co- 


-ver thy ſelf 'with Sackcloth and. Aſhes, Burt if. yet thy Pride will not ſuffer 


thee to part with them , bethink thy ſelf whatthy naked Soul-(hatl wear in 
that place whither Cod hath exprefly threatned 'to turh "the proudo  Drues 
there muſt not have his Silk and fine Linnen , but inftead of them the;puity 
ple flamss are his unchangeable cloathing, 8X 
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"Es it any Wonder then, if us the 1ſy 
* .the 1dol hich was made of their Ear- 


Were plagued far worſhipping 
| -rings attl Jeveels,, -E-x0d, 32.3,35, 
Wemeet wich the ſame puniſhment fer a.ſin not*much different, even for 
making ſuch Toyes themſelves our Idols ? Strange j Fmay well fol- 
lorweſtrange apparel z. yes, ſuch/that wear: it, God' hath- plainly threatned, 
Zeph; 1,8. And what firange apparel both for Men and Women, have the 
Devil , Pride , and France help'tus to? And they who caught this fin.one 
of another, pleading Faſhion for their Juſtification; are; they not juſtly af- 


* ficed with a Diſeaſe .thatis Co 


Contagious toe? The: Spots Pride and 
Wantonneſs, thoſe Plagues of the heart, ſent into the Face before, are they 


'not fly 


were Wholly devated to.deck and; trim them ; ſhould have: ſuch 'loathſom 
Batches, and oiſom Biles, and Riſings upon them, as might convince them 
how little better than Carrion is that fleſh they ſo much pamper and adorn 3 
And let them now think what pleaſure or eaſe is to be had from putting on 
their ſplendid fineſt Array , wheri the Plague-ſores ſhall be running upon 
them ; eyen much-what the ſame that Herod had from his Royal Appard, 
when he was eaten-up of  Wotns, Atts 127 21,23, And if iofach: a caſe 
they would have little mind to Rand tricking'and trimming them, let them 
know that the Ulcers and Sores of | their -poluted Souls , and proud hearts, 
call for as ſpeedy, and exrnielt regard, and deep humiliation z and were theſe 
once cured, ſuch vanities would be thrown afide, _ - The Lord grant all thoſe 
who ſurvive, may take watning in time, before their bodies are bumbled to 
the Duſt, and their Souls to Hell, for their daring, impuderit Pride, 

4. Another hreinous fm which bath overſpread our Land,is Swiniſh Drun- 
kefneſs and Gluttonys This. alſo may well be joined with: thoſe before 
mentioned; as being theground and 1mcentive of all «other Lewdneſs and 
Wickedneſs. But alas! How hath the.Commonneſs of-this Vice, and 
mens cuſtom it, taken away thoſe odious apprehenfions which Scripture 
helps us to, andall ſober men have of it? Oh. how-are our Taverns and 
Ale-houſes, in alt parts of the Kingdom frequented ? Hop doth. cur whole 
Nation ſeem even ready to Reel intots own Ruines , being feized with the 


Vertigo. of an Epidemical Drunkenneſs > How Gentile, and faſhionable x 


thing is it now groin , for Men tobe Drunk , in Civitity to-the Company. 


they are engaged in > How Tricks have they deviſed for the main- 


taining of this Sin? Notwithſtanding the moſt expreſs InjunRions and Pro- 


© -_, *clamationsto the contrary ; Profane Cuſtom hath ſo overſivayed', That 


drinking of Healths , muſt be the Teſt of Mens Loyalty; and of their Re- 


oy to thoſe great Ones, to whom the Beginner ſhall conſecrate his Bowl ; 
MS. 


puniſh't with Spots of another Hue-! Is it not exceeding juſt, that *|- 
they who were ſofar fal'n in love with their: comely. Carkafſes , that they | 
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a difordertinels , whichE For ed nite palin sf; and Ee 
3, | NOMan C —w ag00 d. : | bo Nt ws C5 
NR ara kjs: God, © Thoſe that dare, are valiant men i ; 


but fuck: 2 when it comes to tryal, will do little more for their Prince, than 
they do for their Maker. So genecal is this pradtice of exceſſive drinking 
grown, that both the Gallant and the Clown , Rich and Poor , Young and 
with the-lame. - In toe many places , he's ſcarce accounted 2.good Houſe- 
keeper, that lets his Neighbours go out of his houſe ſobe?, How can men 
entertain their Friends,.or rene-v their Acquaintance, or drive any Bargain, 


* 


1. without bztaking themſelves to ſome Tipling-houſe ? Yea, how frequently 
-. areDrinking-matches appointed, for no other purpoſe , but to pour down 


their Liquor.?.. What multitudes are thereg17ho. riſe wp to drink ſtrong dri 
who tarry at might till wine in flame them? Yea, to ſuchi an ge of wick- 
edneſs are we grown, that asif there were ſome-excellency in faning , men 
ftrive for the Miſtery in it-; and to be able to Drink down others, goes for 
a vety Manly faculty. Such Enemies haye we got to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
whoſe god us their belly, whoſe glory is their ſhame. 0 

And is there not. the ſame Reaſon, that..our Crown,'of  Pride'y; and the: 


| Drunkards of Eng/a»d ſhould be trodden down ,, as well-as of Ephram ? 


Iſa. 28. 3. 1s it not jult, that they whoſe Intemperance hath often deprived 
them of their Reaſon, ſhould be taken with a Difttemper that may ſtrip 
them of "the uſe of, it > That in thoſe very ſtreets where men have (taggered 
and fallen down Dead-drunk, they ſhould there fall down Rark-dead 7 _ 
The like might, be ſaid of Gluttony, and,Luxatious-Fealtings, a fin more 
confin'd rx pore Sort,wvho can make ſufficient proviſions for the fleſh, 
tofulfill the Luſts thereaf.; #hundantly confirming what the Wiſe man hath 


. 


told us, That the proſperity of Fools deftroy them. And what 2 wiler than 


he hath expeety afficmed, though ſure beliey'd but by. very few , That Rich- 


mein do.difficultly exter into the Kingdom of Heaven, How auch money is 


expended but once, to furniſh the Tables pf theſe gluttonous Epicures? How 


do they ſacrifice Gods creatures meerly to their Lulis,. eating only for plea- 
ſure, and to themſelves alive from one Meal to another, without think- 
ing of that ſervice they owe to God for all, They have lrued in pleaſurt,and 
been manton , nouriſhing their hearts as in a-day of ſlanghter, as St. ] ances 
ſpeaks , Chap. 5, 5. What hath been the iſe of too-many of our Gentry, 
but to eat and drink, and (leep,and riſe up to play #- Were's the improvement 
of, the many ſpecial Engagemen's God hath laid on them. to honour him, 
thatthey of all will do leaſt tohis Honour, What an exaR deſcription may 
we read of many of ' them, Amer, 3,4,5,6.T#thet pry iway far hoes | 
any 
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day, wid canſerht ſeat of vietrece to con pear : That ic upon the bed'f | 
flac 4 


it 
| thi' calves owt of thi' midſt of the Fall + Tharthitunt tothe ſound 
of the Vidl,and invent to themſelves 1 $6-romy of muſic ,likt David + That 
drink wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief” oyntments + but they 
are not. grieved for the affiittion of  Fofech, And there read on,, yeu may 
flnd their doom: 1f men will bid their Sonls take thiir eaſe, cat, drink.) and 
br mary, well may they expefÞPquick! '3 to hear, Your Spals ſhall be takgr from 
you, And when they are thus tory, oe: to anger , with their" eating 
and drinking ; what wonder if his Wrath fall upon them, whil' the'meat is- 
in their mouths ? IF they ſo far forget their own natures , and the uſe of his 
Creatures, as wholly to be deyored to the ſatisfaRion of their raging ſenſual 
- deſires , 'which they ought >tfAy to have enicd ; and if like unprofitable 
burdens of the Earth,they fedthemfEſves only that they might live longer to 
rafte the pleaſure of their delicious meats and drinks; how juſt is it,that when 
like Swine they were fatted,they ſhould then be brought tothe laughter ? 

5. As the next provoking Sin which 1s rife amongſt us , I ſhall reckon 
Swearing , Curſing , and Profaning the moſt holy Name of the dreadful 
God. .' A fin leſs excuſable than Epicariſm ," becauſe I know no 'Senſe' era- 
tified with it : but th6bgh'if be lefs Beſtiaſ', yet is it more Diabolical. * Oh 
the horrid Oaths that have been daily beſched our by the black-mouth'd 
Scns of B:lial ! Who almoſt could walk the ftreets' of the City without 
ſtopping his cars ? Or elſe'he was like to hear the Name of God abuſed; 
the Life ; the Blood , "the Wounds of our deir and precious Lard toaſt ro 
and fro , by the mouths of 'wretehed Swearers ! Who ," that had heard all 
the Oaths and Curſes thit were-yented but in one day , in thig one City of 
London , wculd not have admired , that their Tongues, who were thus ſet 
on fire 6n Hell, did not ſet our whole Naticn in a lane ! Oh well is it for us, 
that our God, who is Mercy it elf, rules in the World? How quick! 
would all created Patience; though meeting in ore Peſon , be Gee tire 
out , and worn away? Theſe hellifh'Exhalations ſtreaming forth from the 

| heatts and mouths of corrupted men', whereby they have afſaulred”* eves 
W Heaven it ſelf, might juſtly have been kindled by the Wrath of God,and 
have been returned upon cur heads in ſhowres of fire and brimſtore, And 
if the pollted breath of tha(E kind of Wretches, have infeed the very 
Air we breath ini, *tis not to be thought range in the leaſt, Could thoſe 
vollies' of Blaſphemies which have been diſcharged againſt the eſorious 
Majeſty, do any other than turn to a black Cloud, which ſhould light heavily 
vpon us? Some think it impoſſible for the Soul of man ſo far to fink into the 
Deviliſh nature ," as to ſin-mecrly , to fin without a regard to ſome cam 
| intereſt 
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ſing | *Tis pofltble 1- know :(ahowgh this is far from excaſitg it ) for Paſs", 
nd | fon totranſportmenty an Oath , and ſometimes a deſire; to be believed, 
+a: |. ſometimes an/ignorance thatthey.do amiſs, may betray them into it ; but. 
cbey formen to- interlard: their ordinary diſcourſe with full-mouth'd Oaths, 
iding themſelves thetein, as if Gentile and Graceful, What Fxcuſe 6an 
at invetned for fuck horrible Practiſe@Pnay,whery men ſhall ſer themſelves 


th ely t6 frrear, and devite new -Oaths that ſhall be a/ a ode , Whar 
tio & pollible pretence hayerhey for this? And hither may I refer thoſe ſtrange, 
A's unheard of. Prodigies of profanenels , Wickedneffes too tranſcendental! 


* his | f0 de rank'd under any ordinary Tropick;Such as killing men in a bravado, 
ſat | drinking Healthwof their own- blood; yea, Healthing it to the Devil him. 
able | ſ<!f- for ſack-tkmow not what to call them, as theſe are we reported to 
have 'had'amongR- us;'! nay, ( canſt thou imagine it Reader 2.) far worſe 
vhen | than theſe; which lecthofe mention who are Mafters enough of our Lan- 
gnage, ro render them-in firterms, for I'profeſs, I cannot. So unwilling 
arerhodaring Fellows of our days to: go to Hell in the old way! It cannot 
conſt with che 'grearnebs of: their Spirits, ro be wicked at theſe low rates, 
tharthenAlly Anceſtorswere, In all they:do, they would be taken no- 
rice/df; and appear adoveithe Vulgar ;/ and: would proclaim to all men, 
#4 | Harrhey are none of choſe melancholiy, weak-brain'd, or mean-ſpirited 
hour | Ped whoareſoand wich the I_ of a God , that they dare 
a 


c.1. | not fin-freety-and boldly. No,burthey have ſo:far conquer'd thoſe pre- 
"a tes Tad concetved of vertue, and vice, fin and - awcky that eliey 
| 211 | dare inthe open Sun commit thoſe fins, which Cowards run. into the dark 


y of for.” Theypare'tor aſham'd ro own themſelves: the! Devils Vaſſals, but 
* ſet | dance in hisferters whilſt all men hear their rackling, - Whar other deſign 
r us, } <an theſe ſwaggeving ſinners have in ſuch a carriage;but audacioully to af- 
:ck1y | frond the grear Majeſty of Heavenand Earth./in: the higheſt manner; they 
ticea) are capable?Ah befotted Wretthes' terme beſpeak youn the language of 
1 the | be Propher, Do you know -apainft whom you ſhoot our thi lip, and make 

a wide: mouth?W hat could yourwirfind no other way to ventitſelf, nor 
your malice, any other _ ? Had you no cheapet way to undo your 
ſelves?Were you afraid leſt you ſhould haye miſs'd:of Hel Whardid-you 


indeed mean by your blafphemiesto dareGodrto his facewwould-you force 
himto give a convincing evidenceof his Bemg#If fo, I hope you are ſawf- 
fed by this time; if nor, you fhall'be ſhortly. Was you refoly'dto rty how 
far his Patience would extend ? Did you fear he was fo merciful,” thar yon 
ſhould never feel his wrath ? Or were you in ſuch haſte ro' be with your 
everlaſting Companions, the Devils and n Damned, that you thoughr 


your Judgmetit lingred, and Damnarionf ambred , and would therefore- 
0 your belt to haſten/it > Orwere youſo fully bent on the ſatisfation of 


| your ſyſts,that you were reſolv'd to purſue them even to the-burning lake, 
' Etherefore thought you had e'en as good go to-hell for ſomthing, &&would 
make to your ſelves as good a bargain as you-could, anddo all that in you 
lay before hand, ts revenge your ſelves of that God, who will there treat 
you {6 ſeverely?-or were you now betimes inuring your ſelves to the lan- 
guape of Hell,that you might not be to learn when you ſhould be thrown 
thither? Theſe are ſtrange ſappoſitions the Reader may think , bur not {© 
ſtrange as the ſins I am ſpeaking of,and for which I can fearce aſtign other 
reaſons than ſuch as theſe. And ſhall we wonder,when ſuch Rebels are ri- 
ſen up againſt the-Lord,if he grow jealous for his great Name,and ariſc,6 
vindicate his Glory & Power;from the contempruous affroacs of. infolent. 
Mortals, Moreover how many.times have peoplein their execrationswiſhe, 
Thar the Pox & the Plague might take themfetves, their childrenJervants 
orcatte?And can they find faulr,if at length;rheir defires are granted?yea, 
how many roaring Ruffians have we got, who;as if they were already en- 
tred into the familiarity of Devils; make nothing of it to curſe themſelves; 
co the pit of hell-ir-theit common-diſcourſe :whocan ſcarce ſpeak a ſen-: 
tence without their Danmee's and Sinkwee'#- whoſe tongues, were. the 
pluckt out by the roots, it was a puniſhment no way ſuited to the heidoul. 
neſs of their crime, Bur let them,if they think fie, ſtay a while longer in their 
contempt of God and his threatnings,8 their reſolute diſobedience to his. 
holy laws, & ifnothing elfe wil ſerve their wrn, they ſhal toaSoonto their 
forrow, find all their accurſed prayers accompliſhe.. The Deyil,whoa they. 
have ſo oft wiſheto ferch-them, ſhall very ſhortly have that Commiſſion 
which he eagerly waits for,& then let them ſay whether the dreadful God. 
bers jeſted with, orabus'd : And then at length ſhall they hear that terri- 
ble queſtion thundered againſt them, Fave you provek'd me, ſaith the Lora? 
Have you not provok{d your ſelves tothe confhſien of your own faces ? +. +» 
6. Alnongil the reſt of our common ſins,we may account Covetouſneſs, 
together with all the diſcoveries, effets and branches of it ; Such as Op- 
prethon, Extortion, Bribery, Injuſtice, either in Judgment,or mutual trat- 
tique, over-reachingeach other, Uncharitableneſs, and grinding the faces 
of the-Poor:I putall theſe together, as having ſome relation to each other 
and being all negletsof duty berwixtmanand_man._If Idolatry fo often 
brought the Plague, or other —_—_— upon the 7/raclites , why may not 
Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry, by the ſame reaſon bring it upon us? Is it 
not as diſpleaſing to God, ta have-men adore an heap of Gold and Silver, 
ortheir Houſes and. Lands , asan Image of. Gold made up into hops 
| pe? 
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| ſhape? And is it notas great afin , for the heartto run a whoring after 
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theſe things, as to bow Li body to an Ido}?And how are men almoſt every 
where ſet with all.cheir might and main to thrive, and riſe in the world, to 
lade themſelves with thick clay, and here ro-lay up their Treaſures ? Was 
itnot time for us then to be told, and told tothe quick, what we were do- 
ing ? Thatwe were not yet at home, and muſt not therefore think of ſer- 
ling here ? Single deaths of men, when there died now one, then another, 
had bur little effet on us, to make us ſenſible of our own Mortality , and 
therefore multitudes are fwept away beſore our eyes , to ſee if char wall 
have any more influence upon us. With what unwearied; & uninterrupted 


- pains & diligence did the moſt drudg abourtheir earchly affairs, from mor- 


ning to night, weeks end roweeks end, withoutany ſerious regard to the bu- 
ſineſs they came into theworld for?butwere ſo deeply faln in lovewith pre- 
ſent things that they dreamt notof a removal? and withal were ſo plung'd 
over head & ears in their cares & bufinefſes, that they could-not find a time 
for any ſerious conſideration of the matters of their foul2how jutt is icthen 
that God ſhould take them off by his hand,jif they xnew not how to diſen- 
PERIL & ſnatch them away from tho eſtates which they knew 
no betterhow to improve,but were even neſtling themſelvs in them,as their 
durable poſleſtions. And Ihopealh who are engag'> in ſuch affairs, wil call 
rhemſelves to a ffi accountwhether there have binno ſuch unjuſt fenten- 
ces pronounc*deither incon ihgthe innocent, or,acquitting the guilty, 
that may have provok't the juſt ro anger again{tus;& let all mercileſs 
rich men,cruel extortioners,oppreſhve 1andlords,layto heart their unmer- 
cifalneſs, 'rigor or injuſtice to the'poor, to the-fatherleſs and widow, 
whoſe cties may have reaohe the ears of theLord of Sabbath, Jfam.y 4. 
and caus'd him to riſe & plead their cauſe, by ſending his:Judgniencs upon 
an hard-hearted Generation, And doubtleſs that great wanr of Charity, 
& Chriſtian compaſſion which ought to be in us , towards 'onc Brethren, 
in their neceſſities and miſeries,may very juſtly have hardned God himfelf 
againſt ns,and-caus'd him to be deat co our Cryes and Prayers, How many 
have had'their money and precious things which chey had hoarded; [eftro 
ſrangers, or rifled by thieviſhhands,which the y might in theit life time ſo 
well have employ'd for Gods honor,and their own good?Bur alas,amongſt 
the many that profeſs the faich , how few are there who will take a Pro- 
miſe from God as good ſecurity? And amongſt fo many that ſay hey laye 


God; how few have manifeſted it by their loye-to their Brother? | And bath 

the matter been mended, fince we have beeguader this fore: viſitation?nay 

rather, hath it not been worſe ? O how have men ſhut up their bowels a- 

gainſt their poor, necellicous, viſited Hepthrens? And ſuffered (*i$ Ye 
2 


a 
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be feared”) thouſands to ſtarve for want of needfut fupplies, whilſtthe 
have bad enough for their Luſts, and to ſpare; and need not (which yerin 
ſuch a day od 4g is our duty ) have pincht their own back: or belly to 

have affordedthem relief. Ahd this cruekty have men been guilcy of whi 
many of them had reaſon everyday to expect their own death ; but they 
have ſeem'd reſolv'd rohold,and graſp all as long as poſlibly they can,and 
to cleave cloſer,if they knew how, to their dear Mammon, of which ſhort- 
lythey mult take their ſad, and-laft farewell. Yb! who but Infidels would 
not have ſenerheir treaſures before them thither,where they expe ſhorr- 
| yito be themſelves cranſlated!But che fini chiefly intended under this head 
is; the common diſhoneſty in buying and ſelling;mens Defrauding and O- 

verreaching each other;a practiſe which I fear, Lodo hath bin more guil- 
ty of;than Corinth,which yet wascharg'd with ir, :Cer.6.8, And it concerns | 
Citizens & Tradeſmen eſpecially,to enquire into-themfelyes uponthis ac- 
count,as being moſt expos'tto remprations to it. Thou who yer ſurviveſt, 
examine thy heart, look back on thy former courſe of life,in thy following 
the world.Does not thy conſcience accuſe thee for having grown rich by 
» © tying,cheating anddeceitful ways ? Hath not thy Conſcience many times: 
flown in thy face,for thy notorious falſhoods,and c projects, and -un- 
lawful devices,te put off thy wares and enrichthy ſelt>-Alas, men arered- 
dy to-ptead a kind of neceſſity for their lin; and ſay, If they ſhonid always 
be upripht, plain, and rrue, they ſhould never know how to live. Is not the 
world then come to a brave paſg?what a matter of courſe & it with Tradeſ- 
men to tell mulritudes of lyes to every Cuſtomer almoſt, and never make 
matter of them,ſo-they but help off their Commodities? They can gotheir 
ways, and wipe their mouths, and there's an efid;, buthojd,,God wil not 
pur it up ſo. So.they'can but now get a pound; or a ſhilling, how hrtle de 
they ragard the-time of reckoning for all again ? They)know.not how to 
keep up ſuch Erioas thoughts in the midft of their noiſe and buſle, in buy- 
ingand-ſelling.” But if they.can't ,*God will rake them- off their hor tra- 
ding;and give them leiſure enough to conſider what they have been doing. 
and hath he nor:done thus? * Tis well for thoſe who ſo-improverhiir brea- 
ching ſpace here, that they have not this work to do inthe other world. All 
that mencould think of, was, that money was to be got, which way it mar- 
rered not ſo much. And well had it been for them, if God kad made no 


7 more matterof it; but belieyeit , he hath taken a ſtrict notice of all thy 


ways, and recordeth them with greater exaRtneſs,” than thou waſt wont to- 
do thy debts in-thy Shop-Book, Seerfry fin-defcrib'd and: rhreatned; Afic, 
6.10, 11, 12,13. After hehad:-ſpoke of the Lords Voice crying tothe | - 
City-by his Red; ver.9./ then follows, Ave there yet the treaſures of wicked» | . 
21Q , C neſ's: 
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meſs in the hanſe of the wiched,and (6 ſeant meaſure wbich « aboumnablt? Shall | 
Icon them pure with the wiched balances, and with the bay of: decentſwl 
weights? For the rich men thereef are full of wiatence,and the Inbebitams have 
en {y65, and their tongue is deceitful rn their manth: ;. Therefore alſo will 1 
| wake thee (ich 1n ſnuting thee, in making thee deſo/are becauſe of thy ſin. Oh 
how many are there that will be Religious, as far as coming to Church, and 
. being devout therezand making ſome outhde Profeſſion, comesto,who yet in 
their dealings are Rark naught,and wilt be diſhonett for 4 ſmall gain? / In tlie 
Church, and perbaps4 hiztle in their Cloſets, they ean affard/todoithat they 
call ſerving of Gad, butintheir ſhops nothingt all, Oh by that time all's 
reckoned for, when the'money*s gane, but the fin in getting/ it muſt be an- 
ſwered for, bow will men:with, and with again they had been clear from this 
_ guilt, Boughe had|been.qhe meaneft Beggars in the Land | Now hor jult 
1s it men-{hobld ve. ſnatch't from thoſe Eltates, to which they never had 2 
true Title;#And i! indeed they. cannot drive a Trade without fo great wit- 
carriages, Is it nat'time that their houſes and ſhops ſhould be ſhut up? 
7. The next Sit» we ſball take notice of, is Murder ; which ſurely,if any, 
-hath 4 crying voice.,., «Abe's blood: ſoon: wroughe Heavenwith its cry for 
vengeance. ; And iow; many Matders have we daily heard of , communed 
-08 ?/'How commons it:grownfor'the Gallams' of 'vur Tanes, to 
Sacrifice one Anethers Lines tothe Luftszs ts their Paſſion, or their Pride 2 - 
And I wiſh that the Impunityf ſome , may nor have! encoutaged others, 
Is-it not time then for God to take the Sword into his own hand, and: let his- 
audacious Creatures know, That their Eives they are ſo prodigal-of ; are 
his, and at higdiſpokure? Andiif they value them at noi hrgher cares, t 
have no reaſon to Gomplaip:if they are taken away ,: fnce New! r1o- 
tet whatto do with then. | If indeed they are ſo weary of the World; they - 
ſhall Ray nolonger in it. + To 
And here-eſpecially., let me bring to remembrance that Heatheniſh prac- - 
tice of;;Duelling ; which ;of late is grown ſs much in faſhion $;2thar hone. - 
muſt paſs for a Gentlemanz; bat he who dare murder this Brother 3" and t6- 
be at HeRor ,.is more commendable than a Chriſtian, The Bxample and - 
Precepts of that pattern, and Maſter of Meekneſs the Holy. Jeſus,the very 
mention , of them islittle leſs than ridiculous to 'our brave Fellows, Alas ! 
thoſe Precepts ſeem ſuited to the mean Rate of Chriſtianity , when poot 
Fiſhermen and'Tent-makers were the Preachers; and Tradeſmen like them, 
were for the moſt pant Retainers-to.it 5 butwemuſthave then calculated 
again for thoſe of a moreelevated Metidian ; viz; for 'our.Gentry', who 


had the luck to be born'of Parentsthatwere calt'd Chriſtian, 
| muſt fig them with Rules that fhall-allow for their: birth $dd* breeding" Fe 
of !/ ſarely 
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furey-Chriſt never meant to have Gentlemen his Diſciples, when he tyed 
then up to ſuch firict Commands,not practicable by men of their blood and 
ſpirits,” Religion now.adayes is thought to emaſculate men, and render them 
tamne and'cowardly.: Baſely to ſubmit thenfiſelves to their own unruly paiſ- 
ons, with theſe is Courage : To be Bears aud Typers, is accounted Gentile 
and Manly... Theſe are the Lordly Creatures that are ſo tender of theic 
Honours , that they will rather violate the Laws of the great God, than the 
eaſt pun&ilio of 1t. To humour or win a Fantaltical. Mifireſs (*tis well they 
arenot in hearing when 1 call her ſo.) they durlt venture upon the Wrath 
of their Maker. For the Wall, or the Way ; for a wry Word, or a Straw, 
they durti venture their Necks to the Halter, and their Souls to the Devil. 
Are not theſe the true Sons of - Valour-? Such that even in cold blood , and 
upon ſober deliberation, dare damn: themſelves.” And why 7-becauſe for- 
ſooth they are afraid of bei d -Cowarts; \and abuſed by cxuy body 
elſe , ſhould they have paſt by one 1njury./ © They could rell what (this was, 
but what the. Hell they leap't into was, they knew not'till'they found rthem- 
ſelves there; and by that time,poor Wretches,how was their cgurage cool'd? 
And now —_ , (on rags _— " ——_—— - nr 
Rept:inio the; Field agapt you, -// 2:6 youthi "have met wit 

your mKclr yet? Nay, but he hathrgot [nts ponc ener all: lis {trength. 
He bath onlyſent one of his Waxriours, fitting upon the Pale-horſe ; 
but ſee vyhat a terrible Second there is, Hell'folloyv'd after him, Rev.6.8, 
But come try your Manhood upon this firſt, * The hourhe appoints,is vvhen 
-he pleaſeth 3 the Weapon he novv chiefly fights wvith;is the Plague , take 
= vvhat you. yvill37 theplace is Loxaor. : Whit Covvirds,do you turn your 
ks novy;?-Areyolt afraid to dye, and yet ure gt afraid tobe dimr'd? 
What vvill-yot hugh at Hell, and'novy quake at Death, ahd flie from” it'? 
But think not your heels can ſecure you, nor any place you can flie to, ſoon- 
eror later be ſure hell find you out. What did you Challenge God to the 
Combat, and novv do:you-run for*'c? Can you deny it? What elſe meant all 
your opens imptident vvickedneſs, but-tobid Ged-do his vvor(t'?. For ro fin 
you yvere reſolved ,- let him right himſelf hovy” he could, ' God threvy 
dovvn his Gauntlet, vvhen he ſaid, The ſou! that ſins ſhall dye, - You took it 
up , Vvhen you ruſh'e upon thoſe fins. What, you miſerable Caititfs, ' you 
Children of the Devil, vvho is a Murderer, muſt you Rand upon your terms, 


and command obſervatce fram.your Company , and vvill drav' at theleat Þ 


Aﬀeont,- and. ſhall God be careleſs 'of his Honour 2 Was it not- preſent 
death fora man to throvv a-glaſs of Liquor in your: face ? And have you 
done leſs againſt God one day after another, by pouring dovvn your ſuper- 
fyous glaſſes ?! Did the Lye deſerve the'ftab, and ſhall you go — 
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who have (o often-given the Lye to God himſelf , ſpeaking to you by his 
Word and Miniſters ,' his Spirit and your own Contfciehces > Nay, what 
you count the moſt unſufferable Reproach , have You notbeen ready to.m- 
retpret Gods Patience for Cowardice ? Well , you are wont to call your- 
ſelves Gentlemen : Know then, Thatfor theſe , and a multitude of ſuch 
oa , God demands —_ and have it he will one way or other. 

our Repentance, and believing recourſe: to” the blood that (| 

nh ren rocaeeye murdered eAbe/, ma fe bim'; rang 
whed'he makes Inquifition for blood, he'll take rhe' proudett of ' you by 


' the Throat, and caft you to the Tormentors ;- and verily you ſhall- tot come- 


thence, till you have paid the utmolt Farthing, 

8. A very heinous Sin amongſt us, ts Prophanation of the Lords 
Day, and Negle& of the' Worſhip 'of God. How many are idling away 
their time at Home 4 or which is worſe; finning it away in Tipting-Bonſes', 
whileſtthey (ould beattending the Publick Service ' of God 2 Or if they - 
afford their bodily preſence there for an hour or-two, how ſoon after do t 
betake themſelyes t6 their Pleaſures', as if the reft of theday were their 
orn > Or-as if wheti they had prayed» God; to keepthem that day with- 
out ſin, chey' mightboldly commitit® As if Whey they had beg'd of God" 
to-teach therfi' to /Reep' (amonatithe creſt =_ Fourtty Commandment, 
they mightthen take Liberty to breakiie? Ant&by their after-practice, one 
would judge'theit prayer had been, Lord have mercy npon #, and groe ne 
teave to break, this thy Law. Some go to their Drunken Companions, ſome- 
to their $ports; others to walk idly in-the fiteets or fields ;- and the moſt to- 
their" common, vain; and worldly Diſcourſe : T6 any thing ,. rather than to 
private Meditation, of nc tp ye, what they have heard. 'How- 
far are men from ſpending this day, as beſeems thofe who have Immortal: 
Souls to care for, and can ſpare but little time on Week-dayes for ſuch Em-- 
ployments ! Oh how exceeding few're there thatzre willing rightly to in-- 
form themſelves of the nature,uſe ans end of this day; and accordingly to: 
tmprove it? As it is a day fer apatt to-commemorate not only the work cf 
Creation , butchiefly of Redemption by Chriſt our Lord,and eſpecially his 
ReſurreRion , that being to him as a kind of reſt from his Eabours 3 And” 
moreover, as it may be to us a Type and-a Reſemblance of the Eternat Sab-- 
batiſewe (hall enjoy in the Heavens 3 'when we (hall reft from all finful,. 


* troubleſom, and bodily works, and be wholly employ'4is"'the-admiration, 


and praiſe of - that Divine Love ,, which contriv'd and wrought our Redem- 
ption and Salvation, To haveleave thus to ſpend aday with and for God, 
would be ſufficient to engage holy and ingenious Souls, with all alacrity and 
thankfulneſs toembrace the opportunity, Such would be aſham'{ to md 
rea- 


% 


>" 
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- reaſoning and enquiring whether they might nothaye it with G od, and rob 
him and themſelves ef, a good part. What 4 Rrange tedious thing is it for 
paer Creatures that knqw not, God, nor theig own nexefſuics, to be obliged 
rocanſeerate one hy. in {even t. ſpiritual ſervices. fog, which , aryakened- 
and experienc't-Souls think their whole Life-time ltle,enough.? How -ma- 
ny have we had cying, like thoſe, e, Ames $8, 55. hen will the New Moon be _ 
your, and 'the Sabbath ouer ? That they might again, 49 their pleaſuces ,;or 
employments.: Nay, our people have been inmore halle. than ſogthey could 
not ſtay till the Sabbath was oyer, bur muſk to:their bargaining, 4heis buying 
and. ſelling. How frequent 1s.this with many Shop- keepers 'in+ the City, - 
when no neceſſity requires it? Well , if indeed you are ſocagerly bent on. 
your buſineſs, that you will not keep a Sabbath which God- commands- you, 
he'll force. you to another kind of. th, than this, which yeu hall have 
mare reaſon. 29 cry. cul, # hen mls be-4ver ? You tball be to reth 
frm your: Wothalgapsr thanthug (MS £0, if you; Cantor afford God. thas 


en 


turn. 
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for their Miniſter ? How many who-have:been ſhut up from all Converſe 
with men, were wont formerly toexcommunicate them(elyes fromthe: Pub 
lick Capgregatian?. And if they would nat Gre over their Threſhokdtothe 
Church, *as juſt they ſhould nottiirout at all. ; And may we not ſee many 
praying no. , whoſe Owners were not befor wont to: pray either iri 
Publick, or with their Families an the Lords day, or any other time >Nay:, 
perhaps might bederiders of all{erious Praying', and only uſe to take Gods 
Name in vain with their Formalities: 18 it-not. juſt then , that thoſe who 
were utterlyunacquainted: with ,. and it may be jeer'd at praying by the 
Spirit, ſhould be taught by the feeling of their fleſh, to groan out an hearty 
Lord have mer y wpon ws. 
9g. Another yery common Sin, ſomewhat related-to the former, is the 
contempt 
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per.z -whileſt ſo many partake of che Table of the Lord, and in ſoine 
aed | 9f.the Table of, Devils ; whirh, wharis it hut ro provoke ithe Lord tojjee- 
ned. | louſie, as if we were dronger han 264.11 Cor. 19.2r;22- | Many there 
na. | aeindeed, whoſe Hypocritie and Treachery-is quly hoqwe-ce Gind, and 
» 4 | choughthe Miniſder opanor, yes theſe he will find out. To yow obedience 
'# to God, whilſt we intend and perform ele; this-is fuch/a-wicked- 


unp | 

wy neſſe, ſo ſolemfly ro mock him, IR SR hands : 

. And bow many Thouſands are ilry of ſuch falſhong-autt pexjury? For the 
; | breach of theſe Oaths be ſure the Land mourrs. - When each member of 

Y' "Þ * the Church thus Covenants to Reform himſelf, and yet [ti -continues in 
00. | wickednefſe, How isthe receivigg this Sacrament made a meer'matter-of 
oh courſe? And if it be remembredforgday it's well , but the engagement 
We | thenmadeis preſently, forgor. - But beheve ir, God will not forget ic io. 
_ Ho many TOE; hat are Celebraung the remembrance of Chriſts death 
ro day, who are Crucfying him- again-co-merrow? Andfach-as theſe , 1 
ex” | chiefly intend, wbo-whil'ſt owanily renew their oblgations, to live 
to the honour.of their Lord, do what in them lies to put bim to an open 
ſhame. Andwhere is the place where diſragweria pur borne the precious 
and the vile, andany ſcruple made of caſting Pearls þefore Swine,Childrens 
| bread to Dogs, Whoſoever's fault this i, that ic is « fault, and-a very 'bei- 
nous one £09, Fan bardly be denied by any that uſe to xead, what Qualifica- 
jons Scriptre.requires of allthat are admitted, not only roſ@me more ſ6- 


09 the Evrinz hay, ſhould ave loſt its, provoking] nature by the 
of. cirqumitances betwixr'ys and them, Ic 
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beforethe Lord in theday of his vengeance, who have ſo profan'd bis holy 
Ordinances | Intereſt ſometimes pv men from puniſhing a crime that 
| ; i 
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this takes no x Mods lire mercywe-' 
Ee Coma as our'poile.. But-furely 
thishis Befoof-dottraGion with which i ve2ps away mtftirades, clear- 
by (heal el ſentw ſcourge 4general fity, "#64 Tknow none more than 
weare now {And its not "ce Sem or carnal. intereſts , 
their loarhneſſe diſpleaſ$ either the Vulgzr,or Great Ones, by whom they 
live, tharſhall here, orinthe day of their appearance before the great Laws 
giver and Judpe, excuſetheirdi to his ſo expreſſe and pete 
ry In) In Pg t his Corfrmiands were-inconſt ole 
with ment pars tne whith is the voyce'of their preſent 
. mill-hardlyexcuſerhem who have (6 often told others, Thatno 
man can > be Chrifts Diſciple (much 166the&r u_ Miniſter ) without very 
great meaſures of Self-denial. If finy of thoſe whom they now pleaſe-by 


rheir cowardice ind to thbea they are "ſafe 6 
. burif that is nortsboe ty bad beſt dethink chemleſves 
in time, how ro greacomfornVieatemar their . Though 


private members c— their duty may nor-juflly pre 
iu rent, fie a eve reads how farothers 


al deliver? | ey have 

reaſon think nnonhy ore thera who arcechtithedwel to 
confider.  The' efelf;/it-razy be, hach' foie pretence 
or other, ro-ſhift the blame oft off him, 2sthar e wis nevet moniſhed, 
; bar all cheſe evaſioriy will be too groſs to paſs fok current 


- taped ome be þ 


the Paſtors 


might have the thing; that ma 
| Gon .that thoſe very aa mugen oy nb fach 
as Chriſt hath nit wie try fo'be; tay” noe wee violated 
hat rhere may be diſcernedgſome the Charch hd = 
World! beſide what a bare af Pre rmakes : oe U 
ly thettedible p and hofin 
makesa man a Member of 'Chrift , thay ſerve for his CC 
Member of the Church. And 1'may'y ſafely fay , That alliche — 
have promiſed ro-God'they would fee to the remoyal 'of ſach {ke corr 
tions asthis[ have been taxing.) are indifpenfabl: d to perforr 
ſince this is-no more than what -wav-included' in cheir' Baptifma 
Whatever variety of apprebenſions there may be as to this 
pline.,. yet- methinks-{o. much asis judged lawful and. 
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their eae', "1s R8"thtir city Tut Ex- 
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<160;" Andnan net 


pood ns pon Luvs; Ns 
faeb-forwane'cf theinbeink Bubcuted! 
6f:40mvih ' id f6e'D- ey jt 

is jt any other 'than natural; to:ſee th theke #mpi- tt :$abbund,whilft 
th5mukitud: that are moſt-rul-d by Mt things hm reich''their fleſh, 
knd-no hurt come of theis Prifate and Lieentious' courſes ?- ' And if 


men"ndgleQ” their Duty. ,Eatyitbe © de he Revs the 
$1 6F/ Juſtice into his/ owl hands;, 'ahd cplitth- the IF it 


barb edt! Ai 


toput th-m in foros), and by '#Sct:rhiOah' 'thenh NT? If it 
aIIns appe? pt ſampt n, 1 wauldanſw: 4, That tis alſs of i yreat con- 


ſes the Rxecution/of 7 tt. 4totheay]” 'Who'give pro- 
deptervneg, 66 | to theit#uft, - ""Shandek< 
= .of "it 8; the molt conſciention#took upon the Welty , 


dabdy 18 Hike to: do rio great [abViC +,” The 
dareſcarce witteftake it, mutt te do bo to oi ſeek after 
iP they! (iculd, *ris x 4h:it feff def 
yveuld not tk Of ter? 
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glects of it: ef; ially whil'ſt the diſcourſes g ener with no mans 
on any but the guilty. ada irmy very well be- 

come thole who are HRT COTA Gacern's, and who have the advanta- 


ges. of 20886 00- ju Wide pas in Magiſtrates and great Ones, 
though, with tho ds mock endich he 
ſcems radpetgy Ls {rpg plainneſs which beſcems 


l Friends, and ChoRins, Sucht rt to ſpeak , without grat 
[ ing the corrupt humour'of the CE to, _ 
| thai. Ronen hr agne and ns ; and = whoſe own 


gaged _ 
ED particular with all che aggra- 
ow Duties, _ 6 neceſ- 


or ponds yt 
who have theſe advantages, are deepl 
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Es 


ta be wes by er Flat 


1-fay, 


their time , Lenny my 
wer ek 


Phe pr © ac 
cannot but ſay what is very 


vance- at ſuch 


bee Oath, their Fidelit 
contradicted for 


ESD. 


TISLIII CI LILENEI ELLE 


4: 


nA SJAOAOCNA 


__ 79. cs 0 
__ of wn pan a ſevere E__ 
own Examples encourageeven Inferiours, more | 
nor nay geen this be 2 r or Slander; I 
appeal ro the Experience ve-Counties where reſide. 1 
incend not the Innocent inthis accuſation ; wherefore _ the Gui 
have Reaſon to be angry, and they as little as any. Why ſhould an honett 
Citizen be diſpleas'd, ro hear another ſay, There are many Knaves in the 
City? But if it be grievous to them to hear of their faults,their Drunken- 
| exring, and ſuch like Looſneſs, let them think what it is co commit 
them. How loudly did. God cry, /howilt riſe wp for me againſt the evil 
deers ? Or, Who will ſtand up for me againſt the workers of Iniquity? And 
becauſe none would hearken, God himſelf Py oe wpon men hee own 
iniquity, and cut them off - in their Wickedneſs, Plal.94.16,23. Had our Ju- 
tlices; and.all Magiſtrates, been as careful co prevent the Comagion of Sin 
inthemſelves, their Famibes and Juriſdictions; as they: ire to iboder the 
ſpraackeg of the infeRtion, this latter Labour might happily have been ſpe- - 
red , A 
And now.I am {peaking of Rulers, and Men of Place and Honour, here 
zye,me leave ſidly to lamentit, That rhe Nebility and Gentry of our Land, 
oo Maier pert of thens, are arrived to ſuch an height of Prophaneneſs , thar 
they, as being . you > aqua more Contiguous than others, are "moi 
Infamous for the ſeveral Vices we have mentioned. Ob-where are the hop't 
for fruits of thole Sufferings many of then liave.paſt through'? Do: 
not demean themlelves, as if they were delivered to do all theſe Abomitia- 
tions? Are they notroo like. that King haz, who being acted; grew 
worſe aud worſe? Have. they taken ſuch a prejudice againſt the Word, Re- 
formation, that they hate the very thing too, and the leaſt appearance ofir* 
What do they recoil with greater eſs:r0their vicious courſes , as ha. 
ew | was era reſtraint far a while ? -Are they refolyed not to be be 
indhandin infor all chat? Or do they think co revenge themſelves of 
God for the aflitions chey'have lain under 7 Or did they think themſelves: 
now ſo ſecure, that without all danger they mightprovoke the- moſt High. 
God 2 Why, you poor impudent Worms, do you know whem have- 
reproached ? Againit whom pu have exalted your voice, andift up: your 
eyes 0n bigh ? even againſt the- Holy One of Jſrael+' Why , you Sotiiſh' 


wh. 
Gea 


| Sons of Beia/, did you think a title. or place of Honour woutd diſpenſe 


with you, for your Rebellions againſt che Almighry Ruler 6f the World >: 

Who hadhfteod by you; and oblervedal your conempt of Him ,” and his 

Laws, ur proof 7: Hr you out of Pity, got Fear." What, becauſe + 
| ARE think 


Caps, or a RuMingSuit, for which Fools: look'qr you with fo: 


| your 
wick h Reve- 
rence, would proeure his Reſpet> Did you chinkhe would be ' more ten- 
der of your Delicacies, than to) Trex you-ſorovghty, 2s he doth inferiqur 
Sinners? 'Did you imagine, when be ſent his Meſlengersto'ſcize you , when 
he ſhould Commiſſion either Death or the Devitto fay'hold'on you, thar 
you ſhould fright them away with Swearing and Banning,and Damming ? 
Or with your Swords and Piſtols, as you were wort to-ſefve the Serjeants 
that came to Arreſt you? Nid imagine you bad made an agreem 
with Deathand Hell, thatthey never ſwallow you up ? Or that your 
Subm lions to the Devil had made him ſo much your Friend, that he woutd 
not hurt you? Atlengeh 1 h you, be convinc't of you miſtakes,and 
humbled for your folly; and be perſwaded to believe, That the ftriffeft Ho 
lineſſe is no diſbonoxr tq your Greatneſſe, ner think that yout Intereſt which con- 
rradifts its Ol be not ſomonſtroaſlytle;'ro #buſe Gods bounty; fo as 
to-make it. bur an help ro'your ſincing againſt him wjth more freedom and 
conſtancy. Make not your Eſtates ſnares to your Souls, by miſpending them 
only in gratifying yaur Luſts, Appetice and Pride ; but improve them for 
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the Honour ngco.che intention. of the Donor, 'that they may? 
notþecome ſuch an accuriedportionto:you, thac ar lengrh-youThould- hear: 
the cutting anſwer, given £9 One of your Predeceſſgrs, I» thy\Life-rime thew 
didſt yecegve thy good thi | "1 


s. q h 

Nor, let any of pon Ones pleaſe themſelves with # conceit , That 
they are not the Perſons eminently inſtrumental in bringing down- Jud 
meats upon us, becault as yer theyare freeit from the {zme , as having"the' 
copegeopadt removing abemfelves from chat Rfoke which fights moſt 
upon the Meaner Sort ;'for we may frequently-find infSeriprure | That the 
{ins of the Great Ones have brought Sufferings upon the Commonaltyygy 
allo in oath pines and pr. 7arege _ as _ as Others, © Ah f 
all, ler not be r00 c ell are paſt all r;' rill-he | 
nels is put of; or rather; till God bento iaid Wow | Oe 
Judgments reach them nor, God hath yetmore inflort for the obfiingte/? 
and if they eſcape all here, yerif arlength'they are caſt into' the Lake th 
burns with fire and -brimſtone, they*bhave litrle cauſe for boaſting. Since: 
then our Great Men, like thoſe, 7ey..5 .:5. Theagh rhiy have Cys the way 
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- of the Lord. yet have altogether broken the Toke; -anil burft- rhe Bonds * My 
prayex is.that rhey:may not do as thoſe, v3; z#ho when they were ſtricken, did ' 
not grieve, but refuſed to receive-correbtion,and made their faces harder than a 
flint, and refuſed toreturn, leſt God execute on them thoſethreatnings you 


141 
fore 
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may,read at large, ver, 6. 0h that rhey-may receive in 


a 


, be-/arttotrach than any thing but whin will #: gr avate thei 
1, lam verily pertwaded, had this Plagne. befaFn us' Three of Fourſcore 
Years ago, and had Popery been as rif: then, as new it is with us, this would 
not. have been accounted one of the leaſt procuring cauſes, by the moſt ſo- 
ber Divines of the Nation z except this be grown a mofe inocent thing 
than formerly, and the Idolatry of it diftiigutſh't away by latter wits ; or 
elſe Idolatry-be grown leſs offenfive to God than heretofore 3 we may take 
the boldneſs toſay, That the Licence 1t# Profeſſors have had,or have taken to 
extrciſe the ſam, ts one of the eAbominations of our Land, provoking to a Cod 
ealouy of bis Worſhip, Reaſon of State, is 4t Abyſs which it becomes not 
thort-faghted Subj '&s to pry into; but if the pretence of this induce ary 
thing <ohtrary to the intereti of ' Relizion , he that hath itmbib'd bur the 
very principles. of Chriltianity ,- may confidencly pronoudce "the deepeſt 
Polittians that. adviſe it,Stark, Fools, Fhe teſolutiorrand conflancy of pt us 
Prince Edward, England's Joſiah, in denying Liberty for Maſs to bis Siler 
Mary, was in thoſe Times accounted fingular Piety, even by thoſe Biſhops 
who came to requeſt it, Tis ſomewhat firange, methinks, toſee even the 
poor Quakers themſelves drag ts Priſons,” and baniſh'd.the Land ; whilt 
Cotyenticles mote exprefly contrary to the Law of Grd, arid equally, 1 
thiile,, 'to the Law of the Land , are ( atleaſt Y' overlook't, Yea, lerme 
add; this freedom th-y enjoy , whilſt half a dozen of private Chriſtians , 
in all chngs ſo far 28 concerns Lay-men, conformable to the Chuggh of Eng+ 
lard, cannot have liberty to mecr'together for the private ſervice of 3 
though it were hut-ro/join thei? prayers'on1' ths behalf of our Ladd”, that -it 
would pleaſe G ad totemove off” us th: heavy Judgmhetits we” now'fhe 
under; ' Could there be no proviſion inade againſt Seditious Meetings, with- 
out ſuch-Reſtraints as theſe 3 Nay, and if they take this lib:rty by ſtealth, 
much more ſecure are twice-as many Drunkards 'in' a Tayern , met at 
one: e$ their. Convemicles of Good: felfqwfhipy-So that the more Palitick, 
have found a Tavern the ſafeſt place for a Meeting. And doth not this abun- 
cantly: evince , how much th: humours and private inclinations of men , 
overimay and you in their adminiſtrations by the ſame Laws?lf therefore 
_— the Times, and the inclination of inferiour Magiſtrates, lay as 
apan(t Prophaneneſs, as what they call Phanaticiſth.; that would have” 
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 Jromore imawnicy thin this) Let none be off:nded at my liberty of ſpeech, 
yy ſince doubtleſs theſe are things that need a Refortmation;! hape %s allowable 
m 1 ſy ſo, yea, and neceflery too, Y-208 | 

*”7 And as for Popery, though-I involve not the Magiſtrate in the guilt of all 
ut Liberty they aflume to themſetyes ; yer 1 hope we may have free leave. 
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lay golepnts and to- charge amoſt intolerable impuden 
Profeſlors, and numerous Abettors of. it. How many, bath. 
cloſely , are hard at workfor the propagation of that, which is a 
-hurtful , though not ſo. ſpreading as the Contagion- now amongſt us? And 
that it is net-ſo ſpreading , We. owe not [© to-their want of will., or 
pains -; but-to the eſs of God, the illneſs of their Cauſe, and the bet- 
-ter temper of our Clime fortified with the Truth, But ſurely it would || 
avell delerve the care of thoſe in Power , to do ſomewhat more, to krep the || | 
healthful loom Oo cyan ageue that _ giight not be ſo rv rr | 
iven for people to frequent thoſe places, where 'tus:not impoſſible but ſome 
ay 'be_ jnforded þ even ſuch , . whoſe Senſe chooſeth their Religion ; wþo 
would have their Devotion, like their Recreations ; and a Chappel, like a F | 
Play-houſe : And1 wiſh too many of our Gallants be net of this diſpofiti- Þ | 
on ; but .as for others, 1 have them go to. a Maſs tobe 
againſt Popery. It is very notorious,what freedom? they take for their meet- | | 
ings in many places in the Countrey, as well as City,. befides:thoſe that may þf +, 
be priviledged: And certainly England ismot like to fare the better , for 
being the Stage whereon ſo much pious Pageantry,and Hiftrianical Worſhip | , 
is-a&ted, Had Dago been carried about amongR the 1ſreehires, with as }' « 
much Reverence,as the Ark was among(i the Phelsſt3ns with Rudeneſs; *tis | , 
likely, That had been attended with as great Plagues, as was This, Hethat 
confiders what Idolatry often:brought upon the Jews ; anddhall well con- : 
f 
h 
n 
e 
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template the Popiſh Devotions, and our preſent Miſeries ; may not more 
clexrly dif cur puniſhment totheirs, than a like probable cauſe of 
it; Gd role odart adn prope to Rowe, than they were to' Beal 
Peer, 1F thee meek Innocents ( who with fnuch ado bring, themſdves to 
ralk a little humbly , when inſtead of Fire and Faggot, they are forc't to ar- 
Sue With words } Retort, that we deal as unjufily with them, as the; 
Heathens did with the Primitive Chriſtians, who imputed to them whatever 
miſchiefs befell the Empire ; I ſhall bebrought tothink ſo too, if ay can' 
as cafily evade the charge of men(hipping Angels, Seints , read; Alta 
Crucifixes and I : asthoſe firſt Chriſtians could free themſelves frem! 
the palpably falſe Objetions made againſt them.; but in the. mean, time-l 
cannot perfeaded, hut Bu God in aging provle'e mah al thoſe mc 
eries of Worſhip which they have deviſed, and in-the midſt of us -ſolenms 
nized. Andeven for theſe Inventions, may the Plague he-broke in upon us; 
I 2, We may well account amongſt our provoking Sing , the ſad arid- las 
mentable Diviſions that have been , and fill are on foot a us: 
whoever have raiſed and kep't up theſe, have had not the leaſt influence 
procure Wrath upon us. . Well may that People be divided a ” 
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ſeparated from his love, who are ſo divided one amongt another, When 
one part of the Nation (hath ſuffered, then jRill the other hath. rejoic'd in 
their -Brethrens Miſeries , are Contributing to the advancment of their 
Cavſe. And ſucc2fſively, what the Sufferers call Tyranny , Cruelty, "ad 
Perſecution, thoſe that infliR it, call it aguſt puniſhment for their maligni- 
ty or obſtinacy. Oh how jult is it then, Thata general puniſhment ſhould 
at length, work us intoa more general Compaſſion? That at leaft, we 
may pity each other, when we are all in the-fame Miſery, that appears to 
have nothing of 2 Party in it, but irikes down on all fides thoſe that land 
before it ? Many and great- Fations in the Weſtern Church, did imme- 
diately precede its being over-run by the Goths and Vandals, and not on- 
ly in this, butall other Corruptions are we likef to them, as may be learn*d 
from th: Writers of thoſe -dzys ; God of his infinite mercy avert the fur-, 
ther -Judements which ſuch Diſorders preſage. Such is , and Tong haik 
been our Caſe, 'That the loudeſt and moſt earneſt eritreaties for Peice, have 
"been drowned with the contrary noiſe and clamour of the Coritentious. 
What comes from'the weaker and oppreſſed Party, is Rifl rejeRted as mit» 

- muring and complaining ; And thoſe that are in Proſperity, reje& the &f+ 
fers which after they would gladly condeſcend to, Stil} the fide that rules, 
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miour of the times they live in, then” he ſhall pleaſe 6thers, ' But IF he fay', 
ſome. are too imperiqus arid impoſing, and otters tov peeviſh, impatierit , 
and quarrelſem 5 * arid both too'guilty of cenſoriouſneſs and devogedneſs to 
their 6wn cuftoms'ar opinions ; he ſhall hardly 'be grateful to either ; 'buron- 
ly tothe true Sons'ef Peace amongſt all, who areendueg with 'the ſweer-zng 
1 genaine temper'sf Chriſtianity,” * tbcmery OTIS. 
Ding - Oh unhappy Eugland 1 How long haſt thowbeen toft to 2nd fro by the” 

TY hantls of Violence and: Contention ® How oft haft thou been bent thi 


"tis | | . . . 

when they find they cart ſecure their friterefts without any compliance , 
hat fly, out of a jealouſie 'of being undermined ; partly, nds love to 
DN» rag the pteheminence; and partly, out of a defire of revenge, are far 
Ie} com hearkning to the moſt reaſonable motions for Unity and Peace.  Anc 
Of | hechat mentions, or laments cur Diviſiens' with never ſo Catholick ind 
ad" :ropartial a ſpirit and defizn; if be charge” not #ll the 'blame upon 6he Par- 
W's +y,. ſhall ſcarce "receive any thanks from dither, Tf he 'cryes our of nothi 
gra but Antichriſtianifm, 1dolatry, Superſtition, and Tyranny, then, he ſhal 

'] be bugg'd by ſome; And if heinveigh birterly againſt Schiftn, Sedition _ 
= FaQtion, 'Hypocrifie, and charge this upots alf that are not [jutt & the hu- 
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way, 2nd thatinto contrary extreams > Oh, when at length wilt thou be C 
Acait, andobtain a quiet reft? Oh that this might be the happy ee" 
| Gods berg hagh eos apeb 18 1.V%y 262 Gu Pullerity a a" | 
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cauſe to ſay, Oh happy Plague that bedciluain 1665, Which diſcovered to Þ 
the [nhabitants.of £ng/and thus Plague of their own hearts, their uncharita- 
blencls and anamofities one again(t another, and cur'd them hereof, and re- 
conciled them into a bleſſed laſting Peace. To this wiſh of mine, Letevery | fi 
Reader ſay eAmen, even. So be it, ye 

Oh what is become of that humble, patient, ſelf-denying, leving Spi» | 5s 
rit, which was once the Charater of the Followers and Friends of our '} no 
Sracious, tender-hearted, . and. compaſſionate Lord Jeſus. Strange, - that 
ever the Goſpel of Peace ſhould furniſh the Corruptions of men wich mat- 
ters for Strife | When one great, yea, -very great Deſign of it, is, to pro- 
mote the trueſt, and molt ſolid, and univerſal Peace amongſt the Sons of || 4: 
men-; which is the natural Conſequent of their being at peace with God, | fa 
through the [great Reconciler, And yet what would we have ? There's | 7 
ſcarce a man but ſpeaks for peace, and, vebemently declaims again Difſen- || £1 
tions, Fex. there are but wonder there ſhould be any Differences in the | «7 
World, and.that men are not all of one mind. But what-mind mult that Func 
be 2 Even their own. And this, this is our nuſchief : the ;:World is, full of Y fict 
ſuch Magiſterial {Spirits, that they , forſooth, would be Diaatours in the | tir 
Church, And; though themſelves may be always wavering, and crookned {| thir 
by.a Nyvotion ie a Party ; yet would they be the Centre where all vari» {the 

8 Nyrenayins ſhould meet, their Opinions and Wills muſt be the Rule } Sec 
and Standard of Truth and Duty. Though -men be never ſo much blind» {tho 
ed by Prejudice ar Self-conceit., yet they take it il} ; if others will not ſee 
with theis eyes , blindfold themſelves, and take them for our Guides. New 
in our Nation, One man wanders what is in the mind of ſome, that they Yo! 
ars Faln ſo much in love with ſome inconfiderable things , that they ri 
roally exact ſrom all others an obſervance of them ; And theſe wonder 

Fe Genie any Fand ra eels Ins But its well, if cither remem- 
EL TD) (9h AEPOraners FADES, ls, :and liableneſs to miſtake, which might F 

e them both to a mere charitable canfiruſtion of their Brethrens acti» (F* 
..... The. overtures for agreemenr., which come from» the weaker , are 
guns. diſprac'd by thoſe of their own; way ( the Zealots of them ) as 
Izi ſnuffe 
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, iyby the high fide bros ag + of pr ferment [except | 
4 er ſide, . \ tels capable. of preferment (except 48+ 
means ty corrupt him) as being not thorowly Baptrzed intq rheir Party, » 
Thus have we got one for Pas/, 4nd another for Apollo, ray, worſe di. 
Ringuiſhing names than theſe , and whiPf both fides are roo guilty of in- 
veighing againſt each other for not coming over wholly ro them, how little 
My jon toward a Mid-way meeting ? Who formetly have been, and who 
now eſpecially are to blame in the Land for keeping openour breaches, is 
riot very difficult impartially to diſcover: Bur ſtill 1t ſo falls our, thatth 
who are moſt in fault, may leaſt ſately be r61d ſo, for this muſt needs be a 3 
knowledged,T hat thry who have opportunity and power of making a wery fair 
and ſatisfafory Accommodation bet Wixt thoſe that differ and yet do it not : ſo 
far as this meglef comes to, are the perſons guilty of centinuing our div; ſons, 
T hey who had formerly this opportunity, and neglefted it, were in their time 
gui ty - ;and by conſequence they who now enjoy the [ame advantages , aad yet 
improve then net, muſt needs fall under the ſame charge, 1 think rchat-man 
undertakes a very hard task, whoſe confin'd affetions, and zeal for his par- 
ticular Opinions, ſhall engage him to defend all that is done, bythe Re- 
tdiners to the way which he himſelf hath embrac't : For my part 1 ſhould 
think it a piece of difficulty to maintain, that even our firſt Reformers from 
the Romiſh Superliit'ons, were none of them ated by private Aims.' ard 
Secular Intereit, or miſcarried in no circumitarice of managing Afﬀairs., 
though the main cauſe was moſt juſt and honourable. Let who if then for 
Ime;enter intoa defence of this fide or that, not only for rhefe Twenty, but 
Hundred and Twenty Years; for ſo Jong a date do ſome of our ankds | 
ferences bear : And many will confidently aver, That 4 Puritan Te 
aint ſtanding; as an Engliſh Prottft axtt;, avid was once thought beſt ware 'y of 
that Namt ; and that a Non-conformift was found, as ſoon as theye appeared 
Martyr for the Reformed Canſe : Net yet am Iwilling tþ look fo fir 
ack;as to give-any impertinent rehearfal of all the djiforders that didpre- 
orcauſe, accompany or inmediateſy follow npor the more. open' and 
it contentions which have been'amongf us, which might tenE'tather 
| reall,than profit any, for doubtleſs ſuch wn gan 00 have been 
of all fides ( let partial "Hiſtorians , this way or thar, ſay wharthey will) 


hat hearty Repenrance,and mutual Forgiveneſs, is more becomir than 
Self-jukification, and'Spleeniſh Recriminarions ; if there be#n rhe gui 
f ſo much pride ard utichariablenefs, T heartily pray,that aff'who have 

d long ſurviv'd their Crimes, may be deeply humbled for their ſerring our 
ation on a flame (which all the blood rhat was ſpilt have not yer quench't) 
r the Scandal they have brought upon the Proteſtant cauſe, for all theix 
reach of Ogths, Yows and Covenants, proftittting their Confeiences, and 
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etending Religion for carrying on their corrupt deſigns,” and wilful -letting 

Tip the opportunities they Wg for the promoting the cauſe of Chriſt, and 
ejtabliſhing a ſetſed Peace in the Churches; for the gaining of which , ſome 
excellent Spirits did ſo earnefily ( though too unſucceſsfully ) labeur. - But 
oh is it not range and ſad, that after we have ſo long ſeen- and ſmarted uns. 
der the deplorable effeRs of diſcord , we ſhould yet be as far from embra- 
cing the neceſſary means of Reconciliation as ever ! That after a Civil 
Peace hath been graciouſly reftored, the Church ſhould fill be fo. much di- 
vided ?. And this after diverſe moderate_perſons. of different perſwakians , 
have ſo plain!y laid down the methods for ſuch an agreement, as might have 
made us a Church gtorlous to all the World ; yea, for thoſe things which 
are the true glory of a Church, which would have made us alſo happy in 
the approbation and favour of the God of Peace and Holineſs, The Lord 
open the eyes, and ſoften the hearts of all, at length to diſcern and accept of 
ſome ſuch Propoſals for Peace, that the Progreſs. of. our Feuds make us not 
a SpeQacle of Pity to our Friends, and Laughter to our Adverſaries , as they 
have already made us Objects of Gods Indignation, It is not my buſinels 
now to preſcribe theſe ways, which if I were to do, I ſhould only take the 
boldneſs to preſent Tranſcriptions ;' and ſomething I may, have occaſion to 
ſay. of this under another Head , to which I haften :- Only in General le 
me add, This is a certain. Truth, approved by the joint Suffrages of the moſt 


and approbation of things m.their own Nature, tothe moſt Learned and C 
[cientions, nl and driſputable , it is never like ta be firm and Wniyerſal.,: 
«And they who would build Knit y pon an Uniformity 'in thoſe matters whis 
will never bear the ſtreſi of it , ſuch as we before mentioned, they are the per« 
ſons that lay the ſureſt grounds imaginable for the hatching of Schiſms, wh 
ing though they who - x this —— may be alſo culpable, yet will. not thi 
excuſe thoſe who adnniniftredit. Wherefore *tis not by Names or Numbers 
or Power, you muſt maks « judgment, when you ſeek. for Schiſmoaticks, no mt 
then you would,, if lookgng for Cathalicks,engquire only who call'd themſelves. | 
Toevince my Afﬀertions, who that hath notloſt his commonreaſen, or e 
is.becom'n a Papiſt, but may diſcern, how impoſſible it- is that ever a f 
Concord in the Chriſtian World, ſhould be founded upon the -ackne 
ment.of the Univerſal Head (hip zof the Biſhop of Rewe ? And *tis not al 
their Councels.and Father they can make ſuch. falſe brags of, nor the dif 
" fiyeneſsof this gangrene of their perſwaſion, nor the favour of ſo man 
Princes, nor the. Harmony they would make us believe is amongſt then 
ſelves, canexcuſe them from the juſt imputztion of -being moſt notori, 
iſmaticky and Dividers of the Church. and a manifelt inafic 
| SeQuries, . | 
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Sober and Judiciqus Divines, That whileſt owr Peace 15 laid upon the praflice}. 
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 . + Once more let me add, Al! choſe who hove eſpouſed any private Gnereſt. or 
Party, 7 + are reſolved to | 2267" 09 at that rate, on n0 
man ſhall have liberty te promote Chriftianty ut ſelf, except be will jointly con- 
tribute to the REA of thas their dfig nd way mt like to perpetuate 
ue j -ovr diſſextions, [o long 4s ether there are other men of corrupt minds, who have 
it- j ' got 4 Fattion comrar y to theirs ; or ſo long as there are to be found: men of 118- 
wil | {x Cathalick, $ perits #nd Prin ples, that will ſerve the humonrs of no m1 n, nor 
di= | qþet this or t bas party, a diſtintt from all ether pions, ſaber, and. peaceable 
DS» Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Paith; but are reſolved tote of that Seft only, mhich 
we ff 12 St. Paul's dajes. was eucry where ſpoken againſk. 
ich I know. there are mady that are carneſt for Peace, often times meaning no. 
/10 3 more by it, than a ſtricter Combinatioa of all of their own Party-, ar ſome 
ord | alittle different, againſtone they- account a Common Enemy : Thus. no. 
t of } doubt the Romaniti may be griev'd to conſider the Rruglings in. his Mor 
not 8 thers own: bowels,. and may paſſionately exhort the ſeveral Contenders to, 
ey F . an Unity, for the more effeQual advancement of the Catholick FaRion, and 
els] Joint oppoſition of the Reforged Churches, But als, what narr - 
the | ritednels is this ! The Peace therefore 1 am exhorting to, and which it be-. 
10g ſeems all true Followers of the Prince of Peace -ta endeavour after., ſhould. 
le” be built upon ſuch foundations, as may make. it extend to , .and- be compre- 
oft } henſive of all that agree in the Efſentials-of Religion, the belief and pra- 
1c - Rice of theſe things that are revealed in Scripture, as neceſſary to Salvation ;, 
apd they onght to keep up no other difference betwixt themſelyes, and an 
6.4 that own the Chriſtian Name, and the Articles of its Faith , Papiſts them: 
way ſolves notexcepted, befides what the. rejeRtion- of all Innovations in Do- 
' Qine, Diſcipline or Worſhip willunavoidably produce. And therefore. tor. 
4 be ſo -much-of a Negative Religion, as Papiſts. tell as we are, denyibg this. 
of that groundleſs opinion, refuſing ſuch and ſuch needleſs. praRtiſes,, - is a.. 
{truer ſign of -a Catholick, than impoſing any one of thoſe controverted. 
ng. y.Our: beſt Diſputants againſt the Church of Rowe, tell us, That the. 
foundations of the Chur ches Eſſence agreed on, and conſexttd to,- are alone the . 


rnmutable grounds of its kmty, And 1 ſuppoſe it may be founded upon + 
this reaſon, viz, That when a man enters into any Society for ſome advanta- 
ges there to be had, he is like to be firmly engaged thereto, whil'R the condi--- 
tion of his continuance in it, is an acknowledgment and , praRtice of thoſe - 
things only, that are neceſſary for every particular Member to do , if he-. 
would partake: of thoſe ts that are attainable in Common in- that So- 
 Clety ;- for every mans perſonal-intereſt engages him to an agreement thus, * 
buy far. But-when any thing is ſuper- induc'*tythat is, conſulted only for the go 

'tifying or advancing ſome fer, it cannot be expeRted-that there, ſhquld be 2 | 
+ | 
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”  -peneril in theſe things, Now the Church. being an -Apgrevats Þ 


of pertons, for 
enjoined';\in "order; 46 (their everlaſting z what mote-cav-be || .pe 
ctiouphie neveſſery for their Union, than theirCcnjandtion, in the acknon= | Ja 


[edgment and praRtife: of theſe things? Good Godb how clear, methinks,' | Ci 
is this Truth And if this be the way ſor an. Union in the Catholick Church, 
why not in' the patricular Churches that. are: parts of it ? Fyr when theſe; 
narrow and limit the conditions of Gurch-memberſhip ;- they 'fo far d& 
part from Catholick' Unity, - But thefe things arefully ſpoken to by oth 
So then, what miſcarriages we are 'guilty of in-this particular, is fully evi- 
dent; and what is to be done for their redreſs, is no wayy difficult to be 
found out and accomplifh't, if atlength we were agreed to make Chriſfts in- 
rereft ours, 'and\ wholly to'try © our: ſelves, end umprove our-power, and 
enact laws only to promote that, and to enforce the Laws he hath. already 
made, -_ would but bring out acknowledgments of Scripture-ſufficiency in- 
fo ICE. | 
Lord grant this may be the reſolution and endeavour of all in this 
Church and Starey} whoz; under God , are ina Capacity of reſtoring ' Health 
and Tranquility to a-people ſo ſorely weakned, by their- being -crumbled 'ins 
to ſomany Sets and Parties; that at length becomingone in Holineſs and 
Love, | and turning as one man to the Lord, ferving him in a pure Language 
with joint conſent; he may be one with us; and the uniry of our prayers may 
help on to thesr Succeſs, even the removal of thofe Judgments, that were in= 
fliced to drive us to ſuch an Unity, - | | 
That'] may now, Laſtly, Sum' up much in one word, #* have bein 4 Pro. 
ple emalty of as wilful .and malicrums contempt of God, his Goſpel, Mimfters 
mf People, and neg/eft of all true Religion, as ever any Nation of the war td 
' 4s, that hath m4 
agements to Reformation that wet bave dove, How: have we led our 
merciesin the dirt,” or thrown them in the face of the Giver? How foci . 
have we forgot. his Rod: when we- have been: but juft from under the - 
ſmartof it f How have we contemn'd the Threatnings of further wrath 
denounc*t againſt us by-his Word and Minifiers > How hath even profeſt A+ | 
theiſm abounded, that hath made a ſcorn of, not only the Duties, but Do-4 Þ 
Arines of Chriflianity'?” To renounce alt Religion, was to be taken for a 
Wit : And by their long impunity in wicked courſes, were men more con- 
— firmed in their iftical conceits. Was it not fir then that Death” ſhould 
 rxeducethem totheir right mind, when they are ſo wilfully ditracted ? ' But - 
| eſpecially for praRical Atheifts, who whil*t they profeſs to know God, glo- 
| *£> him got @& God, but in worksdeny 'ancd diſhonour him-3 how do | 
»p 4 P abound 
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yed the means and opportunities fot, and lain under the en- 
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lock after. And bere s the Fruit of the Aion that have ſo long lain ea 
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' abound" in cug [Land | - Except but ſome Formalitits"vf external \Ner- 
formance,” and publick Worſhip, and a meer Opinice &/Hewe-linde ap- 
pearance isthere of a- Church, or Chriftianity amongſt us? Seer we-'hot 
rather a Cage of unclean Birds > Look into the Court and Univerſity, the 
City and Countty, all ſorts and conditioas of men ; and ſay then j whether 
are we not ove: flowed with profaneneſs , which its Jutt ſhould: be followed 
with a deluge of wrath towaſh it away? To what a paſs are we ceime;! 
.whom nothing is ſo firange as ſerious Holine(s and firit Walking T6 
adiligent Serper of the ma holy God, is made # matter of reproach, t.'”To 
live up ſo the Principles of that Religion, we all pretend to,' is to 

ones (elf at tha leaſt, toſcotfs and years, AN_ = Fig in Reb 
on, is accounted Fancy and courſe 

cal- Canting, ' ' To: mention any word: # Qin Chrift of his' Apoſtles, -withour 
a jeſt of ity 'or the ſacred Natne of God, mow 1a pe - pare. Curkn 
take it 1n vain, is an offence t6 many tender ears, © To 

2 Drunkard'or a Sweater, is to become a Buſie-body, and ſelf: To 
ſpeak of God, or Chritt, Death, Judgment, and Eternity, and wa dM 
ters of Religion, isthe way © have ſome raceful Title or other” preſ eres 
—_ yau.Godlineſs it ſelÞis lodk't on bt rich rs rene 
and revil'd; and the'moſt unblatnable Prifeffors of it,, | 
names, as being deſigned for their diſgrace, fears pert 
fault, even Purity, and preciſe, ci NI tet Now ay we HY juſts 
| qearive the complamw made by Array army er even 
» That-let Men walk never ſo conformably to the Law of 
ix; cnly endeavouring to-&void the' ico of the Gaies,] and in "their 
. rnd-Calling to bear witneſs again} them, endeavouring to live cots 
ing, Lives, and to promote Godlineſs in their own Faint» - 
and amongſt their Neighbours, preſently they (hall be called Puty- 
rags in Be/tex*r phraſe, Fs honcurable Nickname of Chit- 
tbe mon — haye feſs favour then, '« Papift- of 


; and ſefi- 
en inte be het ick ; are dif any 
ings, and ſuch Minifters the lefs favour'd, | 
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ON bow juſity may Gd rake up again is uf, thoſe Complatits that 

r avainſt us e ts we 

| win Fords, bn nt Jews > He hath ſenthis Meſſengers 

_ late, —4 ws Jr Precept, Line Line ; Ccal- 
yes le things; they will. bitterneſs in 

Ce ad year nnd he \ ext, db” 
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eciuai to copure of the Lard our Duty, Senkes it hath been revealed 
uſt, KS: have atleaſt m our, Warks , laid, We pris Aoi i 


4 but, we. will walk after the ways of tur own hearts ; 1 


never liveſuch tri and godly Lives; this-is more adothan needs ; hers 
.noſuch danger infollowing cur Lults ; this is but the. device of Preactiers 
rogettificus. Itwas well cnough with us, When we lived in$hoſe fins th 
ſuch.a. ſir agginſt; and. we never. bad gaod World, finceſo myth 

ral i ns ne How have we -mock*d God b our pr 
ences og him, when our hearts have been far from bim? And thoſe vs 
xy Perſons, who in the Church Were confeſſing their fins, and Praying 
m_ = mightlivea pre gagiober is life ; when their Devotions are & 

do little leſs than. deride Gagdlineſs; and -run into all exceſs of ;ti 

and wonder. at them-4s preciſe, fools,. who: run not with 


'And 
ho he ſolved. by cryin » The T enople of the Lord, Temple if 


the Loxd ; The Church, The © ch; by being zealeus- of ſome Ceremos 
ny or Cuſtane. of lutle Concernment , and railing at all thatare not « 

theic humoyr, 28 diſobedienty-fatious, and Phaatical. How's the. Serv 

vice of God dwindled, tÞ 3. Meer Formality,, and caany. underftapd no more 
ity bans qeveur ing ene BESR Feat Mode of) Brayecs, ar 

aye 4 pe Heavon ſure enaigh, and-make- amends fot 

fol lle& of Perſonal and Family-duties, for the -Earthlineſs of thei 


begts, , ofa the Vitiouſneſs -and Diſorder ,of their Lives Þ Oh how h 
mexk jof fin, ,and logk't on, It,as -g wfling-tbing, that ne 
[ed + Jo ſhy cf. Hom many y pretty: eas. and Excuſes have they-go 
for Whorgdom, Drunkennelſs io the moli-gpan(irous Pride? If theplat 

r 


. 
* 


Word gf God contradi& their Lutis, i ſhalhbe one yalue yrith them ; fount 
wick or other-they'l have tocvadeit;, ofy if they” have! nothing to ſay; ye 
they: will ſet their wills againſt Gods Commands, and. flatly diſobey I: 
Haye ngt we.cven with't;therewas .neyer.a Bible'in: the World, no God-i 
Heaven 5p lived. 48.1f irdecd there, was .nat?/ And alas, how ſmall 1 
is there Lage, my aped the common Polutions?. How 

that have-been dee Red with the diſhonours doti= to: their H 
yu Father Nt Wo = ood ay Fa (6%. fide; and been. rathful 

e of Holineſs, theſe have been as ths rs 
ay _—_ py of oy fruits, gen rn 

e ( even. 38 emnant of the Paithful : the Iſh 
Foo has been _ the wonder and . ſcorn of the iſt, Theth have bay on 
the Soong of Drunk:rds; and. they, together with that Ward any 
Rk a ſport of thoſe whoſe h:arts have been metry 


nipo the Phijifine Lords, They and their S@ipture ſervs to ot pe 


howeet 
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naih, its pacroweſt eye. He'thi 
; | Prey ; bo Rags 5 een 

1a the City; and abhorted him thay ſpake up- 
rightly after all;-yiped their mouths , ahd (aid , Let tht Lord he 
plorified. Were ngt'we 2p a moſt. dolefyil Rate, when the qolt ex- 
a obedience io the Laws of God, yas accointed, more diſgraceflil., than 
the F_Y PR mien of .them; and few durit pl&ad for, and* pridtiſe 
Holineſs with that confidence, thit others durſt commit, and own known 
Sins > Haw bath God waited long , and made the Poiver of His Eord-ſuf- 
fering to appear, ſtriving with us 1 the ways of Leve , and thingting Cor- 
reQions with his Mercigs , that he might prevail with us to pity 6ur ſetves, 
but all in vain ? He-puniſh'd us with the Sword , and kept” us long' in the 
Furnace, and ae We com'h out leſs refined? Again, he tried us with. mercies, 
but we improved them not. He-hath threathed , when he might have de- 
firoyed ; and born with us long, to. prevent out ruine, 3nd yer nothing would 
work : . But we haye prelt him. with, ous iniquities-, "and even made hith to 
ſerve.with our ſins. we have grieved. his 'Spitit,by out Rubbertieſy aſtro 
bellion , and hive bagan to thipk, becauſe be {pr fence, he was ſuch one 
as we, and liked well enough of our ways ; and, becauſe his. Fiidgments were 


if - nor ſpeedily executed, cur hearts have been fullyſet ts do evif. And wheti we 


were coms to this pals, and God was ever weary with withhotding,'8& there 


" 


many in, 4 great meaſure thruſt oufof it , were we not ripe for deftruRtion 7 


' were ſo {ex.to.fand in the, gap; ta turn anay hig.Wtath', and evin'of then 
Was pot, our Epbah,full? Isit hy wonder, if at length, Gotbe fiſet 
0 plgad make 


to plgad with us,in-a manner that ſh us know and feel, thir he ruteth 


af id the world, who will by no means acquit the itmperſitent ?' who, though he 


bear long, yet will not always bear with a Rtiff-necked Generation. Could 


i me expect any other,than that God ſhould mike bare his Arm and viſit 


rg 
_ 
- 
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uſers {e things, and eaſe himſelf of his Adverſaries, and avenge hithſelf 


of oblijnate-Contemners of his Laws and Authority 7 And what, Shat 
the Lion raar., and not the Beaſts of the Forreff tremble? Is God angry, and 
ſhall. not we. fear? Doth he ſhake his Rod over us, nay, lay it upon us}, fo 
that thouſands feel it in their fleſh, and all hear the ſound of 11s terrible 
laſhes ; and. yer do we not tremble ? Shall not our haughry Conthtenances 
change, and ihe joynts of our Ioins be looſed, now there is an Inviſible hand 
come forth , . writing ſuch bitter things againſt us > 'Hath God ſuch aſore 
Controverkie with us > Hath he done ſo much , and will he yet dotheſe 


iſ and theſe things again us, and wilt thou not yet prepare to meerthy God, 
; b+ H Oh 


Oh Eng/and?; Oh the dreadful ſet 
our People 1 CHEF ful tc 
ments that are amongſt us "No Ut | 
few will be brought to Conſider ? Is not this « direful 'p 

Wrath ?. And that it is evetvan utter defiruRtion that is coming upo 

not ſo with thoſe, a6ur thee, Reatler, thou dwelleff in a ha ace; 
Though e hear of Thouſz nds dying'abant theld ;” and hine A web 


Pear. 
Pee that yer they ye eſcape, and that Death ſhall not come nigh theit 


forty, command, eech. ſo affeAionately as the Miniſter was 
wont? Where Myſec and the tnot be” heard; whar canpi 
vail? Tf, hew: 1 ſlaying them weth the herd | 
bu mouth, | » He. 6.5. Shall the Execution of his 
J y. yes, ho doubt , God hath his Chaſtiſements 
which ſetti -nforcing hit - ebom reform. 
Souls, and be-hath alſo thoſe Pubiſhm roys.”. And: 
if_men. tit, x ; (hat their 
eyes ag NIE, LORFULTION JAY Uh ref under 
Corre&ion ;- and rather hats the God who makes them'ſmar , thanthe fins 


or yecians. that. are gu rrinel | | 
oh that.this were not the caſe of mulrirydes atmorigſt us 1.' The'Lord awaken 
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All that I ſhall ſpeak of the latter Branch, 1 ſhall reduceto this one Head, 
namely, Thatic may very juſtly be preſumed 4 to have-a great influence in 
- the ing exr Miertes,, that (0 many able Miaiſtets of. Chrift have of 

tas Glen and in a manner uſeleſs, compared to what they might have 
been; had they continued their: publick Employments.  ; 287 
- Thus far 1 hope none will beoffended.; for if it bz granted de fatty, that 


» 
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þ; Þ| - there are many whom God had furniſhed with abilities to ſerve him in the 
| Miniftry , which he had called them to/, that have not exerciſed theſe abili- 
»-F ties tothe bet advantage in that FunQion, ( and 1 think he muſt have:a 
a | good Rock of Impudence who thall deny, that many of thoſe who bave beea 
it '| of late unſerviceable, were ſo accompliſht ) then 1 ſhall :cafily evidence, 
e | That hereby God hath been much cithonoured and provoked, whoſe foever 


the fault hath been ; which is that I ſhall briefly enquire int ©, and diſcover, . 
and then give in full evidence of my aflertion. ; 14:2 4. {1 ' 4 
I know; it mayſo happen,that-whatT write, may dripleaſe-one and anc- 
ther ; but for that I am inditferent,” as having reſolyed to give-ao allowance 
to my paſſion or prejudice, buttouſe the ſame impartialicy and” faithful- 
neſs ,' tothe utmoſt of my power, that I ſhould do, if $ fo ſoon as ever I 
had Par. work, wry YT my-ſumazns Dye _—_— 
juſt J of Heaven Earth. | Nar woutd 1 withngly: thi 
but Fw, turkrnarwr lntereſt- of Chriſt anct his Fore (p.m to, 
and will warrant mein: And whilſt I have the Lord engaged in the whole 
cauſe which I undertake and plead ; I value'not a-firaw:at my. foot , what 
the mottenraged Potent malice can do. Nay; I dare then beſpeak all in the 
words of the Kingof» Bgype to! Fofab:, i liude varied; 3 Ghroe.'g5. 21. 
What haye 1 to dowith thee, Oh man ,. whoever thow art. > 1 come riot a+ 
gainft thee this day, but againftSin , wherewnimThave war; far Grd com- 
manded me to this work. ' Forbear from medling with God, who is with 
. me, that he deſtroy thee not. And I'think 'a mah may with as much com+ 
fort be a Martyr for the Ugity and Peace of the Church, and advancement 
of Holineſs, as ever any pf-our- Proteſtants were , for the defence of 'the 
Reformed Religion; ( and indeed thiswas” more their Cauſe , thaw Chriflia- 
nity it ſelf , 1f we conſideriit right”) yea, though he have a ſheet of paper 
pinn'd to his back, that ſhall call hum Sctnſmatical and Seditious, and $iftk 
he be puniſhed , .as they we know were burnt for Hereticks, - But to the 
bufineſs in hand, As tothe matter of FaR, it's' well enough known , what 
Conditions were required of all that would continue in the Miniftry, and « + 
Rill ace exacted , of all that will enter upon it , which-multitudes -n-t ſub- 
mitting to, were Suſpended and Silenced, and others; whoboth by their _ 5 
Parentsand themſelves , were defighed for that Employment ,:and accord- » 
H 2 | 
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ingly eduonZd; were prevented of>their intentions,” The ill effefs heroof 1 
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- Now that Lmay deal fair! plainly-; 'this I-muſt needs ſay. That if 
there have been my of eg Pa whoiwere: convinced ;0 their Con- 
ſciences, that thz things commanded were ſuch; as all cirumſtances confi- 
der. d, they might lawfully have ſubmutted to ; bur yet out of faRions, hu» 
mour, obliinacy, a defire to gratifie, or promote a party , or any ſuch car- 
nal principle ,, 'did refuſe ſuch ſubouſſon'; they cannot be excuted from the 
guilt:of deferting their 'charges , and of the many ill conſequences of that 
deſertion. What can any:man in reaſon. defire | more ?. For it:18 28 ſuch they 
ſuffer, and not meerly as mifinformed, much leſs ſure as invincibly ignorant, 
or as men that wc uld not fin ; and'if they have in*eed bz n guilty <f the 
Crim. s, for which their puniſhments ate proportioned , I reacily joyn with | f 
their moſt forward Accuſers; but-oh thatthePumthment bad Raygd; ill the. | 31 
Erime had been proved, and. laid on theſ: that:were found gwlty 2+ */- ol 

- But on: the other hand, if there were any, who did uſe all probable means 
for their. ſatisfaRion, { being carneſtſy defured. to bave continued in the | tt 
work of the -Lord ) and afterall, remained perſwaded, that tkey could not ar 
comply.with what was. <nji: yor d them, without wilful-ſinning againſt God, || 11 
then they whoby:|their-Impoſutions did neceflitate th:m to forſake/ their | G 
Minifiry, are liable tothe former charge, vxz.. are guilty. of. their EjeRtion, | © 
and cf th EffeRts th:reof, except they: had ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing. 
Would they have anything ſpoke tnor= candidly.and gently ?: nc 

.N wiwh therthere be any of : the former fart, ar not, I cannot , -nor dare re 
expreſly affidm 5 and [ thinky iti they ſhallacknowl-dge ,, or ſome other 
way diſcover [it;,1 mote: than;bfor rmy patt heverknown them-to do ) it 
can be known only to hun from whom-no ſecret thoughts are hid ; but I 
defice them to deal faithfully with th it:own hearts , and if they-are conſci- 
ous to themſelves of any ſuch ill Principles, and grounds of their not Con- 
forming to th2ir Rulers Laws, tab+humbled for, and expel them. 

That ther-: are many ſuch ezeted, and prevented from the Minifiry , as 
I-deſcribed in my latter Suppofiti-ny.I cannot but believe, as having for my 
felf,thet. Rimony of my cwn Conſciencein th : fight of God; and for others 
ſuch Profeſſions from men that have done nathing , that 1 know , to forfeit 
their credit ; and ſuch R-aſons to make thoſe Profeſſions appear credible; 
that I amlitile leſs conficent of it,than I am that there is ſuch a place at Romeo 
or Pars, which-I know only by hear-ſay : I ſay, little leſs confident of this, h: 
that there are mahywho yield not-a Conformity to what was impoſed , not || to 
out of Hypecrife: or Humour, but out «|. a fear cf diſpleaſing God , -and 
hurting their own Souls, witob 220 : ; 
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If this then be ac I Chaſe who fave caſt and kept ſuch 
out, have very great cauſe to be humbled for their ſeverity toward them, 
according to the meaſure they were inftrumental here : Except ( | added ) 
they had ſufficient reaſon for th ir ſo doing. And. that I-ſhall grant they 
had, if th y manifeſt either of theſ: two things, which are all the grounds 1 
can imagine, 

" I, That there are as good effects of this their EjeQtion, as I can produce 

Ones, | 
- 2. Orthat the nature of the things impoſ d on them , was ſuch , that it 
had been. of as dr: adful conſequnc2 to have diſpenſt with conformity to 
them, as thus to deal with them for not rendering ſuch a Conformity, 

But till :ith r of theſe be proved, or ſome other ſatisfatory reaſrn aſ- 
| figned( giving leave ſoberly to debat the caſe ) I ſhall for the conviRtion, 

andhumiliation of, the guilty, mention a very few of the many ſad eff:ts 
of this th. ir excluſion, 

1. ' The firſt is, Theunreformedneſs, and wickedneſs cf multitudes that 

_ through Gods bleſling upon their endeavours, might have been c;nverted 
and reformed... And that this might have been in all- probability accomp- 
liſhed, w: may very reaſonably argue , fre m4hat eminent ſuccefle which 
Godgaveto many of their publick.labours , and by ſome fruits, ſince then, 
cf their private endeavours.. 

Let none here wilfully. miRtak*, and ſay,. that by c-nverting men ,, I mean 
nathing elſe but to turn them t aparty , or an opinion; for I profeſs 1 in- 
tend no.ſuch thing.;z but the very ſame that. Chriſt doth, when he tells us, 
That except we be Converted, we cann t enter'into the Kingdom of Hea- 

_ven; and that the Apoſtl: doth, when he ſpeaks of our being twrned from: 
darkneſs to light , axd from the pomer of Satan to God: Even the turning 
the bent of mens h:arts and lives ,- from fin and the creatur: , to G=d by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the ways of- holin:ſs, let theme of. what opinion they 
will, as to the ſeveral forms and modes am -ngſt us... Oh how many fever 

- Drunkards,. Swearers, Whoremongers , -Opprefſors. and Cheaters -might 
there have been amongſt us, had they had their liberty to have preached 
down theſe fins, whcſe only Rudy and buſineſs it was t> decry and ſhame 
them, and bring men from thelove and praQtiſe of them? Hov many more 
might there have been, who as tru mournersin our Zo, would have been 
humbled for their own, and the Nati-ns fins, and laboured by all means ts 
have prev-nted Gods wrath ,- had they in all place: enjoyed thoſe means 
for th. ir Converſion, which they ſometimes did, and might yet have done ? 
If then the multitudes of provoking fiorers, and the ſcarcity. of humble, 
holy, praying Chriſtians, have been-any ground of our ſufferings , 4 p # 
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coule"ef thaſe., hath 
done any thing to the-procuring of theſe. week £2 

Oh ! for the Lords ſake bethink your ſelves, tall you that are-concerned: 
Was it juſt andequal dealing , when the Prince -of Darkneſs was advanc'd 
with all bis might into the field, then to dighand, and put out of Commilſ- 
ſion ſo many experienced Leaders , that in their own Perſons, and by encou- 
raging and guiding the ſeveral Companies, would have done their beſt ro re- 
filt him? Did you herein conſult the pleaſure cf the great Captain of 'our 
Salvation, from whom y .u own your ſelyes to. have received your Offices, 

only for the ſucceſsful carrying «n « f his Deſigns, and the fighting cF- his 
Battels ? 

Nay , and all this you have done, becauſe they. ſubmitted not to ſome 
things , which you your ſelves call Indifferent; and which they believed, 
were contrary to the former Inftru&tions they had received from their Lord 
and Matter, 

Judze in your Conſciences, Do you think it is more acceptable to Chriſt, 
that the Souls of men, whom he thought worth his precicus Hearts-blood, 
ſhould* periſh, rather than ſome Ceremony or InjunRtion of yours be” 0- 
mitted ? Did he ever in his Actions or Do&rine manifeſt ſuch a contem 
of Souls, and ſuch an eſteem for a Ceremony ? Conſider his Life-and Death, 
and read his Diſccnrſes to the Phariſees , and then judge. Are Salvation 
and Damnation indifferent things ? And ſhall they be leſs regarded 
ſuch ? Oh how will you compenſate for the Diſſervice y-u have already 
done to the Goſpel ! It is not all your Revenues can do it, though your ; 
Repentance and Reformation of Tuch miſcarriages fcr the future may, do 
much, © Be not offended with my freedom of ſpeech : for (God is my 

- Witneſs ) I ſpeak not out of paſhon, hor a deſire to make you odious z but 
out of a juſt zeal for the Cauſe of our deareſt Lord , and the Concern of 
mers immortal Souls, What amends will you ever be able to make to the 
poor Creatures , who miy now be tormented in Hell, f r want of thoſe 
means of prevention which you deprived them of ? Though they may 
have had thoſe other advantages which may leave them inexcuſable before 
God ; yet how will you excuſe the denying them the beft you might have 
afforded? 

You my deride , ſtorm at, or contemn theſe expoſtulations of a pocr 
Worm like your felves : but contider, 1 beſeech you , what anſwer you 
will make the great Judge of Heaven and Earth, who will come ſhortly in 
Glory and Power to plead his own, and his Peoples Cauſe : when he will re- 
card no man for the pompous Titles he hath had , or great Offices he 
hath born in his Church ( for then, well fare the Pope and his Clergy ) - 
they 
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chey who liave done and taught his Commands, lerthem be of never ſuch ' 
ditninutive titles and. eſteem here, ſhall beaccounted Grear in his King- | 
d: | dom; © And That, 'Thar's our comfort, by his Word we ſhall be: judged 
cd | at laſt, if here we may not be tried by ir, Then-we ſhallallſtand on equal . 
iſ- | cerms, and the arbitrary determinations of frail men ſhall no more rake 
»- | place, but there abide an Inquiſition. ,To that Bar we appeal, by char 
re-f| j tler us ſtandoor fall, thicher we refer our ſclyes, and if we-may 
our | not be heard here, we will patiently and chearfully. wairthat final, juſt de- 
ex, |  cſionot our Caule. | 
his But now hear, for your own fakes at leaſt, if neither our beſeechings 
and tears, nor the. cry and blood of ſouls may be regarded. Do you 
me | think chisisa me matter? And chat you can eaſily ſhift it off if they be re. 
ed, | quired at your hands?Did Chriſt die for ſouls, & ſhall chey eſcape who mur-- 
ard | derthem 2 And do they do any leſs, who hinder thoſe x be would ruin ro 
| helpand ſaverhem? If the filent Watchman be ſo damnably guiley, whac 
are they that ſilence the Watchmen? To conclude, Whether it had not: 
been more acceptable to God, more correſpondent ro your Commiſion, 
more beſeeming your Places and Profeſlion, more for the advancement of 
Religion, andthe erernal Welfare of Souls , to have continned atd;erſeon- 
raged faithfal-Labourers in the Vineyard. of. the Lord; whoſe” only de. 
ight was, to be employed in his Service, rather than to baye offered them: 
ſuch terms; which Chriſt never bid you, and then exclude them for not ac- 
eeptingthofe terms, Ithink, your own Conſciences may eaſily determine 
- - now," beſure the Lord of. the Vineyard will, ſhortly, I&2 e297"! 3 
do | 2a Anocher Effect of their. zemoval-from the Miniſtry,] is, -that many: 
my | Places are left deſticmte, and manyare ſopplied wich | negligent, inſufficient,” , 
wt ſcandalous men. Had their rooms been fil d with others as learned, pious, . 
of | andinduſtriousas they , yet could they, who caſt them forth, hardly evade. 
the 8 the former charge; . except they could-manifeſt, chat che 'Hatveſt was not-- ' 
greatenough, to have requiredall their urmoſt copjun diligence! [Bit it 
1s beyond all contradiction evident, That in many Places firice their ;renfd-- 
ref val, there.have becn no Miniſtersar all, iri ſome as-bad.:s none, iti others - 
vel worſethan none, Let none maliciouſly interpret my Accuſation largelier-- 
than I defignit, which isnot at all of the innocent. I cenſure no 'maniasa' 
78 Conformiſt ;; bur reverenceand eſteem all thoſe, who by their Lives and - 
ou]  Pofrines, have apparently endeavoured:to advance Religion; - of 'whith 
in| number, Iam conftidens, there aremany Conformable men. '” And Tabhor-: 
that uncharitable, cenſorious Spirit, which condemns all chat are not juſt 
of theirown Way. Bur on the other fide, I chink all are 'dro beas- 
farfrom palliating the noconous miſcarriages-of others; Qb how many 
a . ticular 
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*<itulac Miniſters have we.got, that are far from deſerving theneme of Chi» Y 
flians 2 That: ſhould rathercbe turned out of the Church than. admitted in- 
to the Pulpit? This is ſo:manifeſ, That ſober men,though ofitheir own ways 
acknowledge and lament it. How many. are there 5 that \mare-efte&nally 
preach for ihe Devil all the Week, than for God upon his Day ? whole lives 
do mct- to (et up Profanenels, than their Sermons to ſuppreſs 1t ? Are there 
not many -openly guilty of  that-Dwunkenneſs, Wantonneſs, Swearing, and 
ſuch like Lo ſnefs, whch they are appointed to turn-oth: rs from ? And ar2. 
theſe wickedaeſ{ $ provcking in the people, and not in their Teachers, who 
can never be-guilty alone ? 'Ar any men capable cf offering ſuch an affront 
to God, and doing ſo much hurt to mens Souls by their wickedneſs, as they 
' from whoſe Lives (þ -uld be1 arnt what is acceptable to God , and neceſſary 
for.us ? *tis, remember, the phraſ: of. an excellent Divine z; 4 Profanc * 
Miniſter is the Deel in bis Pontificaltbus. ' of ogg 
I iſt nothere to blaze abroad all the diſorders of our Clergy: ;/1 Thalln t 
inſiſt upon the ignoranc : and inſuthiciency of any ; though in point -of ho- 
nour they were concerned to have: provided againſt ſuch , who did lately 
with ſo-much earnelineſs declaim- againtt making Pri fs of the lowett of 
the people... 1 will not meddle with that Tribe that lives by the-Cathedrals, 
1 will not tell. of mens oblique Preaching againſt that holineſs which | they 
pretend to preach up, . I ſhall not ſpeak of - the Pride and-Covetouſneſs, the 
Lazineſs and Negligence of Pluralifts, Non-reſidents, and of all thoſe, who 
too apparently ſeek their own honour and profit ,, from the: plac's they ep» 
ter upon, rather than the Salvation of ..Souls, / Theſe things Lfhall nat dilate 
s becauſe I would: not too-much ſwell-my:Papcr:, and Jeft-Edheuldb: 
So Ge Rail : Only let me beg the (guilty to' « theſe Crimes home 
og-their own Conſciences, as men that value their everlaſting happineſs ; 
for doubtleſs God is much diſpleaſed with th: ſins of thoſe, whoſe Calliags 
hath ſonear a relation to him, andefpecially with the molt heinous: fin, of 
making Religion only as a flirrupyby tt togoup'into Digniti s and:Prefer- 
meats; \Nhich they who could ſee and cenſure in others; ſhould be:careful | 
therhſelves40 avoid. -- But thoſe I may intend , are the greſlyvictous ; and 
debauch*r, wh» are moſt unworthy to take Gods Name into their mouths, to 
declare his: Covenants or Statutes, who. themſelyes hate to be Reformed. 
Good -Lord:!! That ever-it ſhould come to.thisin -z Chriftian Church, 'Re- 
formed from:the Corruptions that had overfpread Chriftendom , that infa- 
mouſly looſe and diffolute men ſhould be Ordained into , and continued in 
the Miniſtry , when godly, ſober-men are excluded, and ke pt out} Oh how 
Might the Romanilt inſult ſor ſuch an acknowledgment, if the Pope and his 
Cardinals, with the reſt of their Hierarchy , were not known all the world 
/ | CVen 
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* } o4er? But with us, ſuch doings are capable of fat greater aggrivations”” | 
L than with them : - Oh that I could ſpeak” ſo ſharply; as might difpleaſe "our | 
0 Charch- governours into a Reformation of this 'C 10n. , are 
f Wolves tittett to be Shepherds of the flccks > Can the Devils Vaſſals defttoy 
1 his Kingdom ? Mut ftark-mad men be made Phyfitians, and ſent to recover 
| 
d 
4 


eaher men to their wits ? Muſt they that have the Plague-fores running up- 

on them, be ſent amongtt others to prevent their InfeRion © 1s not a Pett- 

heuſe a titter placefer tuch a man, than a Pulpit? Ate Traytors and Incen- 

# diaries, the fitteſt men to reclaim others from their Rebellion ? Are they 
likely co honcar God, and the Goſpel , and ſave mens Souls, who do as it 
were; by their ations lay, Cone, Par! s fellow me ; whatever 1 jeſt to 

you in the Church, about God and Chriſt, Heaven and Hell ; theſe ave but 

1dls Dreams, or ſuch matters as you need not much regard ; Grd is an hard Ma- 

fter, his Laws are too-ſiraft ; 11's beſt to 2ake owr FHeaſurer, and ſati:fit our 
Luſts, come ont what will ; you emered into too firoft a Covenant in Baptiſm , 
you had b. ter ſerve the Devil, than this Jefwa Chrift, who layes ſuch ba 4 
things on his Follower# ; what need you regard bis blood, he ſhed it, that © you 

wich have leave to lrve wickedly ; or however, "tis of 0 great worth ; for 

you had better be in an Ale-houſe, or W hore- houſe, than the Heaven be hath 
hart. Atenottheſe, think you, ſeer Prezchers of the Goſpel ? And 

ler them conſider then how well they have diſcharged their trutt, who ſet 
, them up, and maintain them, whil*f they ſFut forth thoſe who would make 
* | ittheir whole buſineſs, to carry on the very ſame defign which Chriſt care 
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' | wiſhbimtoftay till 1 come preſently toſpeak a word or tivo ro that ; only 
| 4 andoedien, who ar tnrwn Kcbe's againſt rhe Lows of Chr; hes 


' | itto thy own Conſcience, Reader, be thou who thou 'wilt, and as partial is © «7 


Conformed not, that doubtleſs God hath hereby been diſhoncured, and diſ- 


. pleaſed, md for this hath a controverſie with our Land, + be 
3. 1 might moceover 2dd, the feuds and animefities which have herchy 
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"> beew- granted; Tanrder tothe retaining them in their placts;; this mighre } ® 
A tae been anhappy mean for the compoſure of -our greateſt differences, 
and p:ople could not hayetaken notice of ſuch diviſions amongſt us, nor ; 
could Papiſtsbave.had {o much reaſon to hit us inche teeth with them; nor ; 
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as a kind of : 
uncontroverted Truths of prejudice mif- t 
underſtand all they (ay,asif t| their own cauſe, and endea- t 
.. vouring to gain ytes t, Wit they are only ſtriving to : 
/  winSoulsto Chriſt. When theyarepreſiing w holineſs and dili- | i 
* gencefortheir Salvation, fome are prone to flattgy ſelves with a con- t 
9g om ny momgr  ede (non, nndorep nick a 
or do1n 0, 1s put upon eot a ,Asif 1n things t 
differed from Dy fy . And thus mg d 
alſoasco the Peopl hymen areedatiamce thee cies thei 
walking is look't « the.following a' Set, and whi rot 
> mp gene i erg hardly, be thaught/bow. many Souls: | * 


a599 ; 


itynal 40 


et ; 6r) ""—Y 
miſcarry through theſe miſtakes, 'witth might have been much prevented, by -- 
that concord and axituat Loye which might hve made alt haye been eſteem- - 
ed as Brethren, Moteovery' hefee it is,- that theſe being How counted diſ- 
_ affected and dilcontented perſons, many who bore them a Spleen. & for theic 
Love. 'tis not impotſhble ) meet with.pretetices-to vent it ; forthey narrow- 
ly watch them in all their ways ( and a little Love to the Commonwealth , 
with a Doſe of Revenge and Malice, howvigilant will it make men? ) and 
are fill ready to accuſe them, of ſomething or othet, they khow not what, 
to bring them into trotible;” And-if they do but with all peaceableneſs -meer 
together with their Neigtibeurs and Friends to quicken, cofnfort, 2nd- build 
up one ahother intheik moſt holy Faith ; yea, if they do but continue thoſe 
Meetings they were wont to have in times of greate(t Liberty ; preſently 
they are liable todifturbance and paniſhment; as men holding unlawful Af- 
ſemblies ; whereas, had no ſuch rerms been put -upon them, as" tieceſſarily 
piſt a diff. ence” betwixt them and others ; they might have been/efteemed 
as Loyal SubzeRAts, 45 they indeed are, and the!r a&tions had not been ſo ob- 
noxious to grouncleſs cenſures and accuſations, nor they ever hurried-to Pri- 
ſon, or ferc*tſome other way to ſufter, for nething but the meer Surmiſes 
of the milicious: But I ſhalÞ not give in more particulars: And whether 
theſe things 1/ have mentioned: are well-pleafing to God, or Whether they 
may not rather have help't on- his Indignation againft us, let all-that are un- 
byaye determine, © + | 

As to the Truth of what have ſpoke, T think 1t cannot be gain-ſayed; and 
what ca, be anſwered, I cant deviſe,except what I before hinted, any thould 
ſay, T hat by their removal, the Peace of Church and State 13 ſecuyed, which 6 
therwiſe bad been haz.arded, To which 1 anſwer : _ 
-» I, Might not this Pedce have been procured better, by laying it upon 
thoſe things wheteon Chriſt hath laid the Peace of his Church #- And not to 
make new Laws, to which whit metrin Conſcience cannot give obedience, 
they muſt be judged 'obRiinate,as'the Courtiers ſerved 'Dame/*; Surely this is 
hard menſure, when the things required are, im the judgment cf the Trypoſers, 
not necflary tilt they-have commanded them, and ſo might have beer left-as 
indifferent, as they are in their own natures, and then how little contention 
had there bzen aþout them. | | 

2, Might theſe perfcvs be excuſed from thoſe kind of Snbfcriptions and 
Declarations which'ate commanded thetn, "They are ready'to'gite in all that 
Security, that can in reaſon! be demanded,7hat rhey will be -carefal to pre- 
ſerre ani the Publick, Peace, Tf their Oaths and Promiſes may not 
be thought ſufficient to oblige them to this, what hold could be-taken of 
thoſe other Subſcriptions and EI Fs But if theſe were intended 292 
«7 Z con- 
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ceptriving thentin that forer and with ſagh expreſſions as were mot} likely 
| to be refuſed, and ſo fitteſt to enſnare ; if they were 'd to be as adi- 
ttinguiſhing Shabboletb, that they might know whom to tall upon as a parii- 
tion wall, to keep off thoſe that gay in ſome punRilio's differ from them ; 
as 2 Teſt of a Party, which ſerves to rank men under ſeveral diviſions, If a- |} 6 
ny in their Impoſitions had ſuch. like defigns as theſe,. is it not all. their Power (| «,, 
and Pelicy combin'd,. that can make ſuch-aRings paſs for current, with that | ,, 
God who is a Loyer of Peace. Aud at length all ſhall be convinc'c That they | |. 
whe. break the Peace of the Church, to promote. the jedee of a Party, aremr | _. 
thoſe Peace-maker's » pon whom a bleſſing ts pronounced. we 

3, 1 would fain know what difturbence of th: Peace there was,. whil'lt the _p 
Liberty granted by His MA JEST! ES Declaration was enjoyed ;. and upon 
whataccount it was likely.to have beey-more violated, bad that Liberty. been 
ſecured and perpetuated, . 

4- lam yettolearn how. this Refraint that is. aid upon them, doth any 
whit the more incapacitate them for uy way of the Peace, if- a ſenſe of 
their duty laid not a ironger obligation on them. Its evident enough, that ma- 
ny of theng have that influence upon their people, taat it was no way difficult 
for them, tolead them into Sets and Separatiens, if they had a mind.to*t; and 
tlay ſuch provoking preflures upon them, was not the way to prevent ſuch 
miſcarriages.. But, bleſſed be God | their patience, 2nd moderation hath pre- 
vail'd over the ſmarting ſenſe of thoſe Sufferings, which might haye vext tem 
into extreams. If any have diſcovered too much impatience and bitteineſs of 
ſpirit, as I excuſe it not, ſo neither are thoſe proceedings which caus'd it, any 
me juſtifiable.:-But for many it hath bzen-theic care, according to their ca- 
pacities to heal the diſtempers of their peoples ſpirits, to remove the too. great 
prejudices many have conceived , and to reduce all whom they perceived in- 
Clined to 2 Party :-$0 that I dare confidently ſay, They bave-done more to pro- 
ſerve the. Peace of the Church, than thoſe who cenſure them, and caſt thtm out 
of the Munſtr 'Y, 4s Paftions, and unpeaceable, And as for raiſing any Seditions 
or Congwotrons 1n the State, not heir muſt quuick-ſighted Adverſarics bave, that 
1 can hear or know, diſcovered them in the leaſt guilty, And did His MeA- 
FESTT but over-hear or know their daily privar' ſt prayers to God on His be- 
half, 1 ans confident He wonld eaſily be comvinc't, That His Kingdoms holds us 
were Loyal, Faubful Subjetts, than they, howeverthey may be miſrepreſented, 
«6. deſeroing. all that Severity with which they are Treated. | 

By \this time, I hope, I on good grounds conclude, T hat the laying 
ſuch Reſtaints. onſo many faithſul:Mioifters, who might have been ſo emi- 
nently ſexvaceable to their Maſter, is-one of thoſe provocations of the Divine 


Majelty, . uadgr.the effeRy whereaf we groan ang that. therefore thoſe who 
- : Ve: 
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have been the Macurets hereof oughtto lament their fin, and do their utmoſt 


to redreſs this grievance and reftere that Liberty of which their Brethren have | 
been deprived,” Andif, when His'MA JESTY, out'df Hig Grtcious Narute, 
ws inclined to-have given that Indulgence;which Tray tender Conſerrneer did 
firongly hape for, and which would have rejeiCt the hearts of ſo navy Thou- 
ſands of His beſt Subjets ; if then there were any who ttood in the'gap t» pre- 
vent the ſame, as we were publickly told (in thoſe very words) there were ; 
let all ſuch now foberly conſider, what a breich they have helpi ro mike vpon 
us, and by their in. erceſſion-with His MAJESTY, ' for that Liberty he is ſo 
willing to grant, as by one ſingular means; ler them now Rand in the gapy' and 
turn away God's over flowing wrath, thatwe be not utterly conſumed. * 

And to you, Reverend Fathers , the Rulers and: Guides 'of our Church , 
give me 'exve to reinforce my earneſt Requeſt, im the name of out Com- 
«mon Saviour, That as you value his blood, and the* purchaſe of it , ang the 
precious Souls for 'whotn it was ſhed; you would yield ' a- gracious audience + 
to thoſe, who beg of you nothing but afreedom- to publiſh the glad tydings 
of Salvation by Chriſt cur Redeemer, to the tott Sons of men, Coplider 
what a reaſonable thing it is that is beg*d of you, 'no Honours or Prefer- 
ments, but a Liberty to ſerve your Lord and ours in the work. of the Mink 
fry.” Look over, 1 —_— your Commiſfſron again and againz' and 
ſee where you are-commanded, yea, cr allowed to caſt out thoſe whom-God 
hath. call*d to this work ; or keep out thoſe, whom he hath in ſome meaſure 
fitted for, and frongly inclined to it, upon ſuch grounds , fot” ſuch rea» 
ſen, as we are thus dealt with, Will you thruſt and keep ſuch labourers out 
of the Harveſt, whom our Lord hath bid ny _ be ſent So into it ® 
Was” your power given you to any other purpoſe, thin Edification #' Oh 
Strs, hat is it you ſeck 7 it :ndeed to-advatice Chriſts [ntereft; 'to ſave 
poor Souls fromthe devouring flames ? to ſet up» Holineſs, and root out 
Wickedneſs ? Why. thzn will ycu remain»at diſtance from your Brethren , 
whoſe very hearts areferrupon theſe- works ; who had” rather than 'all the 
Riches and-Henours'in the world, . be more in a capacity of imploying them» 
ſelves ſucceſsfully herein? Oh, why will you reſtrain them;from ſpeaking, 
whoſe very bowels yearn over poor ſinners thatare-juſt dropping into the 
butning Eake, and think not where they are z When the facesof ſo many 
thouſands gather blackneſs, and they ſtarve and \.voon, and fall in the (trees; 
why do you bind the hands of thoſe who would ſs fain reach them forth the 
brezd of Life > When their miſcries” and necefficies cry aloud for help , 
why do yow-hinder thoſe who would gladly afford them a feaſonable Sup- 
ply >- Who, though they may employ themſelves according to their- oppor- 
tuntieswith-particular mens Souls, yet what's that tothe having theic Cons 
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 » gregations tofpeak to? Review yourpatterns, I beſeech; Wk-.and ſce whe- 
ther puinchapy:corge of theirs, io thor fling of ze-Chorch,. which 
may Jufiifie; yours,;:, Our blefleg Lord: wogtd-noy have thole forbid to-do 
Mirecles. in 14s,Naqie-/ who Went Bot filth him; - Nor doth Paw intimate 
any defire 40 have. llene't thale-who,Preach't Chriſt out of envy,-much leſs 
ſuch (-had there b.cn any.PaRors of that mind ) -who were for cating of 
Herbsonly, not meat. - He ſpeaks /indeed: 'of baving the mouths of forme 
op't, ts. 1,10, Via, It p 4he Circumciſion, who would have obtru- 
ded their Moſaick Ceremcmes.uppn the Chriſtians, and judge whether our 
cauſe belike theirs; and: yet gyent their mouths were to be Rop't by ſound 
doarine, and evidence of argument, ver, 8, | 
Oh howw.confident(hould: 1-be of obtaining that liberty I am begging of 
you (if oy 14m apt Radeadnct ) was Chriſt res: 
-mongſt, us, ior -any- of-hig/: $-0lut . Governours, Had ] 
neſs to. haye- lived in St. Reo days, and addeeft my [elfto himmith af in Y 9" 
mnlity and exrnefinels, imploring & leave to-Preach the Goſpel, peotaliing i 
Had no carnal-aim in 4t,but that my ſoul Jong*d to be diſclomg thoſe myſte» 
riesand-trealures of Love to poor ſenfleſs creatures, that were 'on. 
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todgnnition, 'as-not;knowing or-confidering what Ghriſt had done to 
them thence, ,and. that I would: endeavour faithfully ts dedizre the whale 
'Counlel of the Lord, without adding to, or diminiſhing ought from it ; 


I made Tuch an addreſs, do you think in your own Conſciences, he w 
haveturged m2 ayay without my Errand ? I have ſometimes ht, that 
ſhould I haye put up.ſuch a Petition to the King, 1 ſhould have prevailed; but 
fears of becoming ridiculous, have: deter'd ame. | | 

| Butlet.not this my Sute, {beſceght you, be rejeRed ; for what 
of Reaſon'can be alledger againſt it, It is not I know the things themſelves 
which arerequired, that you {o much Rand upon, as if they were in'theirÞ* 
on Nature neceſſary entecedently toyour Commands. And wasever yet 
any anſwer given: tohoſe demands which have: .beer-made. ( amongſt © 
thers') by a pero of that judgment and moderation, -that yout 'can neithet 
ſulpe&t him of ;pregudice or\\nclinativn- toaParty; when he atks what Char-! 
ter Chriſthath given the Church to bigd men-up to more. than himſelf hath 
done? What grounds there arewhy Chriftians ſhould; not Rand upon tt 
ſame terms now, which they didin the time of Chriſt and his ApofMies? and 
whether Chrift wilt ever thank men at #he-great day, for. keeping ſuch out 
from Communion with his Church { we may well add from their fervice of} 
the Church ) whom he will receive into Heaven, and youchſafe-not 'only* 
Crowns of Glory to, but «Axrtele too, if there beany ſuch things there IT" 
He tells you there, that the CommiſGon the Apotiles were ſent our with," 
274.176 Wag 'F* ;, 
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| (4) (RING 
ww caly i bat Cuig dag commanded. not the leaſt intimation gi-- 
vea.of 2 power to.umpaſh any thing elſe, /exceyt BI they might be direct- 
ed t6 by the immediatz guidance of the Spirit of God ; 1-8 they -made 
an antecedent neceſſuy, either abſolute, or for the preſent Rate, the only 
ground of imp ſing their commands, and much more to the ſame purpoſe; 
which, however they are regarded, may ſhew thus much,. That it 57 not on/y 
Hun an nd Singularity which judges it woſt reaſonable , that thoſe thing:, 
which the, Deftuders of them eount_Indifferecies, ſhould nat be rigorouſly 1- 
poſed on others, ner the Pence of the Church ſuſpended upon them, But is it 
deed the Publick Peace that by theſe things you conſult for > Why will 
pajes in the rootn of a Submiſhon to them, accept of any the. molt. Sc- 
urb 


a5 Tag ance? 


from thoſe who will enter into them, that they will not 
the Peac __e rg 9m State - Ant 25. hed any acting 
contrarily, proceed ag them as you E. the World judge what 
mondl: otfers- we make. 1s. it , . to Authority, mY would 
have us manifeſt ?. Why let our Submilton in all other things ſpeak for ue. 
Or lay or us what commands you;will in Civil things, oc in-,any, thing, that 
may b5noſnare to our-Conſtuences, and by them prove whethec we bg; ob- 
ſtinat2 0r-nor, . | 
In a wotd, #41. you accept our Proniſes, Bonds, Oaths, or what aſſurance 
can be deſired, T bat we will labaxr- in all things 50 att. maſt agreeably to the 
Goſpel of onr Lurd, which we all own as a ſufſicien Rule > And that we will 
uot «low our ſehves in any prejwiice, bumor-or perverſneſs, but zn all things, 
( though we would not be mate ine a Ru't toxmtber, in matters that will well 
alow diver fity ) will _ with you, ſa far as poſſibly we can, without dan 
ger of diſpleaſing God, and damning of our own Souls? And ſurely you have 
more tenderneſs than to deſire us to do ſuch things. 7 ans bold: hus to ſpeak. 
in ether. names (though not an: be privy tomy Wark.) becauſe 1 amp. rſwa- 
ny $a few but'will do thu mich, and what -cvn in rrafon be required. 
I "Let th uſurp the Prerogative. of ſearching hearts, and knowing mens 
I meanings better than themſelves, and ſay, Theſe are-fine wards, aud ſpeci ms - 
pretences, but the deſign of all is, but t6_ get nore Laberty to ſtrengthen a Par- 
I t7+: For 1 ſolemnly-profeſs, and, Thou God, who (tandeſt aver. me whil*Rt I 
Jam writing theſe words, know'R it, [abbey ſwcks adefign, If toraiſe men. tp - 
ofthe knowledg and love of God through the/Spirit cf *his Son-z if to bring. 
Jthemto a careful obſeryance of the precepts .of cur Lord, that they may be 
. 4o>edien rag gn prog rage, juſt and charitable - to 
ag FAT, chaſte ant] temperate ; #boundiog/ ins all the-graces. and ;Sruks ofthe 
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Spirit ; If this be to make then a Party; chen let-me be ittMhtncas a5e cars 
nelily defirous'to proibote it; otherwiſe nor. Andſhallthoſe, who have 
no other aitus'than theſe,-be kept out of the Miniſtry, 'as eurbulent, fai- 
ous, and ſchiſmarical ? Yea, ſomethat were not Born-ſo ſoon as our Civil 
\Confuſiors, and therefore Sided with none, Offended none + 1 fyou indeed 
thought there were any thus innoecnt, and whoſe intentions were. o- 
Tighc, would you baye no'tegir dro them;burrejeR all cheir Petitions,even 
ſuch as | have made? Surely you" would not. * Why be aſſared, if there 
may any fairh be given to tven,and if ir be poflible for men.to know: their 
own hearts, there are{ome, yea, 1 am-conhident, many Such,” © Well,hows 
ever after all we may be eenſuredand ſlaridered, yet, whileſt we can daily 
berake our'ſelyesto the Al-knowing'God,..and profeſs before-him; that 
it isthe griefof our fouls, rhat we are deprived of thoſe oppotmunitics « 
ſerving him, which we once hador rw for, which we beg may bere. 
ſor'd and vouchfaP* rarher than any. ourward advantages. w : and 
that we had rather ſerve himin the Miniſtry, -than (for any intereſt» of our 
own;) be made Monarchs of the World; onely-we dare noc pretend his 
Glory tojuſtifiegur ie; we dare not {for:tohim we may ſpeak-plainly) 
ſay,we conſent to thoſe rhings we cannot find warrant for frony his: Word. 
nor that thoſe who have vowed to reform his Church, are: not oblig'd. by 
thoſe Vows, wheneorrupcions are ſo-many and'great; bur we beſeectthim 
ro lead ns into all Truch, - and diſcover to us our duty, for thac he knows we 
would do ny thing but Sin againſt him, to purchate a liberty publickly to. 
Fi Serve him ; and cherefore to tis righteous gp we wholly commit our 
Cauſe ; whilſt Tſty'in our daily prayers to we can make ſuch Pro- 
feſſionsas theſe (andrhatſome cin) we may poſſes our ſouls in patience, 
and be comforted with theConſcience of our integricy, whatever clamours 
chere are without us, and whatever calumnies men may labour to faſten 
up ON us. And Ibeſecech you;, who by-your harſhneſs; .ſend ſuch daily 
ro God with tears and groans under their heayy preſſures, yea, and Thou. 
ſands more of the beſt Chriſtians in che Land on their behalf,1nd oa the be. 
half oftheir own ſouls, in ſo great a meaſure deprived of the precious quick. 
ning means they onceenjoyed ; bethink your ſelves how grateful choſe 
your proceedings are to God, which chus occaſion the juſt ſorrows. and 
complaines of his Miniſters and deareſt People. Fe 
+ Andler mefurther put itro'your Conſcience:, whether in your priyat 
Addreſſcsto God, you can ſay; that you zre griev'din hears for your 
Brethren deprived of their Liberties, and chat you have condeſcended ti 
chem as far as poſſibly you couſd -yichout inning, .and chat you would. 
- all that in you lics far cheir-reftauracion, , char might nor, provoke him, and}. 
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ohm your-own Conſciences, andthatitis the intereſt of Chriſt, 
and the Edification eng 


tchatLam perſwaded they are unanſwerable:; Andin this perſwaſioo I am 

"I more confirm'd from: their being railed at, and ſcrbled againſt (which 

© wasall theanfwer Leyer heard of.) by.a Gentleman, from whom, ifmypre- 
ſem Papercaneſcape's ſuppreſſing, it fears not an Anſwer - for his violence 

og is much more to-be dreaded than his Reaſon, Now fleighe not; I beg you, 
3 theſcenreaties, becauſe you-can eaſily deny them : for the cauſe I 15 

y) juſt and equal, and of weighty which I refer to your i 


Lf debates, and leave the evepe td thedi eof this Gol, forbole Hs 


"y and Salyation of Souls which you aimed- at, in 
+ ng ay Can, ou make fuch Profeſſions 't 0: 
4 | - God?: Qr ro-men, -2s you will anſzver it atche greac and dreadfalday af 
od accounts? I leave it to your calm and ſober Conſiderations, » 7; - T% 

I ſhall no longer ſtand'to imporrune: you; bur (as: hoping Lheve not 
n beer) ſpeaking all chis while to the wind) enreat you to take-jnto your ſer 
| rious review, «be Peritionfor Peace, preſented to-you by the. Divines ap-" 
Ty pointed by He Majeſty, to treat with you abour Churgh<affiirs; - There- 
"uy may you ſee what their Requeſts are, and the preſſing Reaſons with which: 
rk they enforce them : Requeſts ſo reaſonable, Thar, nothing bat fad Expes, 
oY xience could haye conyinced me, they were deniable; Reaſons ſo evident, 


| oour itwas (if Lknow my felf) that undertook-this plea, And him 1 
MY hall humbly follow with my prayers, Thatthis Supplication, which I. am 
Nel writing Auguſt 24. may th his good Providence, and . the fayour. of 
OJ Authority, do ſomething to the. reverſing of the AR,, whole 'being in 
ur force, took date from This day chree years ſince) This fatal Day chat de- 
0 ſerves tobe wrote in Black Letters in;F s Calendar. ; ; "* 
lf  - Grant this Oh my God, 'for thy Son Chriſt-feſwaſaks,, I heſeech, thee, apd 
ay lt allthet ſeek, thy Glory, andthe Proſperity of thy Church, ſay, Amen... 
| If any -upon the reading of this; e, me, cicher of tao-/great 
confidence in making ſuck an atrempc, ,or want. of judgment £0, congeive 
there was any probability of che ſucceſs, when much more likely endea- 
yours baye been gneffecual ; Let ſuch know, ,That whenf had 
todo my utmgſttowards a diſcovery of thoſe Sins, which have prove 
againſt us ; I ſhould have choughe my ſelf unkgjrhful, co the 
Cauſe I gndertook, had any fear or pretence. of Reaſon prevailed with.me, . 
to-pals ſilently over a miſcarriage of ſuch 2acure, as IT haye manifeſled 
this co be,” ſo-fruitful of, and complicate with, many others. And it any 
thing unequal be framed by a Law, I hope that alcers not the nature of 
J itfofar, as makeitaboye a Subjet to call things by their own' names, 
02 Had an Ac paſs'd for thetoleration of Daopuns or-any the like Sin, 
USE. ' Iſhow” 


k 2s 6 
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EE IL... | ik rnb ory frac rt 
cf it. " Apdthough iris nor prejudice may 
yer}f hope, borh as'corhe matter arid maniier Pilcourfe, 


oommeges Bw 
have not eran(Freſs'r rhe bounds of ſobriety, todefy, nor thar dury 
whic I owe my Saperiours. 

-  Moreovet wry Go toy Thee now Godculls ys all r6 ſearch our hearts, 
ond review our they who themſelves por us vp0n this work, and ex- 
hort us t6 


and Proes; will not be amviſtitg to reffert 
thertifelves and their own aGions; 2s remeibrng theyre ſibjeceo 


rhefame miſtakes and frailties thartbe reſt of "the lons of lapſt "Adam are. 
Angif indeed it he made evidenc;' Thar amongſt other Erfands, ort yoice 
of the Rod now upon vs, is, 66, Lor wy pope go, that they may ferveme; Ler 
ay: Farehful Miti have liberry ro ance my Goſpel.” F hope; 
tobe! whoere particularly called to from Heayen, will'not be dil X 
© Again, he Wore Fr any yer ora thy main Deſipn,'tore- 
preſent tothe World f afy yet be i nt of it) thenarvfe of the dif 
terenet betwitt us;” however to manifeſt thus much, How willing, yea, how 
earneſtly deſirous ſome (if not all) of thoſe fiſpended from their Miniſte- 
rial ts, ar6to be readmitted ro the ſie ; and what tealonable- 
he Neg; ch and readily offer a Tybmiſſicri to, if they might de heard 
chit ſo the , whoare fo forwitto them all as obſUidate and per- 
= be horeavaty of their cenſtres, andeonfine them to thoſe oh 


(1 I all hoſe, whoſe hears. oe 


nitefts of theThiireh; o'more earneſtneſs in their 

Addreſlest God, That he, in whoſehands thebeart of Kings and —_ 
a, nmon to hearkef tothe Requeſts, and 

ed. the of #d'1iany 'of the" Setyants of Chriſt , arp 


ee {s nitich neetlsrheir labonts, and « {o/willing- 
in the "ſerviceof TWels., * fedning of they 
e tieafure rendered unſeryicerble in theit Gererscons, 


thath howtver 1 AhalFartain 'of my 
ct "of thy Duty; that + ears apptove my 

\ God and tmy own fou!, that'T havedone what' "the lies, toward. 
EE ring of wy own and hr bare moor phe deni- 


my ſelf Sy 
in this, rogue wh ba ber Gul /thalt#o more 


be tre uf, 'by che'ri Heaven and Barth, than 
the of a preat E nt bb = hn or ſome fuch: 


Tent, with Which wes neverentrofted. Andft Þ obtzin but thus muck 


viz: 
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(gh 7 Aedegy 1 mult confeis, that ſee yoann jo 


rn FE nduceth t my inving of my Lords. at 
the-gay of his appearing. - ; WH bat 2062130 % Was 
A word or two more I ſhall take liberty -to add upon this Headi;- befare 
I relinquiſh is, 1f the removal of ſo many Labourers out of the Lords Har+ 
yelt, is {o grievous a Sl, both. in its ſelf., and all the ſad conſequenees of a8, 
thei all others, and even they themſelves , (o far as they have. contributed 
to their : removal, or have not fnce endeavoured to prevent thoſe con- 
ſequences have cauſe tobe greatly humbled, hb 
And firſt , Even all the who have finned their Teachers into cor- 
ners , by their Pride, Wantonneſy, and Unfruitfulneſs under the Means of 
Grace : - But eſpecially , thoſe private perſons , who by their malice cither 
tid, of at leaſt endeavoured to-contribute to their ejection , or- to the haſt 


* ning of it, What Volumns might be compoſed { even another. Bock of 


Maxtyrs, or Confeſlors rather ) of the Sufferings many of theſe Servants of 
Chriſt bave met-with, from the Arbitrary violence of unreaſonable men ? 


- For I ſpeak not of what the Law hath impoſed on them, How have ſome 


beentoli from place to place , their Houſes ſearched, and they confined, 
«nd all this either upon groundle(s fuſpitiong or falſe accuſations; for where 
was the man of them, that hath yet been proved guilty of. Treaſon of Sedi- 
on? Oh the notorious groſs Lyes and Perjuries, that ſome of their Peo- 
ple have been guilty of, both before, and fince their ejeRion ? 

And f >: how readily accepted by many > And what's the ground of all? 
Why, alas, they had got many ; the Great-ones eſpecially, who 
were ſcandalized atthe ftrifneſs of their DoArines and Lives , andangry 
that they Might notgo to Hell quietly , who Rudied to be on 
them for the diſturbance they had received from them in their Sins, Thus 
I dare copfidently ſzy , it hath been with many. And though ſuch may 
have thought they have been doing God -good ſervice , whilit- they'' have 


' been perſecuting his Miniſters ; yet believe it , they ſhall have ſmall thanks 


from him that ſent them upon \that Erzand, the delivery wheteoP' thay 
have bropght them ſo much tronble ; and that they ſhall bad to their ſataſt 
withcut-true repentance , if many of them have not already. What, could 
not men be content to rejeR the Embaſſy God ſent them, bur they miiliit- 
jare and abufe his Embaſtadors too? Shall not God proclaim wir a&fiiift4 
us ren 


people that have, thus violated the Law of Nations? They woii 
Change Chrittfor Mabomer , and the for-the «Alcorn. ' Biit'oh; 


done thus to an Embaſſagor - ſent from the Turk, to ' 


tet them alone, they areſafe enough. *Tis the Faſtious Not-eonformiR, 


K 2 not 


- 


; 26-25” ih. "Ra. Da acts 
wat che Cliri(ian-Miniſter they have medled wich. Not the Holy Jeſus, 
came from Heaven to bring-me , was Crucified; 'bur- (if you will 

© believe hig:Adverſarics )- anenemy to Ceſar, anda mover of /Sedirion, nor 
Paul aervantand Worlkipper of the moſt High God,buc a certain peſti> 
tenc Fellow, a Ringleader of. a Sect, was ; . The World hath. fill 
ſome Policy and in the drawing up its IndiQtments, and dare not 
dire&ly make Holineſsa Crime: . Well, Sirs, it will be- for you, if 
you ſhall be found to have had ſo much wirin your anger, as that you. ſhall 
at laſt beable to diſtinguiſh your ſelves out of Gods diſpleaſure : but if 
there ſhould be any thing found in Chriſtianity, engaging to that you «call 
Non-conformity , -or- if you have made This, but a pretence for your Ma- 
ligniry againſt That ; I would.not fora Thouſand Worlds be in your caſe, 
forall yourdiſtintions, when God ſhall ariſe thorowly to vlead his 
cauſe: And even now fure he is beginning to do it.-” And if under the 
Rad; ybu continue the ſir for which youare laſh'c, bethink you hdw toan. 
ſwer that ſtardijng Queſtion, ho ever hardned. himſelf againſt God, and 
proiper d !- And juſtly bath God ſuited bis Judgments to this fin of the peo- 
ple. AFamineof the Word they feared not, and therefore may God @ 
ſent.upon Thouſands what they account more dreadful, a-Famine of bread. 
*Tis guſt thatthey who loach'd che Manna, and were weary of the bread of 
Life, ſhould-want bread of cane thar mouths. Andthey who could noc 
endure theſe terrible Pre , let them now ſpeak, whether the Threat- 
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heh s, diligence and ul of many of you been ſuch, thac 


ro.Mepyou may well acquit your ſelves, and may be worthy patterns to 0- 
thers, 2nd ſhame and ſilence your Acculers, yet.to.God you cannot ſo wr 


chay 
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1 a julie you Tres, Tow ares O 1 agh yu athne 

'to pr the intereſtof your Lnrd and Maſter, than you did ? Some 
of you I mean, for I profeſs withoutiall partiallity or-Aatrery, . 1 think ſome 
didfriye ro the'very witmolt of their power ,"to'i pats re 
fot the goog of Souls , and nowin their. Conſciences they have the fruits of 
It}; / but of theſe there were few,' too few, Oh be humbled” then for all 
your Negligence, 'Covetouſneſs, and Self-ſeeking , your Pride and Conten- 
tions ;- that'you were'm re averſe'from-the offers of Peace and Union, than 
you ought 3 that you kept 'fo much ado about” your own. ways and opini+ 
ons,” and food wrangling ab. ut this Trifle or that , whilſt greater Works 
were teft undone: And daily make Solemn Engagements to God , thatif 
once more he will entruſt you with forfeited priviledges, you will be more 
Faithful and vigorous than ever yet you have beet , in the work of the Go- 
ſpel ; that you will-no more take: your eaſe, nor ſeek your ſelves, nor waſte 
; | precious timeinneedleſs Controverſies j nor confine godlineſs to any with- 
| out Book-niceties of your own; nor lay 'the-Peace of the Church upon 
your particular Opinions , but will readily join with-all that ate willing , in 
the owning and preſſing only the things that are necefſary to Salvation ; 
and will uſe all means, both publike and private, for the converfion of Souls: 
And'if' Cod grant your prayers, as in'his due time he may. See that you re- 
member theſe promiſes. 

Bat *tis the ſecond branch I would have you chiefly to conſider, and that 
is, Your not endeavourivg what you might , to prevent ſome of thoſe ſad: 
conſequences of your exclufi>n,which [ tefore mentioned, in that you have 
not embrac'r all the nities that were yet afforded you, for the doing 
200d to the people, to bring th m from fm to God ;- arid ſo your neghi 
may have haſined and help't forward Gods indignation.” Let me not be 
thought too ſawcy, Sirs, 1 beſeech you, for in the ſame plain dealing” Thave: 
uſed hitherto, I am reſolved toconclude. I'muſt needs ſay then, if they are 
not to bz excuſed who have deprived you of your publick Liberty , nomore 
are you , if you have not improved that -private Liberty they left you for 
doing your Mafters work, 1 muſt profeſs it hath troubled me, to hear merry 
pray ſo earneſtly, and talk ſo much for the Reſtauration of their Liberties, 
and toſee them-make ſo little uſegf -thoſe the Liw altow'd them, Andiir 
might too much tempt men to fear, that their Secalat intereſts went neareſt- 
to their hearts, and that they chiefly mean a Liberty, to'teceive their main- 
tenance again to live they and their Families at their former Rates ;- or to 
be able to inſult over, and give Lawstothoſe in the Church, who now tranr- 
ple upon, anddeſpiſe them, I'know Daily Bread may be pray'd for,\bat the: 
Comang of Gods Kingdom mult have th: priority, both in our prayers nd 
endeayaurs. = 


- — __ 7" eo oY  FY NS 


Tis 


T % 
ane” 


Þ =, 7 


%.. 
"> 


iC-chow 


TITTTITTh 


Clauſe inſerted in, your Commiſſion, A/wayes provided that the Rulers of the 
World give you leaveto 2 perform Jour Daties ? This would agree-with the P0+ 
liticks of thac Gentleman, who being, I fear, deſign'd; to take God out of 
the World, ia:courteſie/to us, ſomewhat r&@ prevent Gur confuſion, would 
ſet up Monarchs little leſs limited chan He.,. Butif our Anceſtors had gone 
by this Rule, where had the'Goſpel been ? or where is it excepted, T hat you 
muſt have ſuch-and {uch proviſsons, or elſe not to Preach ? For my own part 
I acknowledge myſelf a verie mean Caſviſt,and ignorant of Tyentie ſubtle 
diſtintions here, w hich might be needfu}. And I am, yerie ;contident;, 1 
am ſpeaking tofe w, but are more knowing, and better ſtudjed inthispojne, 
than miy ſelf, and great difficulties there are to me, concernirig the retatgn 
berwixta Paltor, and a people, as matters now ſtand with us; how fav it 
holds, and how far men are engiged to.perform all the duties. of that rela- 
tion; wherefore to that I ſhall ſay little or notbing ; onlie ſo far as concerns 
my ſell, and verie manie.more, yea, all-in part, } uſe thus plainlie to reſolve 
the caſe tomy ſelf, when my anderſianding is molt belp'c, by a powerful {51 


apprehenſion of death ene near at hand. Co 

I take it forthe indiſpe duty of every man, to employ himſelf to | 
the urmoſt in his place and calling, in anſwering the ends of his Creation Þ} » 
and Redemption, the glorifying of God, in doing his belt co ſave his own, 
and others Souls, , And if I have been Solemaly Conſecrated to this work, 
ro make it my verie particularCalling,no. Command of the highelt Emperor 
iu the World candiſoblige me from it ; God mult be honoured, the Goſpel 
roclaimed, Souls ſaved, my Vows progees, ftormand rage, forbid and 
[48/5 who will or can, But if there happen ſuch terms to be. put upon 
me, as the condition of my more open exerciſe of rhe Function I am deyo- 
red ro, which terms, after the uſe of. all due means for Information, 1 judge. 
Ic2nnot lawfully ſubmit to , bur Yet ochers will, whoſe apprehenſions vary 
from mine, who willin ſome competent meaſure carry on the Publick work; 
w as employed in, which I am forbid to meddle with : Then,in ſucha cafe, | yet- 
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{ (andindeed themoſtof what 7 have (dis applicable to private 
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capacity for future Service; -Either by 
» (which are'»not ſo''much co be 


try mA for rh- 


# preſent, of 'mmy precious, eminent Miniſters Y then I will berake my 
If to Tuch Eare and pains as is requi rag; inthe mean tim- not re- 
linquiſhing my great Work , but regarding the world, asAl ought to do, 
» Chriſtinns) 


only wirh''a ſubſerviency to it. And this we may find jaſtfied"by 
Pax! Himſelf, whom, if you had fountf bafie 'at work itn miking his Tents. 
4 *t*yor could mt have charged him with negle&. of the/Goſpel ; for even 
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(ap have been , 1n 


ar a+ they ;might ,, 
Sirs 4, you: are Men 


iches do but. jeſt with 
| boured more in theſe 
ters | Let none-miſunderſiand. me ,, I ſpeak-to the negligent | 
. we have done no more fer God and mens ſouls, t6-antgrm- the 
convince the obltinate , yo_m the godly, than we, have dons ? 
there not have bezn, through the bleſſing of God even upon our priva 
bours, fewer to provoke, and more to pleaſe him, more to. ſtrive with hing by 
their prayers to turn away his wrath, than.there are? | i 
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And upon theſame account, I would beg all private- Chriſtians to lay to 
heart their lamentable dulneſs , and uſcleſsneſs in the Places and Towns 
where they dwell, Oh how little are their Neighbours and Acquaintance, I 
with , I might not ſay their, Families ,. better for many of them ! -So little 
do they make Religion, their bufineſsz but 1n.4ll their converſe acceven like 
other men ; only plodding on 1n,a-life-leſs Profefigan., 'and track, of Du+ 
ties, and appearing «litrla zealgus for ſome By-opinigns of their own, . It 
was time for them to be raiſed out of their heavy, luke-wacm temper, and 
to be made to mind and reliſh alitdle myre the weighty Truths and e 
of Religion, Reader , Art thow an Honeurer of Chriſt, and a Lover of 
Mankind ? Why tell me then, ts. it not a moſt lamentable thing to. conlt- 
der., That almatt all che{World, yea, almoſt all the: Chriſtian, and Refor- 
med Chriſtian World, is Puree! pa Wickedneſs ; ang} that there is ſolittle 
Savoury Salt in it ; ſo few that Rudy and labour to- mike the Goſpel obtain, 
amongtt men in the life and power'of it? How do the molt ſeek theic own, 
things ? how few the things of Jeſus Chrift 7 Oh that - men were once 
throughly perſwaded , that . his things were: theirs Some are too buſiz 
about Puppet-playes , the petty trifles of the World , which, yet to thoſe, 
who are (wallowed up in themy ſtern weighty an4 important, to mind much 
what becomes of mens immortal Souls. Let th: poor Curate , that mult} 
live by it, ſee toſuch low affairs, Others have ſo much todo to keep upÞ 
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Me ol Parties, 'Oplnidns be), That Chritt may! 1ook to his 


[ 
re 
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tough many cf you miy Want thi ſee 


you'catito your Lofd and Matter, " not ſtand accufing-any for the 
retiGval'ef Out 5 whileft 'wehieſs tnmy; before/us,” if. we 
had the Hearts'zr "164 rouſe them. '* wool us* PriminivzChri- 


hens , or our Proteftint Martyrehivebeth cF.:thofe Priviledges we enjoy, 
theligh'they might earneſtly have deſired more'* Whit Sirs', are-there a» 
*r1.uls near you , that cry aloud for ye ut help/,” to' ſave them-fre m the 
lake) to feſcue them out'of the jaws of Death ; and ſnares ef the 
De, iehooknhs ere.l6d at omit? "Theſe, gat ith; 
nÞ0d wh ially You 6iptitto / ye ins | 
nm that died for them \, "You? Thall Have'yout' relard;* ren th 
ay alfo cal for Rrengthning , direFior”, comforr aid quickning ; but 
beret vous pfincipal, {mich 's your* only) Wotkisn:t with th-m;z the 
miſerabte Creates thit' at ©lB 24 th Gutyes mouth ;/tand>yev lnojy not 
what they -Slae into the Wi; l®for”; '[eaſomable 
Oli how _— Thbuſands rf How 
might hav ſpoken to, but did y6t! Who hind&9%bu From going 
and diſcourfig to them the" mptters that” chritertſth6r"evetlaſiing | Peace'? 
they cit! beſt! have” While: ro bear 
ed Felt h Fa AND Hive anal fGar FLr- 
d 90 tothe My ke dM! Wetafior of tm 
euldhtith 3-Qbin theviten Irinhs duc Dindever 
ye never formerl togk*rhis' "eoitſe. of private deatis 
Debr DEE od" you know-Hotbut it may demore 
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Thank what ie 
me whether aldte chus aid 
forthe Lordsf\kethen all youhighervangs, 
For'/Godwill bewith-youy arc yoa 
Ibis wilt procure youw- more 

greater jealoufies, andcuſe them 
ved ? Never'fear it; Sirs, my das” ty 
barto 
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| nimmate die Jade? Sr = aylour that 
excn now whipt hum, come quaking to bega Pardon, -. A gp you for 
the Goſpel.cannever be bound, -Let this alone be you. and yalue 
not what Law. or will of man ſhall ig, Kings Wi 


all their Officers, and Armies, EdiQsand Authorities, _ rophee*s ro 
ars Power , like dams they Imake erſte higher, and, 7 

it ; experience.confirms what I ſay, ; This cake of bar will com. 
ble:down all the;Fents-of a Midianitiſh: Hoſt . m nh of its Trumpets, 


me ohope: (though rhe Pitchers char gfe. earthen 
be broken, ).and-crying c FN Lord, 
an his $0n-Chrifk Jeſus, will diſcomficInnn ane them 


run; andetyg and flee, This is the Goſ I Alt t « SY © lines 
fay, Let it er iege on and Proſp:-r,letic run, and be Gloriked, 2 ftrikein hea- 
ling Sword /10.the hearts of its Adverſari Sri; 15 if, ond this alone, 
wlich1 would beſexch all £6 Hs fro for, not bur cit will 
beat your charges. | Let.your work be purely Gods, uid he can gon ke 


out heiwill; and I hope you don'r doubt that. |; Bur let me once. a 
you, to ſee that you make the cauſe you work for, the ſame that 
Pts Apetitcs drove 0n.in the world, and the Ma how joyfully. may youteſer 
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bormof: Prayer , to-thoſe 
would theſe 


ks rob, end pecewed Prin- 
TE ; Mens I ingd cddiliee;) and all mat- 

; | | mm 9 6G0-::094- 3 
ain, PYave treq Mat? bens uthrd tlntblg; ifith2con- 
baft't now wtite- in;-fravecarriedme 6ut to-2m re than ſfeemly eatriefi- 
nefs ; "nor yet. count” : dts tical For thus to-advide ,. lince | 


defite-n6 of& 4 "What the ir '! and, eight os the 
things » teeſerve;! 17: 1179 '& 23M 

"Sg © N Coarmmte — eons torhe.end 

Hl - ns yn ».we: have fr- a the 
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i ff AE meat" Catlovlns dbighr ane on es nanny 
their Deſign} then how ecolidetly qurſt 1 ſay; we ſhould be-an happy pe 
ple, by becarhing holy, is alj have aimed at; Butwhat talk; 


wy ep Fo eb te Hothe arr Gods Judgments that h; 


2et1 u 

vans vr afce an” cltner he left in the Mariah after this) 'E 
= we (houfd ul with ong cotiſent returry to the God who thath-Tmitten 
from whom we have batk-flidden? ' One weuld think: we ſhould now imi 
rate the Children of” $###!, whom aftey Eminent Judgments we find 
ting into Cov! ſe Y and ferve; the Lord their Ged, to which thei 
Kings were vyont to call thetn/Mrjdiof that' God vvould put itimts the bear 
of his Majeſty , to.engage ll his P-ople evenfrem one end of the Land 
the other, to enter fn nels folethil ory, that vve vvill- in all things þ 


Careful" to vyalkin thoſe ways God tath'enjoyn*d us , and not in any thing 
voluntzcil 


Fe Wh wo $# mad Oinhotick3; this 
i 1» heel = +.*44 oy p | Jef 
Mes  OtHEIT; : {burmore- of.” Eexnity, Stand not diſ- 
Fl Tr IT ee: 


#4 by rheen; er 6t? Oh 7 one would think 
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* þ voluntarily break his boly Luvs? Oh t ſome ſuch an Engazement vas 

| midde the:Bondof » our Unton 5 OUr\ Entrance into , and obſervance of - ", 
thecondition of our Church-Cortmunion > Of what a blefſed conſequence 
would even this'be? But this 2nd all other ſuctt.grear wiſhes, le usreſerve 
for our prayers z and give mcleave with ſame jealouſie to demand, Whe- 

ther alt that God hart-done; (hall be loſt upon us > What ſhall our Nation 
ftillhe drowned in fin? So foon as ever the Rod's from off us, thallwe to 
our otdcourſes again 2: Shult Ptotaneneſs abound , and Religion b2 deſpiſed 
again? Shall Taverr's, and Brathel-houſes, and Play-Fouſes be frequented, 
and' Gods Worſhip ſbghted, and neglected again? Will the ab>minable anc 
filehy beſo Rill-> Shall Blaſphzmy, aad Sweating, and Curſing', b2-as Toud 
as ever? Willmen again to thz World,and their Pleaſures,as bulily as ever? 
and-make as light:of' his Threatnings and-Promilſes; and laugh at the talk of 
Dearhiand Judgement, a3 they w2rewont-to do-? Shill'Go# Rill 'be mock'c 
with Formalines, and diſhaneredby mens Lives > Will the Hater bf Ged- 
tineſs till riſe higher in-his Rige? Wall theexecution of Juſtice be 2s much 
hegleRed as ever ? And will the Man of Violence ſwell his Fingers ihty 
Loyn:, and exchange his Rods-for Sc 'rpton8IW1ll men Rtill cloſe their eyes 
asp1in(t'the cleare(t13ght, andrejet the apparent and only m2ns fot#he re- 
eonciling our differences; and eftabli ſhing out peace upon ſure forthations?* 
Or-will they yet ſtrive to aggravate th> bitterneſs: of m:ns (; pirits , and pur- 
fye'their defizn of cruſhing them.into thevery dirt 2-'Shill we yer be rent 


and torn with anim ities and diviſions ? And hill they that ought'to/ture, 


bw > #xd\encreaſe them? Shi)l we (til, inftegd of accyling-onr felyes*amd* 
fin; Uip our Pens and Tongues in Gall, and cryGnt , one ſide on the Tyrar- 
ricdl;Craeland-Opreſſrve ; the other, 01 Thi Murmarets Male-Gintenrs, 
2nd Bavlt- findefs' 2 Will theſe. and a'l other diforders be fill contimied?Otr 
Grdd forbid that it ſh9uld be thus , tht we: ſhould groy worſe -under-the- 
icians hand, and that none of” ht: ſtrongeſt Mzdicines ſhould wark > 

1 exfe/GoJtn compliin of »u5, thit hewould have healedus; biit-ve 
" Wald tothe Bealed? Thatin vain hath heſtmitten' us! forthar ve would 
ly rot tective Cortedtion ? Oy thatſuch'z poor Worin 28 1, could '45 ty 
mg to prevent ſuch a ſad concluſion ;, for wo to ys, if God depart froar 
us; [eaving' us to our ſelves, reſolving to Rrike us no more; but letting us alone 
tilt he defitoy us'i1 Gur ſins; My words are like to fpread but'a Fire Way; 
but bh that theFrmight hive fomeeRa whete theyJighr, © * 1014008 
T6 thee, Reader let mie hetakemy ſelf **Whithave the workings &f thy 
Soul been, whilft thou haſt been rezding theſe Lines ? And what inflience 
have they upon thee ?-What; hath not thy Conſcience ſmote thee 7 ſpexk 
0 the truth, and told thee plainly, Than beſt beex 4 Tronbler of the Land; and 


— —_ a. 6 _ | T T)- Et ad a4, — i. 
' haſt belp't to bring the Plague pon us ?.1n the fight/of God, 1. demand; of F 


thee, Haſt thos nat been guahty of ſome of - the. fins het c:defcribed,Coveranſneſs 
or Pride, Luxwiy or Oppreſſten, or the like 2 And what now ? doftithou con+ 
demn thyſelf for-thy-tolke > Wile chou make all ſpeed a Peace cOh- 
firmed betwixt God and tby Soul, anda Separation made 1xtthy Soul 
and Sin? Or on the other hand, Art thou notin a rape, that thy fig hath 
been roo plainlic diſplayed, and too much diſgrac't ? Thy d wiing in which 
chou arc reſolved to keep; though thou have Hell withir-? Art thounot fre- 
mingexcuſes, and faying; Thin canſt not believe that ſuch and [web things 
which thou haſt a minid te, are ſuch heinons matters, and ſo diſpleaſing t6 Gdd ? 
- Orelſe art thou remiſs and ſtupid, never thinking thisor chat, onlie toſfing 
over the Book, and paſſing this cenſure 0n it, and throwing ic down wichouc 
anie more regard ? Truliethis is.it Lmoſt fear ,,. for this isthe general pre- 
vailing temper : Ohrherefore that I could bur rouz2 thee. ro-an | 
. fonof thyſelf, and thy owneſtate, Reader, Sure thow-arc one thar would 
not willinglie be damn'd ;, Wile thou then bearken to a moſt reaſonable-re- 


quelt I ſhall make to thee, before I conclude ? Thou haſt now-been awhile 


reading theſe Lines, which have been as a Bill of Indi&tment -again(t our 
Land, and have deciphered what our eſpecial crying, fins are. '- Wilt thou 
now. when chou ſhut?ſt the Book, ger alone, and ſpend but as much ime -in 
- readingthy own heartand life,and ſearchand ſee whetber noneof theſe ſing 
be thine ? It may be this is a work thou never didſt inthy life yet, bur wilt 
thou.now bring thy hearcto it? *Tisin vain to ask thee, whether thou wilc 
forſake rhy fin, if thou wilt not ſer upon examining op fe to find #, out, 
Whar fay'ſt hog then inthe Name of God to this my earneſt Requeſ}? 
What, ſhall I be denied ? Isita;great mutter I ask of thee, to-withdraw thy 
ſelf from the noiſe and buſte of the World, and of thy own yain thoughts, 
and to make a diligent ſearch into the ſtate of thy own-ſoul, that being ſea- 
{ible of chy finanddanger, thou may'ſt yer get help ? WiV'tchou do' thus 
much, or tell me det beg dams d firſt ? Forl'le aſfuxe theext 


nation.is never like to. be prevented without ſerious Ca fiogrnnigny any ; 
To ſetu 


et Lwoold beg ro. Which is. it-chpu wile ch | 
thy Dutie, or to yengure upon Hell? Sure thy mind cannot but anſwer one 
way or other. ; Reader, be awakened, take not theſe for words of courſe, 
iraq God inakratheg LaſFot « ape oy hare hes 
ndintentions of thy , Upon: ing 1 mands. And what- 
ever courſe thou take, whether-rhou wilt examine thy ſelf, and forſake-thy 
t1ns, or not, yet thou canſt not ſay but God hath -given thee fair Warning, 


He now ſtands oyer thee with his Rod in his hand, and asksthee,zyhether yer * 


thou wilt ſeek,, and(erve bim ? If thy Self-examinations fhall haye made 
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| DIIINIS a-demand, I would know in the next place, Whether thas 
wilt ſtrove to put away ſin, every infrom thee, or wilt chow not ? Art tho# yet 
wilang t0 be recongzled go God y Be it knownito:thee, ob finave, whoever thcu 
| act yet there is liopes;' from the Lord your Maker and Redeemer, I tell thee 
ſo : .What would the Damned give for ſuch a word ? If thou wilt but im- 
partiallieconfider thy wayes, bewail thy fin, and loath-it; - turn from it, and 
form(the. World, tothe Lord thy: God, with al thy heart,refting on his mer- 
cie id and through :his San, _tring uporw a courſe of ſerious holineſs , and 
continuingſtheremn to the end, doing this, -be afſured-thy- Soul ſhall live. 
Something of this I ſpoke at the beginning, and cannot (tand to ſay more on 
it now : Here's enough to inform th e of { if thou kneweſt- it uot-) what 
thy Dutic is ? But art thou wiling ro perform it > One would think thou 
ſhouldeſifoon be | reſolve what todo, The queſtian is; # hether than wilt 
do thy utwoſt to change thy heart ard lift; that thew waytft be ſayed> Or whe- 
they thou'wi/t go 0# 1% fin, ad be darwntd?” I have told thee upori what terms 
thou tnay'ſ yer eſcape thy Ruine ; but withall know, This muſt be done 
ſpeedily, or perhaps not at all. 1F' thou delayeſt one hour, thou may be 
in Hell the next, God hach born with thee long , now he' is making ſhort= \ 
er wrk ; be will not always wait for nothing, - Thy- heart quickly he de- 
nithds , this he will have, 6r thy hearts blood. & 5; ie 391% 
"Away with thy fin ther with all poſſible ſpeed ; if thou retain-it, it will 
bethy d ath ; for a Hue and Cry's gone cut from Heaven againſt it , .and 
the than in whoſe hands*tis found, all ſurely dye : - Then caſt it away, if 
thon'fove thy fe, thy everlaſtidg life.  ' | | 
Butwhat art thob ove of thoſe ſenſleſs', brutifh, blockiſh ſouls, that a 
mat} had'almoft'as good fpend his breath upon a Rone wall , as talk to thee ! 
Art thou nothing moved with alf thou cr "ov heareſt , but takeft allfoc 
words of «courſe, 'which thou forgetteft ay ſoon'as the noiſe'is out of thy 
eats > Doft thou now lay aſide the Book, and go abbut thy wonted buſineſs, 
| &if *'thou hadſt not been for 'Life ot Denth'? But a kind of Story, 
| thatn6 way concerns thee” Wilt thod nigiy rife up); and go'to thy worldly 
s, thy C5 or vain Diſcourſe, inſtead of geting alone to Godwith 
bbmble acknowl-dgemients of thy fin, and earneſt cry:s for mercy z IF thou 
waſt infeAed With the Plague, ad hadſt been reading what Medicines thou 
uldft uſe, woaldft thou lay by the Book , and neyer mind more , as if 
thou hadft, done'enough to read them, without taking care to apply them. ? 
would thou now be guilty of a madnefs as much greater than this, as fin 
aid Hell, are worſe than the Plagne and Death ? Art thou reſolved though 
Chit bimſelf ſhould kne-1 to the , and beſeech thee ( as he doth by me ) 
4 »{eurch thy heart,/and review thy ways, and deteſt thy fins, that he might 


E 


ſave 


$i (82) | 
«(ave thee, that retthou wouldeſt not grant kisdefire, nor « enriphctg | 
ſelf-2b ſo auth labour asConyetfion will colt thee # \}f thou be fach ac 
ſtpid;refolvedvinnet, chat wileremain in chy\o1d' wayes, come © it + 
-what will ;-yea, and belicveſt all ſhall be well enough with chee for-\all; -- 
- that, what.can | ſay to thee more? Godbe Judge becween thee and/wne, th 
Thou art deſtroyed, not becauſe chou couldeit haye no help, nor .betwaſe  } or 
-it was not offered thee, bur becauſe. rhau Gidit wilfully retwuſe ir. >: But; : | fe: 
' poor Creature, ray hear eyenakes for thee, and loth1.am roileavethbes, | bt 
in this wrerchzd, dull, diſtracted e=mper ; whereinif Death;ztharis:now+ | ne 
ſo bulie abroad, ſhould find :kee,thou art undone forever, Ohthatyec 3.4 
1 could ſpeak ſomerbiog chat would make thce feel and fear. Tell me chew, } a; 
chou who art now ſo bold andreſoluce, ſo ſottiſhand:careleſs; Doſt thou, | Þ car; 
.notuhnkchou ſhak dye'?- Why; whac wilc thou d0{then? Thiok en.!1t;': | Bu 
and-chink aggin, I ch.chee.. [iz not great. adds, bur. the Captagion', | but 
.may ſbiorcly-reach thee 2 Whar courle-wiltthou. then take, when thou. | ove 
ſhalc ſee the Tokens of God upon chee ? Which way-wilechou look; or : þ| it, t 
what wilt chou do for help? Then goo the fins chou haſt leve&ſodear- - {| beh 
ly, and-fce what comfort they will afford, Now call for a Gup, or a; | will 
Whore 'Never;be daunted man, ..,,Shgil-one of. 6hy coutiige -quail; chat... piec 
could(t have mock at the Thieazniggs of the Almighry God | Whas fo | the; 
boon and jolly bur, now, 'z row-down,ith* mouth ? Here's a ( ſhal 
 changeindeed | Where are thy Compapiony.? All fed?. Where are; - | fare 
darling pleiſures?, All Fig = thee | What will thy Bags, and Bills,and , | boa 
Bonds, do thee no goo. ? * Why ſhouidelirhouþedejeRed? Thoy, arta ; f ben 
mano Worlhg, bent graLod;or {X81 5 Genglewan,; go.chear | the, 
chy ſell, Re purchaſes, ks of by high, Titles, and. rich, Þ ab! 
Revenues | (EC, ger to your Glais:;\Powder and Curle ,; Paints f ace; 
and Spot, Deck and:Adorn Ties as you were wont? What, do you. take, | ,c; 
no pleaſure to yiew your. P ale ices? ?. Do your hearts fink args gh and 
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forth thy wretched Soul into ſg ag wo Now, w 
hach chy {A and careleſneſs brought ras ?, N 5 Sho why he <7 
de hug ſport.? Whes: wile thou do. 2.807 3ubebj "a 
ee, and God loarhsthee, and calts ouc.thy [ei bong Goc 
; diſdain ? What doſt begin to call upon him now? The 


words ſhall ſerve thy tara? Read Per. 2.28, Go et thee to- em me (67 
ſee whether they can help and deliver thee. Say oh 
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F deſpair ; no, I would fain prevent it, -and fo may'ſt thou, if” thou wit 
but hearken in time, and that time's juſt now ;-for Death is evea at thy 
back, and perhaps will take thee up as ſoon as the Book's-Jaid down, 

But perhaps thou art one that think'(t thy (elf ſafe , and. that this no» 
thing belongs to thee, becauſe thou may*ſt be recovered from the fickneſs, 
or got out of the reach of it; or it may bz ſo abated, that thou doſt not 
fear it; and therefore thou art ready fooliſhly to cry out with Agag , The 
| bitterneſs of death is peſt; but oh be convine'tof thy lamentsble fottiſh- 
neſs ; for thou-may'*ſt yet be hewn in pieces for all that, Read eAmy 9.12, 
3.4. And tell me whether .God will not find thee out; Thou att run 
away from the City perhaps, but not from thy fin; and therefore thay 
Rather Plague along with thee , which: ſooner or later will break ont. 


1 | But though thou eſcape the Plague , art thou then ſecure? If thou canſt 
> | but out-live the Mortality , doft thou think all is well:then 7 All danger 
-1 | over? No, hold there, Sinner ; God hath not done with' thee ſo ;: believe 
1 | it, the worſt is yet to come, Alas, man, Death, Judgement and Hell are 
| behindRill, 1, but coming they are apace, and overtake thee at lafi they 
+ | will, even all of thein, if thou look not about thee in- time, Patch and 
+» | piece up thy mouldring Carkaſs as long as thou canſt ; and ſhift thee hi- 
| ther and thitker , from this diſe:ſe or «that ; but after all be aſſured, Thes 
| | ſhaltdye. And after Death hath done its work upon thee , and the Judz- 
| ment paſt, and Senrence executed, if thou then find all yell with thee, 
| || boaſt and ſpare not ; buttill then, be ſilent. -But if yet thou art fully 
| ; | bent tokeep thy ſin, let me beg thee to think a little what is that Hell 


* | thou art leaping into, Oh think what the wrath', the ning) —_ 
Lf able wrath of Godis, Doſt thou make a piſh at it? Tis: e thou 
bf artan Infidel, or haſt loſt thy wits. I know thou canſt net a while to think 
{| of it now, thou haſt pleaſanter things to take up thy thoughts, than Death 
*-| and Hell; and therefore thou laugheſt and ingeſt , and merrily throweſt 
1f away thy hours, as if no hurt was nzar thee , whilſt thou Randeſt tot- 
11} tering on the very brink of the bottomleſs pit ! And all this while, how 
| many Devils whom thou ſeeft not , ſtand ſome gaping to receive thee, and 
ſcm2labouring to make thee ſure, and till thee on? And multitudes of 

Deaths.are waiting for a Commiſſion , any one of them to thruſt thee in, 

and \then farwelt all hope for ever. Oh ſtand but one hour,or half an hour 

in a day, in the ſober thoughts of Erernity, and go on in fin , if thou cant, 

Good Reader, let me entreat thee to this courſe; but if thon cryeſt, 

Thou haſt ſomewhat elſe to do; Know, thou ſhalt ſhortly have nothing 

i Uſe to do, but to feel that which novv thou vvilt not be brought to think 
« of; that thoumighteſt avoid it ; and then: ſay , iF thou hadit not good 
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counſel given thee cence y if thou had(t had the wit and the grace to take it, 
Oae moments expetience thall at length; c nvincs thee more , than all tny 
hearing or reading would, Thou coumett Plague, Fami e an Sword, 
aquakes , Thunder and Lightning), tertible- things : oh then what's 
Hell, the very dregs , the Ocean of that fury, ot which thele are but ſmall 
drops | There-it is that God will mike the very power of his hatrett 
intolerable wrath co appear, and in thoſe rivers ot bcimitone, thoſe ſcorch- 
ing flames of his anger, muſt thou lye downfor ever; ob for ever, ever, man, 
thinkbur a while how long i54hat, Might but the undone ſouls return , to 


deſcribe this place of tormentsto their old companions, what a Language ' 


ſhould we hear ? Might but Drives himſelf have been ſent to his jovial 
Brethren , thatlittle thought where their departed Brother was, nor what 
they themſelves were haſtning'to, in what 4 paſſionate manner. would he 
have beg'd-them-off 'from fin , that led: to all thar endleſs: Wee ! How 
would ' he have diſturb2d1hem m the mid{b of their merciiments and fealt- 
ings, and even have made their hearts to. quake , and their hair (land an 
end with his terrible expreſſions ? But , Reader, if thoy art one, who wilt 
be frightned from Hell by no deſcripuons , but of thoſe thar have ſeen it, 
thy feeling is: like to preventithy fear. What ſay'it- thou then after all ? 
Artthou yet reſolved to-prepare for Death ;-and- prevent Damnation}, or 
not:Z.| If thou art, happy man thou, thatever th-u waſt- born z but if thou 
artnot, I cav ſtay toſay no more , buteven take thy courſe, 211d when thou 
feeleſt the event, then ſay, W-ether ſonnd Repemante, ard an holy life , had 
not been a cheap and eaſic, a girnſul and bappy way: to hate prevented eve - 
laſting miſery, But the Sd Lord hav=-:mercy upon /thze'; and work theſe 
convictions with power uponthy foul; whiltt they thay do tne any good, 

I ſhall finiſh all wich award or two to all thoſe that! truly love and fear 
the Lord.; Oh Sirs, you that have known God, and art intereſted in his favonr, 
and are well acquainted at the T brow of hys Grace, to which you have oft in 
rae of trouble and need; made your recourſe , and therce bave rectived ſra- 
* ſonable comfort and ſupply." All you ta whom Prayer « 1noftrange wark ; now 
ariſe and berake your ſelves te God with all ſerrouſmeſs and ſpeed ; Caſt your 
ſelves down before him, bewailing your -own ſins ,, and the ins of the Land , 
and lye wn the gap to ſtop the farther procredings of his wrath, that he may not 
root # up from being a peaple.; nar" yet ſo far grve #19ff , that we ſhould con- 
zinue to be 4 wicked and rebellzans prople 4 for then deſtruttion from the Lord 
will certainly be our portion; Strive-with him to remove his Rod, but abr all, 
to work thoſe ends whereto it is appairted, 

I have endeavoured to ſhe you , and your ſelves are ſenſible of it, 
what, ſins we are ſuffeting for ; Oh pray thati every abominable thing- 
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which would make us in che eye of God and man a people glorious anu 
happy. Beg earneſtly thatthe Goſpel may be adyanc't, Holineſs en. 
couraged, Wickednels tupprelt and puniſh', our Diviſions healed ; -thar 
from the Prince uponthe [hrone, to che Beggarupon the Dunghill,chere 
may be an effectual Retormation of all we have done amiſs, that we may 
yet find fayour in the ſight of God, and enjoy his reſidence,and gracious 
preſenceamonglt us ; that he may delight in us, and rejoyce over-us to 
do us good. Bothalone, and in Companies, as 'you have opportunitie, 
beſiege Heaven with your humble and 2ffectionate prayers, God will 
not be deaf to your cry, he knows your voice, which comes from your 
_ very Soul, he will not reject the Petitions youpreſent with pure hands, 
your prayers are his delight,ail you chacare his bumble,upright ones: ? Fis 
you mu(t now prevail, or we are undone, ' Though you may be a people, 
haced, derided and undervalued by thoſe amongit whom you live , 'yer 
mult your incerceſlions be accepted on cheir behalf, through our great In. 
rerceſſor, or elſe they are like to periſh, 'Tis you that muſt run with 
your Cenfers, and/itand berwixe the Living and the Dead, that ſo the 
Plague may be ſtayed. It is.cthe incenſe and. perfume of- your prayers, 
chat chrough Chritt, muſt appeaſe an angrie God, and clear-.an infeRted 
Air. Tris not the Lip-ſervice of the profane inner, .or the formal Hy- 
pocrite, that will do us anie good ;/ let his prayers be by hearr, or by rote, 
within-book, or withour, chat makes no great matrer; but if he be one 


whoſe heartis far from God, and whoſe lifeis 2 provotation to him, who - 


ſtill goes onirr his (in, let bim/be never fo deyour incheChurch, ori bis 
knees, and roarand weep with-never fo much piſſion and noiſe'; the 
howling of a Dog isas acceptable ro'God; as ſuch hypocritical devotion, 
Shall the rongue that was jult now Curſing and Swearing, come preſent= 
lie and fall a praying, and chiok co be accepred ?.' Doth God delight: tg 
bear bis Name taken jn vain, as chele fenſte(s finners do imeheir folenineft 
ſervices > No, no, but it is the feryent prayer of yoluwhd!ard indeed 


Righteous, that's.like to. he eff-Rtual and. prevalling.!cYouthave' the fpinic * 


of {application interceding within you, alfiſting you- with uburcerable 
fighs and groans; whether with a Form, or wnhour, makes nottbe-dif- 
ferenc?, and you have a powerful Advocate enforcing. your Requeſts: 
wherefore to God betake your ſelves, licar hisfeet; - | with:bam for 
Ruleryand People, bis Chureh and/Minihers;/your- Friends and Bnem 
City and Countrey, your Towns and Fawkes, and for:your.own:Sduls: 
Follow him day and night, and give bim no reſt, cill he ſhall, heat in Heay 
vey, and have mercy, and eliablith'his Zo a praiſe both 
. Kathe whole Earth. "EY 


| 
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* ., may be caſt forth from am6vugſt us, and thoſe blefſed works accompliſl!e, 
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a___ exliorted _ MT to lay about = all you can,for — 
ang al incing of the poor creatures that are near you, thatDeath 
ates their doulsunready: If you be in places where the Infe&ti- 


| 

on 1s, or is dailie ſear*d, improve ſuch actime wich ignorant and careleſs | 
ones ; manie may be willing to hear you now, who would have laugh'c | 
at ſerious Diſcourſe a few dayes fince. When they begin to look on 
Death as a real thing, and not far off, the fears of it will a little cure them 
of their diſtraQtions ; andrhey*l oo longer take Heaven and Hell for jeſt- ( 
' ing matters. This is nora time, Sirs,to beaſhamed of Religion ; now, 
if ever, Holineſs will beinrequeſt,and boldlie ſhew it ſelf. Afford your } 
Neighbours then all the helps you can for their precious ſouls. Go to their [ 
Howſes, and lend them good Books, and diſcourſe of thoſe matters that you I 
eaſily perceive do moſt concern Pying men ; And lec that be your di- t 
rection for the futurein;this wark ; which I would never have you ceaſe, \ 
whil* your ſelves, andthoſe about you, are mortal men, whoſCEcernity { 
either of happineſs or woe, depends upon their well or ill improvement ) 
of this uncertain'moment. / : . 
r 

le 
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And Laſtlie, All you Holie Souls, be encouraged chearfullte and con- 
fidentlie to receive the Sentence of Dearhiwithin your ſelves.Ler your ſpi- 
its revive I when you __ Noehy I that come to ferch 
you to your 7oſeph,cven your Lord,whois gone before to preparea place 
for you. Let thoſe that have lived eſtranged from God, careleſs of his 
Service, mad of the World, and running after their pleaſures, let them 
be dejected at the News ef Dying, the ſad News, that they mutt leave 
all cher T reaſutes;and theirJoyes,and be carried into a (tterhey thought | 
ot of, nor prepared for, there to be- reckon:d with for their worldhe, 6 
jooſe, and jollie Lite; and co-betr the efſeRts of their follie for ever. Bur | 1 
allyou to whom Sin hath been a burden, an1 Religioa your work and | ' I 

are; whoſe hearts have been taken up wich Godsdealings with man- | r« 
ind; and deeflicatieted with his my terious Lovein Chriſt , who have | at 
takenic far the buſineſs of your Lives, to work out your {abvition: In a ca 
>& who have choſen God for your porcion, and lov'dhim-more than- | Þ: 
all things here below, and cloſed with Chriſt as your onlie Savior, to de- | I} 
kver-you both from Sinand Hell,and haye taken the Hoke Spirit for your 
SanRifier and Gridey” not allowing your ſelves in known fin, but labour. | 
þ 941, oe ſelves ta. God, Now lift-up your heads) 
andcomfoertyourbearts, when you'ſe the day of Deattt 2m Lerj i 
noe Carmlones fee youdhſmay'd for this will make chem ſuſpe&Religi- | re 
onto-bea fancie;, 10 much doth it coneradi&.your Profeflion, and dif- | e 
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be ſent for hence, be pre- 
tended & ariy ground of your trouble and fear. Why ſhould nor God 


chooſe your Death for you, as well as all other things? And let ir-be of 


what fort it will, you have very great reaſon quietly to fubmit coit. Let 
Neath be welcome and thereis nothing in a Plague that can hurt yon, 
or need daunt you. Bevery ſenſible of Gods hand now ſtretcher our 

ainſt us, and fo far manifelt a reverence and awe ;, and with a refiance 
on him, uſeall duz means for ſelf-preſervation, But for your ſelves, 
dread not a Plague, nor any thing it can do ypon you, it can bur kill 
yoar Bodies, and help your Souls out of their prifons, and is there any 
hurtin that ? Let the Spots when you ſee them, be regarded by you, as 
no other then Tokensof your Fathers love, which he hath ſent to ſhew 
he is mindfal of you, and hath now ſent to fetch you nearer to himſelf : 
What though it be a rough Meſſenger, as Jaylours uſe co be, yet the Mef- 
fage may well make you entercain him with ſmiles, If it came to lead 
you forth to Execution indeed, you might well tremble; though not ſo 
much for its ſelf, as the errand it came on. Oh the ſtark madneſle of thoſe 


' blind and miſerable ones, that are afraid of a Plague, and not of Hell;thac 


runaway from the Sickoeſle, and runon in Sin? Bur talk not you of loath.. 
ſome Sores? Why Sirs, do they go any deeper than your fleſh? Letthoſe 
that have made their Carcafl.s their care, be tr for this * Why 
what have youany thing more for your bodies to do? Any ſervice for 
which you ſhall need them ? And need you care, how the old clothes are - 
rent and torn, fo long as you ſhall never wear, nor need them more? Part 
willingly with your rags, you have clothes a making, which ſha!l ſoon 
your complaints, Swell, and break, and ſtink fleſh if thog-wilr, 
I ſhal{ not detroubled with thee long ? When thou proſpereſt moſt, then 


\ I wasat the worſt, thou baſt been ſo much my enemy, that I cannot bu 


rejoyce inthy ruines ? If my tongue muſt needs complain, and my ſight, 
and Fall be offended with my ſelf, all this ſhall noereach my hearr?What 
care | for thy Sores and Pains, ſo longas. my Souls/ i health:  Gomake 
haſt, and get thee to thy Grave, and there tutn roRocreninels ang Filth > - 
I pity thee not, nor will ever ſympathize with theemore, 

Nor yet complain of the Suddenneſle of this Death. Leave'thisto 
them that would ſerve God, when they had nothingelſe rodo, thar pur 
off all to a Lord have Mercie upon m2; anda few good Prayers et their - 
laſt gaſp, Bur what Death can beſadden you, who are not | 
red for Death , but have made itthe bufineſle of yourlives, to 
ſelves for it ? | 

Nor let this bs your trouble that your Friends forſake you; m—___ 
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= aftaidtoctimenigh you. Why what wwuld'you have them to do, "they © 
cannot rebuke your Diſeaſe, or dclay your Death , -or do any thing tor 


you in the world you are going to ; nur do you need they ſhoulp, Coun» Gl 
ſel | hope you have given th<m un ume of Hea'th, and therefore 1t may "anc 
the leſs trouble you, that you cannot ſpeak t.> them now, To take 2 wh 
ſolemn leave ©f them, is a poor formality to-trouble the thoughts of a Ol 
dying man. Whatever help they could afford , you'l quickly be palt all Þ | oet 
need of it, or them, Bear the waat of their company or afli:tance 4 day : th; 
or two, and you will never deſire, or want it more, Wherefore chear rits 
up your Spirits , and be not cattdown, but to the Rock of Ages betake FF Th 
your (elves, who never fail'd you, nor any that placed their confidence anc 
in him.; he's a preſent help in time of trouble; he'l come in to you when Ty 
your doors are thut up ; heel ſtand by your beds-fide, when no other tha 
friend dare, Now Sirs, what's your God, your Saviour worth ? A God Tol 
to ſu pport you, when the world fails you. A Saviour to receive yo, when dea 
you leave the world, Now 1s not an holy life comfortable to your re- and 
view? Do you now rep-nt of the colt and pains ycu have been at, or ſelf 
the ſufferings.you hav. undergone for Ggd ? Was it not worth while to Thi 
be laught.and wondered at for your holy diligenc : , which laid in ſtere his 


forfuch a day as this, and brings you ſupport , when the hearts of others the! 
fipk for fear ? Now Sirs, you are come to the end of your Pilgrimage; com 
the long-long-lookt for dayuis come, Sin and Satan, the world and the Cor 
fleſh, ſhall never trouble you-more for ever. Now ſhall your Prayers at his ! 
length be all heard , your Complainings ended, your ExpeRations and him 
Longingsſatisfied , and accompliſhed. Chear up, chear up, brave Souls, cent 
but ohe ttep more, and then you are at yonr Fathers houſe, Methinks Þ| the 
1 ſee the Arms of Chriſt retcht out to receive you, and Angels waiting || exc, 
tocoendudt y-u to his Arms, Fear not, nor be diſmay'd, confidently re- coul 
fign your Souls to him, who laid down his life for you, The darknefſe fore 
laſts but alitde whilezand preſently you will c me into the open light; oh all tl 
the difference.you will ins moment find, betwixt'y cur dark and filent || jt he 
eopmy god the-Manſion that ſhall be affigned you in your” Fathers houfe ! of x 
o which the ſtatelieſt Palace is a loathſome Dungeon. Oh what Accla= Þ| rice 
mations and; Hallelujahs, what crying , Holy, Holy, Holy ! what Glori- groa 
ous Praiſes, and loud noiſes! What Crowns and Scepters, what Riches and Þ} who, 
Beauties, will your ears andeyes be preſently ſtricken with ! So that you } muy 
will be amazed; and wonder whether you are come , and where you have 
been. all thig while, that you never heard, nor ſaw thele things before. So 
infinitely will they exceed your bigheſt thoughts, when Faith helpt you 
to the cleareſt views. But all your Rrangeneſs and amazement will _ | 
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7 bz over, Surpriſals of joy will diſfipate and ſucceeed them ! This is the 
Glory, the h p2s wiereot* uphel.l you all y ur days, and the el1mmerinye 
and fore-talts aid (9 oft reytv2 you, Now yourſhall at len»th ſee the Lord 
wh-lov'd you, nd gave himſeif for you,and whom your Souls have lov d. 
Oh is there not life in his ſnilles ! And if he (miles upon you, all the An- 
oels and Saints will h1d-you welcomgz : For his beck and pleaſure it is 
that rules all, There you ſhall be entre intd that throng of bl Med Spi- 
rits , yours ſhall their Employmen's be, their Pcviledges ſhall be yours, 
Then fhall your underſtandings be enlightned, your affections raiſed , 
and all your capacities widened, and all be fill'd with ſuitable truth and 
ooodnels ; the latent powers of your ſouls, ſhall then be awakened into 
that high Celeſtial Life, Then ſhall you be nearer ty your Saviour, than 
Tohn, when hz leaned on his Boſome ; and ſhall taltz th2 full fruits of his 
dear and coltly lovz. Then, then bleiſed Soul thou ſhalt know, and ſee, 
and feel, and enjoy thy G 2d, and be brought as near to him, as thou thy 
ſelf canlt deſire, and receive as much from him, as thy nature is capable. 
The Lord thy Redeemer having by his Blood and Spirit , accompliſhed 
his whole deſign upon thee, and fitted thee for,will lead the into the Fa- 
thers preſence, and ſo thou (hall enter upon the Rate of conſtant and fu!l 
communion with him ; And ſhalt be alway-s ſpending an Eternity in 
Contemplating, and Admiring his-Excellencies and Glories, and finging 
his Praiſes , in che warm breathings. and out-goings of thy heart after 
him, and in the raviſhments of higheſt mutual Love,and deareſt Compla-: 
cency, betwixt thy enlarged Soul , and infinite Eflential goodneſs, even 
the Godof Love. This thou (halt have, but what this is, though I had 
leaſure and skill to ſay ten thouſnJ times more than I have done , thou 
couldſt not know the thouſandth part , till thou dof enjoy it, Where- 
fore With an holy impatience, and eager joy. enter upon the poſſe(lion «if 
al the Treaſures of Love, which D-ath comes to tranſlite thes to, Bid 
it heartily welcome, op2n thy breaſt, and ler it ſtrike ; *Tis but the prick 
of a Pin, the ſmarts cea(t afloon as it's in ; the Pangs of itare oone in a 
tice, Sze they are over already, all pain was expired* with that laſt 
groan , and now thou art entered u5on thy Joy. Farwell Bleſſed Souls, 
whom 1 hope ſhort! 'y to follow , and with you to celebrate an everlaſting Com 
munion, i the Preſence, Praiſe and Love of the Great Tehovah , aud bis 
Son C brifſt Jeſus, to whom in the Unity of the Spirit, be rendred all Hoe. 
J wr, Power and Glory, now and Eternally, Amen. 


